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ABSTRACT
This study was designed to gather information pertaining to the 
s ta tu s  of recreatio n  and parks in North D akota c i t i e s .  This study was 
structured to gain information on park and recreatio n  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  
recreatio n  programs and s e r v i c e s , park and re creatio n  f a c i l i t i e s  and 
re crea tio n  and park f in a n c ia l  procedures of c i t i e s  in North D akota .
The survey techniqu e was employed in th is  study. Q u estio n n aires  
were mailed to c i t ie s  in North Dakota with a population of 75 or more 
p eo p le .  Two hundred and ninety qu estionn aires  were sent out and 215 
were returned for a to ta l return of 7 4 .1  per c e n t .
The findings showed th at nearly  a l l  the c i t ie s  in North D akota have 
some form of recreatio n  for the c i t iz e n s  of their  c i ty .  H ow ever, m ost 
re crea tio n  programs are provided for the younger c i t iz e n s ,  rather than 
the adu lt, during the summer months. The findings a lso  revea led  that 
only s ix  c i t i e s  in North D akota employ a fu ll- t im e  re creatio n  d irector.
The writer concluded th at qualified  recreatio n  lead ersh ip  in govern­
m ent, programming, d irection  and supervision was lack in g  in most North 
D akota c i t i e s .  Recommendations included:
1. All c i t i e s  in North D akota should co n sid er  formal
xi
organization  of parks and recreatio n  b o a rd s .
2 . S ta te  c o l le g e s  and u n iv e rs it ie s  should provide 
opportunities for sp e c ia l iz a t io n  in the fie ld  of 
r e c r e a t io n .
3 . Park boards and school boards should try to co op er­
ate  and coordinate efforts  to provide recreatio n  for 




The importance of community recreatio n  in North Dakota cannot be 
overem p hasized . In creased  le isu re  time has resulted  from shorter work­
ing hou rs, longer v a c a t io n s ,  and an earlier  retirem ent a g e .  Y et,  the 
trend toward organized re creatio n  in North Dakota c i t ie s  has seem ed to 
move s lo w ly . The need for knowledge in the organization and operation 
of a functional year-around recreatio n  program has been recognized  by a 
few c iv ic -m in d ed  people in each community.
Rural comm unities of North Dakota have four s e a s o n s  of recreatio n  
p o ten tia l.  R easo n s that th is  potentia l has not been u tilized  might 
include: poor recreatio n  le a d e rsh ip ,  l i t t le  organ izational procedure, and 
la ck  of knowledge of North Dakota sta te  law s on re cre a t io n .  The need 
for recreatio n  and the b e n e fits  derived from it  are co n stan tly  in c re a s in g .  
Patterns of w holesom e recreatio n  shaped into e f fe c t iv e  programs of 
a c t iv i ty  co n stitu te  a "m ust" as  a living force  in a modern dem ocratic  
s o c i e t y .
The structure of recreatio n  in the United S t a t e s ,  like  a ll  other 
primary areas  of daily  .living, had its  foundation in the lo c a l  com m unities.
1
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Here people worked, educated their young, w orshiped, d ischarged the 
rights and r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  of c i t iz e n s h ip ,  and partook in re crea tio n a l 
op p ortu nities .  Facto rs  important to the structure of community recreatio n  
were the home, s c h o o l ,  church, com m ercial recreatio n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
l ib r a r ie s ,  public  recreatio n  a g e n c ie s ,  community c o u n c i ls ,  and private 
or voluntary recreatio n  a g e n c ie s .  Of l e s s e r  im portance, b e c a u se  of 
th eir  lim ited m embership, were private organizations and c lu bs of 
various n atu res .  M useum s, where they e x is te d ,  were a ls o  a part of the 
lo c a l  recreatio n  structure . The group and the individual acting  in d e­
pendently of organized a g e n c ie s  and under s e l f - le a d e r s h ip ,  completed 
the main part of the structure.
Sound, w ell-rounded recreatio n  programs are important to North 
D akota c i t ie s  in many r e s p e c ts .  One a s p e c t  normally overlooked by 
c i t iz e n s  of our c i t ie s  is  the trend of new b u s in e s s e s  and fa c to r ie s  to 
lo c a te  in a c ity  where there are e x c e l le n t  recreation  f a c i l i t i e s  and pro­
gram s. Nothing has seem ed more important to the p h ysica l and emotional 
h ea lth  of men and women of industry than e x c e l le n t  recreatio n  a c t iv i t ie s .  
This fac tor  has seem ed so important that few modern com panies would 
co n sid e r  lo catin g  a new plant or fa c i l i ty  in a community without a survey 
of i ts  recreatio n  p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  M anagement has known that i ts  a b il i ty  
to a ttra c t  and hold com petent and gifted personnel has often been
'''Gerald B. F itzg era ld , Leadership in Recreation (New York: A. S .  
Barnes and C o . , 1951),  pp. 1 4 -1 5 .
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odecided by the l i t t le  th e a tre ,  the park sy s te m , and the l i t t le  le a g u e .
Need for the Study
The North Dakota Higher Education F a c i l i t i e s  Commission is  the 
d esign ated  s ta te  agency for T itle I ,  Higher Education Act of 19 65 . This 
agen cy  has o f f ic ia l ly  accep ted  the North Dakota C o lleg e  Extension 
C ouncil as  the State  Advisory Council to the s ta te  a g en cy . This co u n cil  
was composed of a designated  Continuing Education and/or Community 
S erv ice  s ta ff  member from each  of the two u n iv e rs it ie s  and each  of the 
th irteen s t a te ,  private and junior c o l le g e s  in North D akota . This 
advisory co u n cil  e s ta b lish e d  and used "ad  hoc" advisory com m ittees 
from the geographical a r e a s .  These com m ittees were composed of 
individuals from cu ltu ra l,  agricu ltural and b u s in e ss  groups. Four area 
"ad  hoc" advisory com m ittees were organized in early  19 68 and met 
o n c e .  They formed a statew ide committee which met a t Carrington on 
May 7 ,  1968 .
These area "ad  hoc" com m ittees identified  c r i t ic a l  community 
need s for North Dakota and ass ig n e d  a priority to them. The statew ide 
committee then reviewed the action  of the four area com m ittees and 
f in a lize d  the recom m endations.
The North Dakota Higher Education F a c i l i t ie s  Commission has
2
Richard Kraus, p -eation Today Program Planning and Leadership  
(New York: A p p le to n -C en tu ry-C ro fts , 1966),  p. 15.
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determ ined, with the aid of the resou rce  personnel made a v a i la b le  to 
them , that a priority should be given during the 19 69 f i s c a l  year to the 
follow ing community se rv ic e  a re a s :
1. Opportunities for youth through employment and re cre a t io n .
2 . Recreation  and the u se  of le isu re  time at a ll  age le v e ls  and 
for a ll  s e a s o n s  of the y e a r .^
Surveys and fe a s ib i l i ty  stud ies  were ind icated  as the method in 
determining the need s for youth and adults through job  opportunities and 
re cre a t io n .  In cre as in g  cooperation would be n e c e s s a r y  betw een com ­
munity a g e n c ie s  so that a to ta l s e rv ic e  may be given to the people rather 
than overlapping or underlapping s e r v ic e s .  It seem ed im perative that 
p ro fess io n a l people were needed to exam ine a to ta l  neighborhood or 
community and together plan the method to serve  that community b e s t .
The area of recreatio n  needed to be included in such a planning group. 
Individuals and groups of the neighborhood should be represented  on such 
a planning group, after  a l l ,  they will be a ffec te d  by the d e c is io n s  made 
and the s e n d e e s  rendered.
D isc u ss io n  of recreatio n  problems in the c i t i e s  of North Dakota 
with fu ll- t im e  recreatio n  d irectors  and with co l le g e  p ro fe sso rs ,  who are 
know ledgeable in the f ie ld ,  has c le a r ly  revealed  the la c k  of fac tu a l 
information for determining a rea l need in th is  a re a .  There has been
Title  I Higher Education Act of 1 9 6 5 , F i s c a l  Year 1969 , Annual 
Amendment, North D akota S ta te  Plan for Community S e n d e e  and C on­
tinuing Education Program.
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very l i t t le  re sea rch  done on recreatio n  programs, f a c i l i t i e s ,  p erson n el ,  
and potentia l in the s ta te  o f North D ako ta . The need for more informa­
tion about c ity -op erated  recreatio n  programs has e x is te d  for a long 
tim e. This study should rev ea l s t a t i s t i c a l  information which could be 
b e n e f ic ia l  to future statew ide and c ity  planning in re cre a t io n .  It could 
a lso  be helpful in an a n a ly t ica l  comparison of the s ta tu s  of re creatio n  
in North D akota with other s t a t e s .
Purpose
The purpose of th is study w as to determine what degree recreatio n  
was being u tilized  by the c i t ie s  of North D akota . The s p e c i f i c  problems 
of th is  study were to determine as c lo s e ly  as  p o ss ib le :
1. If c i t ie s  were operating park and re crea tio n  boards in 
their recreatio n  programs and utiliz ing  the mill levy 
the city  could le g a lly  employ for parks and re crea t io n .
2 . The recreatio n  programs the c i t ie s  offered a l l  c i t iz e n s  
during the year .
3 .  The c i t ie s  which employed re creatio n  personnel and the 
s a la r ie s  paid.
4 . How c i t ie s  in North D akota managed re crea tio n  finance  
and b u s in e ss  m atters .
5 . The present s ta tu s  of c i t ie s  w hich have applied for and
rece iv ed  federal grants for the improvement of recreatio n
6
programs and f a c i l i t i e s .
Lim itations
The usual d e f ic ie n c ie s  of the questionn aire  tech n iq u e , such as  
the p o s s ib i l i ty  of m isinterpretation or o m issio n  of certa in  q u e s t io n s ,  
may have a ffec ted  the re sp o n ses  . Only c i t ie s  in North D akota with a 
population of s e v e n ty -f iv e  or more people were sent qu estio n n aires  . 
There were two hundred ninety c i t ie s  in North Dakota with a population 
of s e v e n ty -f iv e  or more peop le .
There w as a variety  of personnel answering and completing the 
q u e s t io n n a ir e s . Answering the q u estio n n aires  w ere: a th le t ic  directors 
of high s c h o o ls ,  c lerks  of the park board s, c ity  au ditors , recreatio n  
d ire c to rs ,  and superintendents of parks and re crea t io n . This v ariety , 
in i t s e l f ,  could be a lim itation  b e c a u se  of the various re sp o n ses  and 
in information subm itted.
Related Literature
This study w as b a s ic a l ly  concerned with the field of parks and 
re c re a t io n .  Therefore, it w as of co n sid erab le  in terest  to note the 
h istory  and future trends of parks and recreatio n  in the United S ta te s  
and the s ta te  of North D a k o ta .
The f irs t  se t t le rs  who came over in the Mayflower a c tu a lly  had 
very l i t t le  time or opportunity to p lay . Harsh c ircu m stan ces  fastened  
upon them the n e c e s s i ty  for continual work. Breaking and sowing
7
f ie ld s ,  the continual threat of invading In d ian s ,  a'nd the co n stan t fear 
o f  s ic k n e s s  and d is e a s e  hovered over each  hou sehold . M erely  to keep 
a l iv e  in a land , which w as cruel and in h o sp itab le ,  demanded a ll  their  
e n e rg y .
Relig ion provided the s tro n g est  moral san ctio n  for every law 
which suppressed am usem ents. It w as one of the v ita l fo rces  which 
made for a l i fe  in w hich re crea tio n  could have l i t t le  s ig n if ic a n c e .  But, 
in a l l  the c o lo n ie s ,  there w as th is  b a s ic  f a c t .  If the s e t t le r s  did not 
d irect a l l  their energy to their work, they could not hope to su rviv e .
S lo w ly , early  a ttitud es toward recreatio n  began to change as  the
early  s e t t le r s  began to move westward and e s ta b l ish e d  new h o m estead s .
Barn ra is in g s  and corn-hu sk ings provided a w elcom e break in the
monotony of farm l i f e .  Other typ ica l  a c t iv i t ie s  included s p o r ts -
shooting at a mark, fo o tra c e s ,  w restlin g  m a tch e s ,  and d an cin g . Fun
a c t iv i t ie s  were a " f i r s t "  as far as  any kind of informal recreatio n  in the 
4
new A m erica .
During the e ighteenth  and nineteenth centuries  p o l i t ic a l  progress 
w as made in the estab lish m en t of the fo rty -e ig h t s t a t e s .  At the same 
tim e , Americans d iscov ered  new and informal ways of creating  recreatio n  
for h im self  and h is  fam ily. A new nation w as being born. Its  se t t le rs  
were not transplanted Englishm en. C h ie f ly ,  th e se  men w ere born on
^Foster  Rhea D u lle s ,  A History of R ecreation  (New York: Appleton- 
C en tu ry-C rofts  C o . ,  I n c . ,  1965 ) ,  p. 4 .
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American s o i l  and imbued with American i d e a l s . Life in th is  virgin 
territory was on a more generous s c a le  than l i fe  had been on the shores 
of the A tlantic  a t a s im ilar  s tag e  of developm ent. The r is e  of re crea t io n , 
g am es, and even sports developed as q u ick ly  as  did the r is e  of home­
s t e a d s ,  f a c t o r ie s ,  and c i t i e s .
W h ile  the W e st  w as going through its  gorgeous epoch of gam bling,
drinking, and gu n -p lay , a s e r ie s  of a th le t ic  craze s  was sw eeping
through the s ta te s  of the E a s t .  B a se b a ll  developed from its  humble
beginnings in the days before the C iv il  W ar to its  recognized  sta tu s
a s  A m erica's  national gam e. The rapid spread of croquet cau sed  the
startled  editors of the nation to d e scr ib e  it as the sw if te s t  and most
in fe c t io u s  epidem ic the country had ever e x p e rien ced . Lawn tennis
w as introduced to p o lite  s o c ie ty  by e n th u s ia s ts  who had s e e n  it played
in England. The old sport of archery w as revived as  s t i l l  another
fa sh io n a b le  lawn gam e. Roller skating  atta ined a popularity which
extended to a l l  parts o f  the country.
W hat the sew in g-m ach in e  is  to our industrial w ants and the 
telegraph to our com m ercial p u rsu its , one devotee wrote 
rapturously, th is  new system  of e x e r c is e  had becom e to 
s o c ie t y 's  p h y sica l  and s o c ia l  w a n ts .^
Track and field  events were a lso  promoted with the w idespread 
organization  of amateur a th le t ic  c lu b s .  G ym nastic  games were sponsored
"’ C harles E . D o e l l ,  "How Much Money Should Spent on Com­
munity R e crea tio n ?  “ _Re^creation, III (June, 1953 ) ,  p. 173 .
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both by the German Turnverein and the Y . M . C .A .  A sp e cta cu la r  sports 
phenomenon loomed over the horizon with the development of in ter­
c o l le g ia te  football  in co lle g e s  and u n iv e r s i t ie s . S o c ie ty  welcomed 
polo a s  an importation from abroad and took up the English sport of 
co ach in g , F inally  a craze  for b icy c lin g  aro se  to supercede a l l  other 
outdoor a c t iv i t ie s  as c ity  s tre e ts  and country roads becam e crowded 
with nattily  d ressed  c y c l is t s  out on their club runs.
All th is  took p lace  in the la te  1 8 5 0 's  and 1 8 6 0 's .  Previously 
the country had had virtually  no organized sports as  we know 
them today. Neither men nor women played outdoor gam es.
Alarmed observers in m id-century had found the national 
health  deteriorating b e c a u se  of a general lack  of e x e r c is e  
more w idespread than among the people of other nations .
No transform ation in the re crea tio n a l s c e n e  has been 
more startlin g  than th is  sudden surge of an in tere st  in sports 
w hich alm ost overnight introduced m illions of Americans to 
a phase  of l i fe  shortly  destined  to becom e a major pre- 
occu p ta ion  among a l l  c l a s s e s . ^
Sporting events such as  the ones mentioned above were great,  
e x ce p t  for one th ing, it developed into a sp e c ta to rs '  ev en t. W e found 
o u rse lv es  engaged in the phenomenon of " s p e c ta to r it is  . " A campaign 
was begun to break down the pre ju dice  a g a in s t  sports as  an idle 
d iversion  and to encourage more a c t iv e  p artic ipation  in outdoor games 
and sports .
The Am ericans, as a p eo p le ,  at le a s t  the p ro fess io n a l and 
m ercantile  c la s s e s  , have had l i t t le  consid eration  for the 
importance of h ea lth fu l,  generous re crea t io n . N oble , a th le t ic  
sp o rts ,  manly outdoor e x e r c i s e s ,  which strengthened the mind
^ D u lle s ,  0£ .  c i t .  , p p . 1 8 2 -8 3 .
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by strengthening the body, and bring man into a generous and 
exhilarating  communion with nature, were too l i t t le  cu ltivated  
in town and country. ^
Jam es A. Garfield made a striking ch arac te r iza tio n  of the age  on
w hose threshold America stood in 1880 . It em phasized and carried one
step further the ideas of the progressive  United S t a te s .
W e may divide the whole struggle of the human ra ce  into two 
ch a p te rs .  F ir s t ,  the fight to get le is u r e ,  and then the second 
fight of c iv i l iz a t io n - -w h a t  s h a ll  we do with our le isu re  when 
we get i t . ®
A b a s ic  need for outdoor e x e r c is e  for health  reaso n s  and sponsor­
ship by s o c ia l  leaders thus serv ed , in large m easure, to break down the 
barriers which formerly stood in the way of the development o f organized 
sp o rts .  G am es, which might appeal to everyone, were invented or 
d eveloped . It w as now at the s ta g e  of development where recreatio n  
could enter into the picture and spread its  g o sp e l .
The f irs t  form of organized re crea tio n  began in 1885 in Boston , 
M a s s a c h u s e t ts .  The Sand Garden w as organized and supervised as an 
area in which children could p lay . The idea of the Sand Garden mush­
roomed. Four more such Sand Gardens were opened in 1886 . All were 
provided with leadership  for implementing the games and sports into 
the form now ca lled  re crea tio n .
Brightbill and Meyer covered the highlights of re crea tio n  from that 7
7Ib id . ,  p . 190.
^Ibid . , p . 20 9.
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f ir s t  Sand Garden in Boston to the middle of the tw entieth century.
1885 Boston Sand Garden cre a te d .
1886 Boston Sand Gardens expanded to give with lead ersh ip .
1887 Settlem en t H ouse movement s ta rte d , New York C ity .
1888 New York put playground law into e f fe c t .
1889 Opening of Hull H ouse, C h icag o .
1892 Hull House opened model playground, C h ica g o .
1898 School buildings opened as evening recreatio n  c e n te r s ,
New York C ity .
1903 C h icago  voted $ 5 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  for parks and re crea t io n .
1904 Playground board e s ta b l is h e d  in Los A n geles .
1906 Playground A sso c ia t io n  o f America (now N ational
R ecreation  A sso ciatio n ) e s ta b l is h e d .
1916 N ational Park S e rv ice  e s ta b l is h e d .
1919 N ational Parks A sso c ia t io n  e s ta b l is h e d .
1924 C onference  on Outdoor R ecreation  met a t the W hite  H ouse. 
192 6 N ational R ecreation  Sch ool organized .
1937 C o lleg e  C onference  for Training R ecreation  L ead ers ,  
U niversity  of M in n eso ta .
1 9 3 3 - E stab lish m en t of Emergency S e rv ice s  of Federal Govern- 
1936 ment during the d ep ress io n  and provision of s e rv ic e s  and 
f a c i l i t i e s  (W .P .A .)
1946 E stab lishm en t of Fed eral R ecreation  S e rv ic e .
1949 Community Recreation  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  e s ta b l is h e d .^
In many r e s p e c ts  , a fter  World W ar I I ,  the progress of th e  r e c r e ­
a tion  movement in the s ta te  of North D akota and other s ta te s  of the 
union progressed  at somewhat the same comparative p a c e .  The North 
D akota Enabling Act of 1947 gave North Dakota c i t ie s  the opportunity 
to levy  a two and o n e -h a lf  mill tax  on th eir  c i t i e s '  evalu ation  to be 
used for recreatio n  p r o g r a m s .^  Other s t a t e s ,  which previously did
^C harles K. Brightbill and Plarold D . M eyer, Community 
R ecreation  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New Je rse y : Prentice  H a ll ,  1956 ) ,  
in sid e  of book co ver.
^ North Dakota Century Code (Allen Smith C o . , 1960 ) .
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not levy th is  ta x ,  followed su it .
The entire re creatio n  movement becam e more pronounced after 
World W ar II than at any time in the p a s t .  This occurred d e sp ite  the 
many problems of international ten s io n s  which continued to p e rs is t  and 
m ultiply. Following World W ar I I ,  dozens of sm all towns and large 
c i t ie s  constructed  " liv ing" war memorials in the form of community 
re crea tio n  c e n te rs ,  swimming p o o ls ,  playgrounds, a th le t ic  and play 
f ie ld s .  Tax supported public re crea tio n  system s in crease d  in number 
and the s ta te  gave greater atten tio n  to e s ta b lish in g  programs to 
improve re creatio n  f a c i l i t ie s  and programs.
Although North Dakota p a sse d  the R ecreation  Enabling Act of 
1 9 4 7 , a l l  c i t ie s  did not adopt th is  form of tax atio n  to f in an ce  their 
re crea tio n  programs. C laren ce  Laber made a study of the recreatio n  
programs in North D ako ta 's  la rg e s t  22 c i t ie s  in 1964 . He found only 
e lev e n  c i t ie s  operated their re creatio n  programs through the Enabling 
Act of 1 9 4 7 . 11
Laws have been e s ta b lish e d  w hich have allowed a ll  c i t ie s  to 
finance  their recreation  and parks programs throughout a l l  s ta te s  in the 
union. This factor has indicated  the importance re crea tio n  w ill  play in 
the fu tu re .
C lare  nee H. Laber, "A Study of the Status of M unicipal 
Sponsored Summer R ecreation  Programs in the Twenty-Two Largest C it ie s  
of North D akota" (unpublished M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  U niversity  of North 
D ako ta , 1964),  p. 18.
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R ecreation  today has becom e an important segm ent o f American
l i f e .  Further automation in the years ahead w ill  make le isu re  of even
g reater  s ig n if ic a n c e  to the people of our country. For many, work w ill
only be the means of securing  in le isu re  th ose  e x p e rien ces  that make
l i f e  m eanin gfu l. R ecreation  has becom e a s ig n if ic a n t  function in our
American s o c ie ty ,  it has come of a g e .
The people o f no other country and no other age had ever had 
anything l ik e  the le is u r e ,  the d iscretion ary  incom e, or the 
re cre a t io n a l  c h o ice s  of the American people in m id-tw entieth 
century . It w as overwhelming. S c ie n c e  and the machine 
had reshaped trad itional patterns into hundreds of new form s. 
Something had undoubtedly been  lo s t ,  but a ls o  a great deal 
had been g a in ed . Working men and working w o m e n --fa c to ry  
o p e ra t iv e s ,  plum bers, w a i t r e s s e s ,  bank c le r k s ,  farm -han d s, 
s ten o g rap h ers , s to re k e e p e rs ,  subway gu ard s , m il l -h a n d s , 
garment workers , o f f ic e  boys , t ru ck -d r iv e rs— found co u n tless  
p leasu res  and am usements read ily  a v a ila b le  that had once 
been  re s tr ic ted  to the privileged few . The dem ocracy had 
come into its  re crea tio n a l h e r ita g e .  It had ach ieved  both 
le isu re  and the means to en joy  i t .  Even though they might 
not a lw ays have used th is  le isu re  to the b e s t  ad v antage , the 
American people had learned to p lay . ^
One of the s ig n if ic a n t  s o c ia l  trends frequently mentioned in 
re crea tio n  planning w as the in crea se d  le isu re  time made a v a ila b le  by 
te ch n o lo g y , cybernation , and autom ation. But, on the other hand, 
more le isu re  time evidently  was not a s  important as  the in c re a s e  in 
more money to be spent on re cre a t io n .  There was le s s  le isu re  b e ca u se  
o f more working hours per fam ily , but there was more money a v a ila b le  
to en jo y  th e s e  le isu re  hours. The unemployed have the le isu re  but not
12 D u lles  , ojd. c i t . , p . 397 .
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the money.
Perhaps, b e c a u se  everyone thought of h im self  as king o f h is  own
le isu re  domain, everyone had a different concept of le is u r e .  Plato said
that the three most worthwhile things in l i f e ,  ju s t i c e ,  beauty and truth,
could not be defined. Perhaps the same w as true of le is u re .
Many Americans have a great deal of le isu re  tim e, and m illions 
more w ill  have enforced le isu re  time on their hands whether they 
w ant it or not, as  we move into a le isu re  co n sc io u s  and probably 
a le isu re  centered s o c ie ty .  W e have 1 6 8 ,0 0 0  fewer auto workers 
than we had ten years ag o , 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  fewer s t e e l  workers than ju s t  
s ix  years a g o ,  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  l e s s  miners than e igh teen  years ag o ,
6 7 0 ,0 0 0  fewer railroad workers than in 1 9 4 7 . Automation w ill  
e lim inate  tw enty-four m illion jo b s  in th is  d e ca d e .
W e should think of le isu re  as  an opportunity for learn ing , 
a s  a p o ss ib le  cultivator of ta s te s  and in te re s ts  and s k i l ls  and 
v a lu e s ,  as  a potential in flu ence  for good upon our behav ior, as  
a means of helping to give b a la n ce  in a work w hich is  out of 
b a la n c e ,  as  a so ftener of blows which rev ea l our im perfection , 
a s  an opportunity for c re a t iv e ,  e x c i t in g ,  adventuresom e, and 
fu ll l iv in g . W is e  u se  of le isu re  time through re crea tio n  w ill  
g ive us th is  . ^
Trad ition ally , the term "recrea t io n "  was applied to th o se  a c t iv i t ie s  
that provided re laxa tio n  after to i l .  This helped the individual to 
" re c r e a te "  h im se lf .  In most c a s e s  it  w as viewed as having no purpose 
beyond that of immediate enjoym ent. Indeed, the p resen ce  of oth^r 
g o a ls ,  or p u rp o ses, made an a c t iv i ty  somewhat su sp e c t  as  re cre a t io n .
One of the major o b je c t iv e s  of education for h a lf  a century has 
been  the worthy use of le is u r e ,  Today, the sch o o ls  of America have 13
13 C harles K. B r ig V b il l ,  "L e is u re ,  I ts  Meaning and Im p lic a t io n s ,"  
R e cre a tio n , LVII, No. 1 (January, 1964),  p p . 1 0 - 1 1 .
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g reater  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  than ever before in instruction  and s e rv ic e s  in 
re c re a t io n .  New and s ig n if ic a n t  programs have been planned in which 
individuals may learn re crea tio n a l understandings , s k i l l s  and knowl­
edges . R ecreation  and education are somewhat synonym ous.
One cannot draw a d is t in c t  line  betw een education and 
re c re a t io n .  The terms are too broad and en co m p assin g , they 
overlap trem endously.
R ecreation  and education  are b a s ic  human needs and prime 
o b je c t iv e s  of l i f e .  The f ie ld s  o f recrea tio n  and education 
en h an ce  one another and neither can claim  a monopoly over 
the other.
S in ce  le isu re  time is  d iscretion ary  tim e , it can be used 
w is e ly  and co n stru ctiv e ly  or unw isely  and d e s tru c t iv e ly .
Never before has there been  a greater  opportunity for s c h o o ls ,  
p a r k s , and recreatio n  a g e n c ie s  to jo in  fo rces  in promoting the 
worthy use of le isu re  tim e, in creatin g  and making b e tter  use 
o f sch o o l-p a rk  fa c i l i t i e s  for outdoor la b o ra to r ie s ,  in building 
outdoor e d u ca tio n -re crea t io n  centers  for resid ent and day u s e ,  
in creating  nature cen ters  and jo in tly  employing the s e rv ic e s  
o f p ro fess io n a l n atu ra lis ts  and outdoor education coord inators, 
in u tiliz in g  the ta len ts  of laymen sk illed  in various a s p e c ts  of 
the natural s c i e n c e s ,  outdoor related  sp o r ts ,  and nature 
h o b b ie s .
There is  a song that “ no man is  an i s la n d ,"  it is  l ik e w ise  
true that s c h o o ls ,  parks and recreatio n  a g e n c ie s  cannot remain 
a lo o f  to the demands for outdoor e d u ca tio n -re cre a t io n .  Where 
su ch  demands do not e x i s t ,  recreators  and educators c a n ,  and 
should work together to crea te  such dem ands. ^
There can  be no doubt that the sch o o l w ill  perhaps assum e a much 
g reater  re sp o n s ib il i ty  for recreatio n  in the future. An example of th is  
trend w as revealed  in the growth in the number of community sch o o ls  
w hich conduct a fu ll-d a y  of acad em ic  work during the day and open
^ H o w a rd  E. W e a v e r ,  "Outdoor Education Outdoor R e c re a t io n ,"  
The Foil (Spring, 19 6 8 ) ,  p. 19.
16
th eir  doors for recreatio n  a c t iv i t ie s  at night. F lin t ,  M ich ig an , the 
father of this p lan , could be considered the prime exam p le. Many 
sch o o ls  in the United S ta te s  have followed su it .
Vice President of the United S t a t e s ,  Hubert H. Humphrey, cited
the need for more and better re crea tio n  programs in th e se  troubled tim es
of o u r s . He a ls o  sta ted  that there were many outstanding recreatio n
programs in the c i t ie s  of America. H ow ever, the problem which has
continued to e x is t  was that of com m unication.
W e need to get the word to many youngsters who, for a variety  
o f r e a s o n s ,  may not know of the s e rv ic e s  which you ably  pro­
v id e . Too many young people in " n o th in g-to -d o -n eigh borh oo d s" 
becom e resign ed  to re la tiv e  id le n e s s ;  many drift into a c t iv i t ie s  
w hich are contrary to their and to their community's b e s t  in te re s t .
I b e l ie v e  as you do in youth. As a former M ayor, as  a former 
U. S .  Senator , as Vice President and as a parent, I know that 
grown-ups must e x e r c is e  im agination to a ttract youth 's  w hole­
some ta le n ts  and energy.
All young people have " in te r e s t  b u tto n s ."  Our jo b  does 
require ingenuity; we need to arouse and help channel their 
in te re s ts  into recreatio n  a c t iv i t ie s  which w ill  open gatew ays 
to happier, more u sefu l l iv e s  both today and tomorrow.
W e must spread the good word. W e must te l l  th e se  youngsters 
about our programs. D ia lo g u e --n o t  ju s t  m o n o lo g u e --is  e s s e n t ia l .
In th is  w ay, we w ill  be communicating with and developing our 
g re a te s t  natural re s o u rc e - -o u r  youth ^
Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey w as very instrum ental in s e e ­
ing that the Bureau of Outdoor R ecreation  for federal matching funds 
under the Land and W ater C onservation  Fund Act of 1965 was e s ta b l is h e d .  
North Dakota has participated  in th is  s in c e  the ac t iv a tio n  of the a c t .
^Hubert H. Humphrey, “R e cre a tio n 's  Vital R o le ,"  R e cre a tio n , 
III  (June, 1967),  p. 13 .
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S in ce  1965 , over 50 re crea tio n  p ro je c ts  have been a ct iv a te d  in North 
D akota bringing over $ 3 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  into the economy of the s t a te .  A 
com plete accou nt of approved, com pleted , and pending p ro je cts  as of 
June 1, 1 9 6 8 , may be found in Appendix A.
It is  in the le isu re  of man that he must find many of his oppor­
tu n it ies  to gain recognition  and s ta tu s .  A man may be unnoticed in tlie 
fa c to ry , but the idol o f  thousands on the b a ll  f ie ld .  A child  may not be 
much o f a s u c c e s s  in h is  stud ies  but he may be the star  of the community 
center  dram atic production.
C onstant m ediocrity  or continued failure may be extrem ely harm­
ful to the p e rso n a lit ie s  of se n s i t iv e  ch ildren , e s p e c ia l ly  when the 
young are under pressure from adults to su cce e d  in th o se  a c t iv i t ie s  in 
w hich they p o s s e s s  but l i t t le  or no a b i l i ty .  The recreatio n  program can 
make an important contribution in th e se  c a s e s  to the enrichment of 
p e rso n a lity .  Here the individual may d isco v er areas in which he has 
the po tentia lity  to e x c e l .  In re crea tio n  the individual may find someone
who can  a s s i s t  him to develop the s k i l ls  e s s e n t ia l  to superior perfor- 
16m a n c e .
The writer ch o se  to in v e s t ig a te  stud ies  and reports o f  s ta tu s  in 
re crea tio n  of s ta te s  in the m id -w est and n o rth -w est .  It w as fe lt  that 
an in v e stig a tio n  of th e se  areas would be more s ig n if ic a n t  and more
^ R o n a ld  F .  P a ig e ,  "P lanning Tomorrow's P a r k s ,"  R e c re a t io n ,
II (June, 1965) , 295 .
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c lo s e ly  re la ted  to the w riter 's  study. A study of s ta te s  of complete 
in d u str ia liza t io n , urban dom ination , larger populations and/or w ealth ier  
c i t iz e n s  did not seem apropros .
Thomas Goodale conducted a study of le isu re  behavior and 
a ttitud es of s e le c te d  M inneapolis , M in n e s o ta , res id en ts  . The in v e s t i ­
gator hoped to d isco v er  the common and different c h a ra c te r is t ic s  people 
shared in the same p h ysica l sp a ce  and a re a .  These c h a ra c te r is t ic s  
revolved around the behavior and attitud es toward re crea tio n  in the city  
o f M inneapolis  . He a ls o  wanted to d isco v er  th o se  things to which 
d if fe ren ces  could be attributed .
Apparently Goodale w as unable to d isco v er  very many shared 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  s in c e  his only co n clu s io n  w as : data on res id en ts  of 
M in n e ap o lis ,  M innesota, should be further analyzed and more re sea rch  
and data was needed in th is  a re a .
Robert E . H alstead surveyed e lev en  cou n ties  in Southw estern 
W is c o n s in  and randomly s e le c te d  100 s u b je c ts  from th e se  co u n tie s .  He 
conducted his study through a qu estio n n aire  and personal interview . 
H a ls te a d 's  main o b je c t iv e  w as to find what e f fe c t  p h y sica l  education 
had upon the individuals as far as their s e le c t io n  of le isu re  time 
a c t iv i t ie s  was concerned . 17
17 Thomas L ester  G oodale , "An A nalysis of Leisure Behavior and 
Attitudes in S e le c te d  M inneapolis  C ensus T racts"  (unpublished M a ste r 's  
t h e s i s ,  University  of I l l in o is  , 1965 ) ,  p p . 1 1 - 1 3 ,  4 7 - 4 8 .
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The inv estigator surveyed 50 fem ales  and 50 m a le s .  They were
randomly s e le c te d  from the tax  ro lls  of the e lev en  southernmost counties
in W is c o n s in .  All 100 s u b je c ts  had taken  p h y sica l  education in high
s c h o o l .  The c la s s  w as required in a l l  W is c o n s in  high s c h o o ls .  He
concluded that the p h y sica l  education curriculum had not met the needs
of the population and that l i t t le  a ttention  had been  given to carry -ov er
a c t iv i t ie s  . Very l i t t le  correlation  e x is te d  betw een re crea tio n  and
p h y s ic a l  education in counties sam pled . There was minimal d ev elo p -
1 ftment of worthwhile re crea t io n a l s k i l l s  .
N ebraska began its  study of re s o u r c e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  programs and 
lead ersh ip  through a four-county  community recrea tio n  inventory. They 
hoped th is  study would be followed through on a county b a s is  until the 
entire  s ta te  of N ebraska had been  surveyed.
The four coun ties  surveyed in N ebraska were Jo h n so n , Nemaha, 
P aw n ee, and Richardson. The in v estig ato rs  found the problems and the 
sco p e  of the recrea tio n  programs to be of the same nature in a l l  four 
c o u n t ie s .  The main recreatio n  program in each  community was b a s e b a l l  
and s o f tb a l l .  All counties p laced  l i t t le  em phasis on recreatio n  programs 
for g ir ls  o f  a l l  ag es  and adults . P icn ick ing  areas were lo cated  in most 
o f  the c i t ie s  surveyed. Only a sm all percentage  of the c i t ie s  had *
^ R o b e r t  E . H a ls ta e d ,  "A Survey of Rural Population and the 
E ffe c t  of P h y sica l  Education Upon the S e le c t io n  of Leisure Time 
A c t iv it ie s "  (unpublished M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  U niversity  of W is c o n s in , 
1964) ,  pp.  6 7 - 6 9 .
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swimming pools .
It w as the co n se n su s  of the survey that every community in th is 
four county area  should s tart a planning committee for re creatio n  
and p arks. The planning procedure should be divided into three 
p h a se s :
1 . To know what your s itu ation  is today.
2 . To plan where you want to g o . W hat kind of a community
do you w ant?
3 .  To d ecid e  the b e s t  way to get th ere . W hat s p e c i f ic  s tep s  
do you have to take  to get where you want to be tomorrow, 
or 10 , or 20 years from now. ^
A survey w as made of the e x is t in g  re crea tio n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  person n el,  
ad m in istra tio n , f in an ces  and programs in the c ity  of D elaw are , O hio . 
D e f ic ie n c ie s  were found to e x is t  in a l l  a r e a s .  The principal la ck  w as 
re crea t io n  su bd iv isions in the government structure of the c i ty .  There 
w as no re crea tio n  com m ission or park board that had authority to handle 
fu nd s, personnel and p o l i c i e s . 19 201̂
A study w as made in W eber County, U tah, on the adm inistration 
and organization  of re crea tio n  in that county. The study w as limited to 
p u blic  re crea tio n  in W eber County, I ta h , and to a proposed pattern of 
ad m inistrativ e  o rg an izatio n . A n alytical and d e scr ip tiv e  methods were 
u se d .  The co n c lu s io n s  w ere:
19 L in co ln , N ebraska , U niversity  Extension  D iv is io n ,  "Community 
R ecreatio n  In v en to ry ,"  Vol. I (August, 1967), P. 5 2 .20 L ester  P . F ranz, "E x is t in g  R ecreation  F a c i l i t ie s  , Perso n n el,  
A dm inistration, F in a n c e s ,  and Programs in the City o f D elaw are , Ohio" 
(unpublished M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  Ohio S ta te  U n iv ers ity , 1965 ) ,  p. 8 7 .
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An advisory co u n cil  should be used in planning public  re cre a t io n .  
Administrative authority should be d elegated  to a n o n -p o lit ica l  
recreatio n  board; p ro fess io n a l personnel should be employed for 
e x e c u t iv e ,  supervisory and leadership  p ositions and the e s t a b l i s h ­
ment of a county department of recrea tio n  should be accom p lished  
through dem ocratic  procedures insuring high stand ard s. 21
John Beahm conducted a study on the recrea tio n a l programs offered
the c it iz e n s  of E v ere tt ,  W ash in gto n , arid the need for improvement in the
re crea tio n  program. He sen t q u estio n n aires  to 250 respondents in
E v ere tt ,  W ash in g to n , and used random s e le c t io n .  His findings were:
That re crea tio n  was only reaching a sm all segm ent of the com­
munity population. That the recreatio n  program was providing 
in su ff ic ie n t  opportunities in swimming, b ik in g , p ic n ic s ,  w ater 
s p o r ts ,  and cam ping. E stab lish in g  a municipal recrea tio n  
authority and hiring a qualified  recrea tio n  director w as recom ­
mended . 22
It would seem that many stud ies  of recreatio n  in North Dakota 
have been  done. Many of th e se  studies w ere sim ilar in nature to studies 
of other neighboring s t a t e s . After an a n a ly s is  of the reports and studies 
made in other s t a t e s ,  it w as the w riter 's  opinion that North D ak o ta 's  
progress in re crea tio n  and parks has kept pace  with the progress made 
in neighboring s t a t e s .
One of the f irs t  re sea rch  stud ies  in re crea tio n  in North Dakota was
^■ *Tern D avis Taylor, "A Recommended Pattern of Administrative 
O rganization for Integrating Recreation  in W eber County, Utah" 
(unpublished M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  U niversity  of U ta h , I 9 6 0 ) ,  p. 6 7 .
^ J o h n  L. Beahm, "A Study of the R ecreational Programs Offered 
the C itizen s  of E v ere tt ,  vVashington, and Their Attitude Toward the 
Need for Improved Recreation S e rv ic e s "  (unpublished m a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  
U n iversity  of W ashington , 19 6 2 ) ,  p. 19.
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conducted by Donald Clark in 1 9 4 9 . His study w as concerned with the 
re la tio n sh ip  which e x is ted  betw een the re crea tio n  movement in the 
s ta te  o f North Dakota and that of the national program. Q u estio n ­
naires were se n t to 75 c i t ie s  in the s ta te  of North D akota and then 
compared with re sea rch  done in other s ta te s  in the United S t a t e s .
Clark summarized and made the follow ing co n c lu s io n s :
1 . The s ta te  of North Dakota has a com prehensive and
in c lu s iv e  recreation  enabling a c t .  The a c t  contains the 
n e c e s s a ry  provisions to authorize a com plete program of 
community recreatio n  for res id en ts  of the s t a te .
2 . E leven communities in North D akota have secured lo ca l  
re crea tio n  le g is la t io n .  The c i t ie s  are: B ism arck , C rosb y ,
D ev ils  Lake, G arrison , G rafton , Grand F ork s , M a y v i l le ,
M inot, Rolla , Rugby, and W i l l i s t o n .
3 .  The in tere st  in recreatio n  and the recognition  of i ts  need 
a s  an integral part of community l i fe  in th is  s ta te  and 
e lsew h ere  has ach ieved  recognition  and strengthened 
both the hope and b e l ie f  that more communities w ill  pass 
the n e c e ssa ry  lo c a l  referendums and w ill  b en efit  in 
in creas in g  m easures from the wisdom of its p ro v is ion s .
4 .  W h ile  the number of functioning programs is  not la rg e ,
the ex is t in g  programs are not d e f ic ie n t  in the quality  of
the a c t iv i t ie s  they sponsor. In gen eral it is  the author's
opinion that the b e s t  of the functioning programs in North
Dakota comnare favorably with the b e s t  in other mid- 
9 9w estern  s t a t e s .  J
Leonard O lson conducted a study concerned with the degree of 
e x is t in g  cooperation betw een the sch o o ls  and community re crea tio n a l 
groups in North D akota . O lson fe lt  that sch o o ls  and re creatio n  programs 
have many fa c i l i t i e s  w h ich , if  u tilized  co o p era tiv e ly ,  could be organized
2 3 co n a ld  A. Clark "The Developm ent of Community Recreation  in 
North D akota" (unpublished M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  U niversity  of North 
D ako ta , 1 9 4 9 ) ,  pp. 1 3 0 -3 2 .
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into a year-around recreatio n  program. O lson fe lt  that each  o f th e se  
governments had fa c i l i t i e s  and equipment that were used only part of 
the t im e. Such cap ita l investm ents served no purpose w hile  id le ,  but 
could read ily  support forms of re crea tio n  which were d e s ira b le .  O lson 
concluded our need w as to e s ta b l is h ,  in the b e s t  p o ss ib le  w ay , coop­
e ra tiv e  u se  of th e s e  a s s e t s  and to provide organized re crea tio n  to the 
community as a w hole . O lson concluded from his study that:
1. N inety-four per cent of the re crea tio n  directors were sch o o l 
p e rso n n e l .
2 . Ninety per cent of the communities surveyed have a c t iv e  
summer programs .
3 .  The sch o o l u tilized  the community reso u rces  more than the 
community u tilized  the sch o o l reso u rces  .
a .  The sch o o l used community reso u rces  such a s :  auditorium, 
v acan t f ie ld s ,  h o rsesh oe  co u rts ,  skating  r in k s ,  p lay ­
grounds, b a se b a l l  p arks, swimming p o o ls ,  museum s, 
so ftb a ll  diamonds.
b .  The community re creatio n  used the sch o o l re so u rce s  such 
a s :  gymnasium, a th le t ic  f i e l d , c la s s ro o m s ,  home 
econom ics room, d ressin g  room s, show ers.
4 .  The Superintendent of Sch oo ls  alone made the ru les in 5 7 per 
cent of the communities as far as what and when the com­
munity re creatio n  could u se  the s c h o o ls '  f a c i l i t i e s .
5 .  The survey a ls o  showed that the jan ito r  is  very important in 
th is  cooperation of a g e n c ie s  , s in c e  he is  the one that opens 
and c le a n s  the fa c i l i t i e s  after the recreatio n  program is 
co m p le ted .
6 . The cooperation betw een th e s e  two a g e n c ie s  does e x is t  in 
most of the communities su rveyed , but it could be greatly  
in crease d  to provide better  re crea tio n a l opportunities for 
the people of the s t a t e .  ^
^ L e o n a r d  J .  O lso n , "D eg ree  of E x istin g  Cooperation Between the 
S ch o o ls  and Community R ecreatio n al Groups in North D akota" (unpub­
lish e d  M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  University  of North D a k o ta , 1950), pp. 5 0 - 5 4 .
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Layton conducted a rather in terestin g  study. It w as concerned 
with the a c t iv i t ie s  in which b u s in e ss  men and p ro fess io n al men in 
North D akota were engaged during le isu re  tim e. He categorized  his 
study into five  main o b je c t iv e s :
1 . In what re cre a t io n a l  a c t iv i t ie s  are b u s in e ss  and p ro fess io n a l 
men in North D akota taking part during their le isu re  hours?
2 . In what a c t iv i t ie s  are they greatly  in terested  in which they
are not now taking an a c t iv e  part?
3 . W hat re crea t io n a l a c t iv i t ie s  do they en joy  only as  a
sp e c ta to r?
4 .  To determine what a c t iv i t ie s  b u s in e ss  and p ro fess io n al 
men do not e n jo y .
5 . I f  there is  a d ifferen ce  in type and extent of p artic ipation
depending on the age of the b u s in e ss  and p ro fess io n al m e n . ^
The c h ie f  findings of Layton's study were as fo llow s:
1. For the most part re crea tio n  programs in a ll  communities in 
North D akota are s e t  up for the younger age groups. Only 
1 4 .1  per cent of the men questioned  in the study p a r t ic i ­
pated in an  organized re crea tio n  program.
2 . Sports and games were ranked number one in the a c t iv i t ie s
that the men participated  in .
3 . The study seem ed to point out that car driving and sight
se e in g  w as another top as far a s  a c t iv i t ie s  which pro­
fe s s io n a l  men p artake .
4 .  A d e s ire  for more crea tiv e  a c t iv i t ie s  is  ind icated  in the 
stu d y . Photography ranked f irs t  as  an a c t iv i ty  which men 
would l ik e  to p a rt ic ip a te .
5 . B a sk e tb a ll  and hockey are the most popular sp ecta to r  sp o rts .  
Many men have participated  in th e se  a c t iv i t ie s  during youth 
and their in tere st  remains only as  a sp e c ta to r .
6 .  M en did not l ik e  co lle c t in g  and drama a c t iv i t ie s  in their 
re crea tio n  habits  . M u sic  w as another fie ld  which did not 
rank high on the returns . ^6
^ D o n a l d  Layton, "L e isu re - t im e  A ctiv it ies  of Bu sin ess  and Pro­
fe s s io n a l  Men in North D akota" (unpublished M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  
U n iversity  of North D a k o ta , 1 9 5 1 ) ,  p. 3 .
26 I b id . , p p . 7 3 -7 4  .
25
Harold Poier conducted a survey of summer re creatio n  programs in 
33 sm all communities of the Red River V a lley . This survey included 
sm all communities in North D akota and M in n esota . Poier wanted to 
determine to what extent sm all town communities kept step or were 
retarded in the advancement of re crea tio n a l opportunities. It embraced 
a survey o f f a c i l i t i e s  and equipm ent, a c t iv i t ie s ,  sp o nso rsh ip , le a d e r­
sh ip ,  the re lationship  to the s c h o o ls ,  f in a n c e s ,  and other pertinent 
data that could be obta in ed . The survey w as limited to tow ns, s e le c te d  
at random, in the Red River Valley and ad ja c e n t  areas . It w as concerned 
with communities (3000 or l e s s  in population) w hose f a c i l i t ie s  , reso u rces  
and problems were quite d ifferent in many re s p e c ts  from the larger 
m u n ic ip a lit ie s .  Thirty-three communities were surveyed.
P o ier1 s co n clu sio n s  were centered around sound le a d e rsh ip . He 
fe lt  that a l l  the surveyed communities had the potential for sound 
re crea tio n  programs. However, the lack  of sound, p ro fe ss io n a l ,  
lead ersh ip  kept the re crea tio n  programs from reaching th is  p o ten tia l .
Poier made th e se  co n c lu s io n s :
1. R ecreation  directors in the communities of the Red River 
V alley  should be as  w ell trained in th eir  fie ld s as are 
s p e c ia l i s t s  in other p ro fess io n a l groups .
2 . B ecau se  of the s c a r c i ty  of trained leaders and b e ca u se
many m u nic ip alit ies  can only afford to hire one fu lly -  
trained em ployee, there is  a n e c e s s i ty  for training p art- 
time workers , volunteer em ployees , summer playground 
leaders  and others in terested  in re cre a t io n .
3 . None of the communities were making any effort to have
personnel trained for their  recreatio n  programs , excep t 
in connection  with the swimming program.
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4 .  M ost of the people in th is  area do not have the co rrec t in ter ­
pretation of the term "recrea t io n "  i t s e l f .  To large numbers it 
i s  only p lay , mainly games and sp o rts .  Too many c i t iz e n s  do 
not re a l iz e  or seem aware of the need , im portance, and v alu es 
of broad recreatio n  opportu nities, or a t l e a s t  they do not c o n ­
cern  th em selv es  in that d irect io n .
5 . C erta in ly  one of the most seriou s of the shortcom ings that 
the survey exposed was the la ck  of com m unity-w ide, board 
appeal that a recreatio n  program should p o s s e s s .  M ost of 
the programs appealed only to ch ildren , and then mainly to 
b o y s ,  and then ju s t  to th ose  whose in te re s ts  were b a se b a ll  
and swimming.
6. A ctiv it ies  for g irls  were g ro ss ly  n e g lec te d  and the older the 
girl and woman b e ca m e , the l e s s  the programs offered her.
7 . There were few opportunities for adults and e s p e c ia l ly  the 
older o n e s .
8 . Sports and games monopolized the programs alm ost com p lete ly .
9 . As a ru le , most of the school buildings were locked during 
the summer months and could not be used for summer 
r e c r e a t io n .
10. A surprisingly large number of th ese  sm all town communities 
had parks and p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and most were w ell kept.
11. There were no provisions for indoor recreatio n  during the 
summer months. During inclem ent w eather the recreation  
programs were p o s tp o n e d .^ 7
Skaar conducted a study on swimming pools in a l l  North Dakota 
com m unities. The purpose of th is  study w as to gain information in 
regard to constructed  swimming pools in the s ta te  of North D akota.
• S p e c i f ic  points Skaar covered in th is  study were:
1. L o cation , s i z e ,  and construction  of swimming pools 
in North D akota .
2 . Operational procedures and f a c i l i t i e s  of swimming 
pools in North D akota .
2 7Harold Poier, "A Survey of Summer R ecreation  Programs in the 
Sm all Communities of the Red River V alley" (unpublished M a ste r 's  
t h e s i s ,  U n iv ers ity  of North D akota , 1954),  pp. 1 3 5 -3 7 .
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3 .  In stru ctio n al programs of swimming pools in North 
D a k o ta .
The summary and co n clu s io n s  were b ased  upon the re sp o n ses  the 
author receiv ed  from the 31 pool d irectors in the s ta te  of North D akota .
1 . I t  was found that there are 35 swimming pools in the 
s ta te  of North D ako ta . Of th is  group 29 pools are out­
doors and s ix  are indoor pools .
2 .  T w en ty -s ix  pools are lo ca te d  in the eastern  h a lf  of the 
s ta te  o f North D ako ta , and nine are lo cated  in the w estern  
h a lf .
3 .  Park Boards operate 5 4 .8  per cent of the swimming pools 
in North D akota . Other groups which operate swimming 
pools are c ity  b o ard s , education in s t i tu t io n s ,  Y . M . C . A . ' s ,
. a fire  department, a corporation, and a Lion's C lub.
4 .  The two periods of most frequent pool construction  were 
during the 19 3 0 ' s  when 3 4 . 2  per cent of the pools were 
co nstructed  with the a s s i s t a n c e  of the WPA, and during the 
la s t  decade when 5 4 .5  per cent of the pools were b u ilt .
5 . The average number o f months in the year that the outdoor 
pools are in operation is  2 . 7 ,  w hile  indoor pools are in 
operation for 1 0 . 6  months .
6 .  During the 1955 swimming s e a s o n ,  the average daily  
a tten d an ce  in North D akota swimming pools w as 3 7 3 . 7 .
7.  In North D ako ta , 8 7 . 1  per cent of the pools have diving 
boards . W ith the excep tio n  of the private pool at Sar les  
a l l  North Dakota swimming pools provide showers for u se  
before and after  swimming.
8 . All pools in North D akota have some sort of in stru ctio n al 
program in swimming. The la rg e s t  of tne sponsors of 
swimming instruction  programs is the American Red C ross 
w hich sponsors 7 6 . 5 .
9 .  Yearly public swimming dem onstrations are presented for the 
public  at 4 8 . 8  per cent o f  the pools in North D akota .
10 . Educational in stitu tion s in North D akota which have swim­
ming pools are Fargo C entral High S ch o o l,  Minot High 
S c h o o l ,  and the U niversity  of North D akota . ^
^ M a r v i n  Sk aar, "Swimming Pools in a l l  North Dakota Communi­
t i e s "  (unpublished M a ste r 's  t h e s i s ,  U niversity  of North D ako ta , 1956) ,
p.  2.
 ̂%bid . , pp . 5 5 - 5  6.
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C laren ce  H. Laber conducted the most recen t study in recreatio n  
in North D ako ta . L aber 's  study w as conducted in 1964 and w as co n ­
cerned with determining the s ta tu s  of m unicipally  sponsored summer 
re crea tio n  programs in the tw enty-tw o la rg e s t  c i t ie s  of North D ako ta . 
This study sought to determine the ex ten t the la rg e s t  communities kept 
step  or were retarded in the advancem ent of re crea t io n a l opportunities 
for people of a l l  ages  .
The data used in th is  study were obtained in the summer of 1963.  
It w as concerned with m unicipally  sponsored recreatio n  programs in 
only the tw enty-tw o la rg e s t  c i t ie s  in North D ako ta . No m unicipality  
with a population of l e s s  than two thousand w as included in th is  study. 
Only the summer re crea tio n  program w as includ ed . The c i t ie s  were 
divided into two groups: th o se  with a population over 1 0 , 0 0 0  com­
prised one group and th o se  under 1 0 , 0 0 0  were included in the other 
group.
Labe»" concluded the following:
1. Larger communities employed full time qualif ied  re crea t io n a l 
d irectors  w hile  the sm aller  communities u tilized  members of 
the sc h o o ls '  p h y sica l  education departm ents.
2 . Larger c i t ie s  financed the program by a tax  levied  for r e c r e ­
a t io n . The m ajority  of the sm aller c i t ie s  financed the pro­
gram by contributions or donations .
3 . S u ff ic ien t f a c i l i t i e s  and equipment were a v a ila b le  in the
m u n ic ip a lit ies  surveyed to carry out an adequate summer 
program.
4 .  M ost o f  the a c t iv i t ie s  provided were for children and youtho n
with the g re a te s t  concentration  on a c t iv i t ie s  fo1' Loys . u
30 Laber, og_. c i t .  . p . 3 1 .
29
Summary of Review of Related Literature 
A review of the literature included in th is  in v e stig a tio n  rev ea ls  
the following problem s, h is to ry , tren d s, d e f in it io n s ,  and future of 
recrea tio n :
1 .  The f irs t  s e t t l e r s ,  who came over in the Mayflower 
a c tu a lly  had very l i t t le  time or opportunity to p lay .
The combination of harsh c ircu m stan ces  and strong 
re lig iou s b e l ie fs  fasten ed  upon them the n e c e s s i ty  
for continual work.
2 .  During the 18th and 19th centuries  p o lit ica l  progress 
w as made in the estab lish m en t of the fo rty -e ig h t 
s t a t e s .  The r is e  of re c re a t io n ,  g am e s , and even 
sports developed as  q u ick ly  a s  did the r is e  of hom e­
s t e a d s , fa c to r ie s  and c i t i e s .
3 . M ost of the sports invented and developed were
started  in the Eastern  s t a t e s .  B a s e b a l l ,  croquet, 
ro ller  sk a tin g , t e nni s ,  track  and field  e v e n ts ,  and 
b icy c l in g  were the sports that created  the most 
e x c ite m e n t .
4 . The f irs t  form of organized recreatio n  began in 1885
in Boston , M a ssa c h u se t ts ,w ith  the opening of the 
Sand Garden^ .
5 . H is to r ica l  h ighlights of re crea tio n  through the middle
30
of the 20th century included: the es tab lish m en t of organized 
re crea tio n  program through the government s tru ctu re , national 
a s s o c ia t io n s  organized in re crea tio n  and parks, cooperation 
betw een the sch o o l and recreatio n  in u tiliza tio n  of personnel 
and f a c i l i t ie s  in the larger c i t ie s  of United S t a t e s , and 
c o lle g e  training for the lead ers  of tomorrow in the fie ld  of 
re crea tio n  and p a rk s .
6 . The entire  re creatio n  movement becam e more pronounced 
after  World W ar II than at any time in the p a s t .  This 
occurred d esp ite  the many problems of international 
ten s io n s  which continued to p e rs is t  and m ultiply. In 
many r e s p e c ts ,  a fter  World W ar I I ,  the progress of the 
re crea tio n  movement in the s ta te  of North D akota and the 
other s ta te s  of the union progressed at somewhat the same 
comparative p a c e .
7 . The es tab lish m en t of the North Dakota R ecreation  Enabling 
Act of 1947 allowed e a ch  community in North Dakota to 
le g a l ly  tax  their c i t iz e n s  for the purpose of e s ta b lish in g  
re crea tio n  program s. It gave each  city  in North Dakota 
the opportunity to organize a permanent re creatio n  program 
in their c i ty .
8 .  During the lCuO s and 1 9 6 0 ' s ,  automation took over the 
United S ta te s  s o c ie ty .  W e becam e a s o c ie ty  with much
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le isu re  time on our h a n d s . W hat to do with that le isu re  
time becam e the q u estio n  and re crea tio n  seem ed to be 
the answ er.
9 .  One cannot draw a d is t in c t  l in e  betw een education and
re cre a t io n .  They are synonymous and overlap trem endously.
1 0 .  The opportunities e x is te n t  in a broad program of re creatio n  
for man to r i s e  above the le v e l  of m ediocrity  and find 
some one thing in w hich he can  win the p ra ise  of his 
fe llow s are alm ost in f in ite .
1 1 .  The trend of re se a rch  and development of recrea tio n  on 
the national le v e l  has in crease d  in the 1 9 6 0 ' s .
12.  M ost re sea rch  stud ies  made in the United S ta te s  found 
recrea tio n  programs in most c i t ie s  to be inadequate and 
the immediate need for strong recreatio n  le ad e rsh ip .
1 3 .  Recent stud ies  made in recreatio n  in North Dakota revealed :
a .  The estab lish m en t o f the R ecreation  Enabling Act 
o f  1947 provided many c i t ie s  the opportunity to 
organize their re crea tio n  program with f in a n c ia l  
su pport.
b .  Many c i t ie s  are not taking advantage of th is  law 
in financing  their recreatio n  programs .
c .  M ost c i t ie s  in North Dakota have s c h o o ls .  Yet ,  very 
few c i t ie s  are taking advantage of their sch o o l
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grounds and buildings to provide re crea t io n a l 
opportunities .
d . B u sin ess  and p ro fess io n a l men in North Dakota would 
l ik e  to be included in some form of re crea tio n  in their 
c i t i e s .  However, most c i t ie s  have limited recrea tio n a l 
opportunities for a d u l t s .
e .  Sm all c i t ie s  in North Dakota have some form of 
organized re crea tio n  for the children during the summer 
months and very l i t t le  during the w inter..
f .  E ig h ty -f iv e  per cen t of the swimming pools in North 
D akota were outdoor pools with ju s t  2 . 7  months of 
u t i l iz a t io n .  More em phasis should be p laced on 
the year-around swimming pool.
g .  A survey of the la rg e s t  tw enty-tw o communities in 
North D akota revealed  that the la rg e s t  percentage  of 
a c t iv i t ie s  were for ch ildren . The g rea tes t  co n ce n tra ­
tion on a c t iv i t ie s  w as for boys and very l i t t le  organized 
recreatio n  for a d u l t s .
CHAPTER II
PROCEDURES
The survey method was used to secu re  data regarding the s ta tu s  of 
recreatio n  and parks in North Dakota c i t i e s .  T hese  c i t ie s  were widely 
sca tte red  throughout the s ta te  of North Dakota; th ere fore , the survey 
method was the most fe a s ib le  for obtaining the data .
An o b je c t iv e ,  c h e c k - l i s t  type of questionnaire  was developed.
This questionnaire  was based  on re lated  literature pertinent to other sur­
veys that have been conducted in the f ie ld s  of p h y sica l  education and 
r e c r e a t io n .
The questionnaire  was developed so as  to require a minimum 
amount of time and effort on the part of the respondents and y et reveal 
s ig n if ic a n t  information in a form which would fa c i l i ta te  the com pilation 
and treatm ent of the d a ta .  The following ru les  were observed so a s  to 
make the questionnaire  more e f fe c t iv e  and c le a r ly  interpreted:
1. It should be as  brief as  p o s s ib le .
2 . The information asked  for must be otherw ise in a c c e s s ib le  
to the in v e s t ig a tio n .
3 . The s u b je c t  must not be a tr iv ia l o n e .
4 .  The qu estions ought to be aimed at obtaining factu a l d ata .
5 . The wording of every item ought to be understandable and 
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6 . The item s should be arranged in a n eat and lo g ica l  order.
7 . It should be conveniently  planned and s e t  up to take  a 
minimum of the resp on d en t's  tim e.
8 . C lear  in stru ctio n s  must be included a s  to the way the 
answ ers are to be in d ica te d . 1
Additional su gg estio n s  which the author attempted to follow  were 
provided by Nixon:
1. Q u estionnaire  should be p laced  on high quality paper.
2 . S ize  should be s e le c te d  for e a s e  in folding and mailing 
in number seven and eight e n v e lo p e s .
3 . Colored paper is  som etim es a ttrac t iv e  and fe a s ib le .
4 .  It should be printed if  f e a s ib le .
5 . Offer a summary of the f in d in g s .
6 . Include com plete information about re c o rd e r - - fu l l  name,  
t i t le  and a d d ress . O
7. Provide for more ch eck in g  rather than written a n s w e r s .
With th e se  c r ite r ia  in mind the writer proceeded to co n stru ct and 
develop a questionnaire  su itab le  to the to p ic .  Q u estions were developed 
and organized under various c a te g o r ie s  for a ten ta tiv e  ch e ck  l i s t .  These  
c a te g o r ie s  included qu estions on general inform ation, p arks, and r e c r e ­
ation r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  re creatio n  programs and s e rv ic e  a v a i la b le ,  parks 
and recreatio n  a re as  and f a c i l i t i e s ,  f in an ce  and b u s in e ss  m atters , bu dgets, 
•bonds, and federal gran ts .
S e le c t io n  of the C it ie s
Only c i t i e s  in North D akota with a population of se v e n ty -f iv e  or
■ ''Tyrus H illw ay , Introduction to R esearch  (Boston: Houghton M ifflin 
C o . , 1956) , p. 284 .
2
John Erskine N ixon, "The M ech an ics  of Q uestionnaire  C o n stru c­
t i o n , "  Journal of Educational R esearch  (M arch, 1954) ,  4 8 1 - 8 2 .
more people w ere surveyed. It w as the w riter 's  opinion that there  would 
be l i t t le  value in surveying c i t ie s  under the population of s e v e n ty -f iv e  
p e o p le ,  as  th e se  c i t ie s  do not have a form of organized c ity  government.
There were 290 c i t ie s  betw een the population of 7 5 - 5 0 , 0 0 0  peop le . 
These  c i t ie s  were identified from the 1968 North Dakota League of 
M u n ic ip a lit ies  D ire c to ry , which l is ted  the following information: name 
of c i ty ,  population of c i ty ,  c ity  o f f ic ia ls  and form of c ity  government.
C o lle c t io n  of the Data
After the l is t in g  of the 290 c i t ie s  with a population of over se v e n ty -  
f ive  people w as compiled; q u estio n n aires  were sen t to the A thletic  
D irector of the High School in the re sp e c t iv e  c i t i e s .  These  q u e s tio n ­
naires were mailed to intended respondents on May 10 , 1968.  A copy of 
th is  qu estionn aire  may be found in Appendix B . The le tters  of t ra n s ­
mittal which accom panied the q u estio n n aires  presented a background 
concerning the need for such a survey. A copy of the le tte r  of t ra n s ­
m ittal may be found in Appendix C .
On May 2 0 ,  1968,  when returns to ta led  110,  a fo llow -up le tter  of 
transm itta l was m ailed . A copy of th is  secon d le tter  of transm itta l may 
be found in Appendix D . This second le t te r  of transm ittal w as answered 
by the return of 27 more completed q u estio n n aires  .
On May 2 8 ,  1968,  the returns totaled  13 7. Another le tter  of tra n s ­
m ittal with the e n c lo sed  q uestionn aire  w ere m ailed . This le tte r  was
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mailed to the c ity  c lerk  or auditor of the c i t ie s  that had not responded.
A copy of th is  third le t te r  of transm itta l may be found in Appendix E .
Al so ,  to show the importance of returning th e  q u e stio n n a ire ,  the writer 
used the U niversity  of North D akota W atts  Line and telephoned the city  
c lerk  or auditor. This w as done once it had been  a sce rta in ed  he had 
re ce iv e d  the q u estio n n a ire .  He w as urged to complete the q uestionnaire  
and return i t .
The final return on June 14 , 1968,  revealed  that 215 u sa b le  q u e s tio n ­
naires of the 290 mailed had been  returned. This number represented  
7 4 . 1  per cent o f  the to ta l that had been m ailed . Four q u estio n n aires  
w ere returned u n ch ecked . Five le tte rs  were receiv ed  with stated  various 
reason s for the in ab ility  to return the completed q u e stio n n a ire .
CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS OF DATA
This chapter p resen ts  s t a t i s t i c s  concerning the number and per 
ce n t  of c i t i e s  in North D akota which responded to the study of sta tu s of 
re crea tio n  and parks in North Dakota c i t i e s .  A com plete l i s t  of the c i t ie s  
which responded to the q u estio n n aire , may be found in Appendix F .
R esp o n ses  were organized in various ways in an attempt to d e scr ib e  
a s  fu lly  a s  p o ss ib le  the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  in recreatio n  and park programs 
in re la tio n  to the various population groups. Facto rs  to be given c o n ­
sideration  were: park and re creatio n  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  , s e r v ic e s ,  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  f in an ce  and b u s in e ss  m atters .
Table 1 presented the manner in which the seven population ranges 
of the c i t i e s  in North Dakota were divided. Examination of Table 1 
r e v e a ls  290 c i t ie s  were se n t q uestionn aires  and 7 4 . 1  per ce n t responded.
Adequate resp o n se  is  n e c e s s a r y  in survey r e s e a rc h .  Bookwalter, 
D a v is ,  and Smith comment as  fo llow s on what may be considered  a d e ­
quate returns:
Adequate re sp o n se s  must be had to assu re  valid find ings.
W hat c o n st itu te s  adequate re sp o n se s  v ar ies  with the nature
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TABLE 1
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA 
RESPONDING TO QUESTIONNAIRE ACCORDING TO 
TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES




C it ie s  in Number 
Population of C it ie s  
Range Reporting
Per Cent 
of C it ie s  
Reporting
Total C it ie s 290 215 7 4 . 1
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6
5 0 1 -  1 , 0 0 0 43 37 8 6 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 5 0 0 24 24 1 0 0 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0
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of the study, but returns of over 50 per cent are gen erally  
consid ered  fa ir ly  s a t is fa c to r y .  *
Table 2 presented  the c i t ie s  in North Dakota that have an organized 
park board or an organized recreatio n  com m ission according to to ta l 
c i t i e s  and population ra n g e s .  Table  2 re v e a ls  that 4 6 . 5  per cen t of the 
to ta l  c i t i e s  responding have organized park board s, but only 5 . 1 per cen t 
have organized recreatio n  co m m iss io n s .  It was in terestin g  to note that 
100 per ce n t of c i t i e s  in the four la rg e s t  population ranges have organ­
ized park board s.
More than 28 per ce n t of the c i t ie s  over 1 0 , 0 0 0  population had 
re crea tio n  co m m iss io n s .  All c i t i e s  in th is  range had organized park 
b o a rd s .
Table 3 presented the c i t ie s  in North Dakota in which there is  no 
organized park board and /or re creatio n  com m ission as w ell as  the c i t ie s  
in which the mayor of the c ity  appoints persons or groups to organize 
recrea tio n  programs. It may be noted that 2 1 . 4  per ce n t of the c i t ie s  
responding do not have any organized recreatio n  or park government 
s tru ctu re . The mayor appoints persons or groups to organize the 
re crea tio n  programs in approximately 11 per cen t of the c i t i e s .
In teresting  to note in Table 3 is  the fa c t  that c i t i e s  without an
^Karl W . Bookw alter, Elwood C . D a v is ,  and Henry L. Smith, 
"R e se a rc h  Methods Applied to H ea lth ,  P h ysica l Education and R e cre ­
a t io n , "  Journal of H ealth , Physica l Education and R e cre a tio n , XIII 
(January, 1949) ,  3 1 5 - 5 2 .
TABLE 2
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA WITH AN 
ORGANIZED PARK BOARD OR RECREATION COMMISSION 
ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING 
AND POPULATION RANGES
Total C it ies  That Have
Total C ities C ities  in Number Per Cent C ities  That Have an Organized
and Popula- Population of C ities of C ities an Organized Recreation
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting Park Board Commission
No. % No. %
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 99 4 6 . 0 10 5 . 1
Population Ranges
75 - 250 108 62 5 7 . 4 2 3 . 2 4 6 . 5
2 51- 500 81 58 7 1 . 6 13 2 2 . 4 1 1 . 7
5 0 1 - 1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 26 7 0 . 3 3 8 . 1
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 00 . 0 24 1 00 . 0 • • • •
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 22 1 0 0 . 0 • •
3 , 0 0 1 - 10 , 000 6 5 8 3 . 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 • • • •
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 00 . 0 2 2 8 . 6
TABLE 3
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA WITH NO ORGANIZED 
RECREATION OR PARK GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE OR WHERE MAYOR 
APPOINTS PERSONS OR GROUPS TO ORGANIZE THE RECREATION PROGRAM 
ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING AND POPULATION RANGES








of C it ies  
Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting
C it ies  Where Mayor 
Appoints Persons or 
Groups to Organize 
Recreation Programs
C itie s  Where There 
is  no Organized 
Recreation or Park 
Government Structure
No. % No. %
Total C ities  
Population Ranges 
7 5 -  250
290 215 74 . 1 24 11 . 1 46 2 1 . 4
108 62 5 7 . 4 6 9 . 7 36 58.  1
2 51 - 500 81 58 7 1 . 6 15 2 5 . 9 8 1 3 . 8
5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0 43 37 8 6 . 0 3 8 . 1 2 5 . 4
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 5 0 0 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 • * • •
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 • •
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3
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organized park board or recreatio n  com m ission are lo cated  in the popu­
lation  ranges of 7 5 - 2 5 0 ,  2 5 1 - 5 0 0 ,  and 5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0 .  The same fa c t  is  true 
for the c i t i e s  in which the mayor appoints persons or groups to organize 
the recreatio n  program for their c i ty .
Table 4 re v e a ls  the North Dakota c i t ie s  in which the American 
Legion or other c iv ic  groups fin an ce  and organize the recreatio n  program 
for their  re sp e c t iv e  c i t i e s .  A to ta l of 3 8 ,  or 1 7 . 6  per c e n t ,  of the c i t ie s  
in North D akota operate their recreatio n  programs through the f in an c ia l  
aid and organization of the American Legion or other c iv ic  groups in the 
c i t y .  It may be noted that the c i t ie s  which have the American Legion or 
other c iv ic  groups fin an ce  and organize th eir  recreatio n  programs are 
lo ca te d  in the lower population ra n g e s .
Table 5 re v e a ls  the programs and s e rv ic e s  the c i t ie s  in North 
D akota provide for their  c i t iz e n s  in re cre a t io n .  A thletic  sports ranked 
number one in c i t ie s  responding. N early 83 per ce n t of the c i t ie s  have 
programs in recreatio n  through a th le t ic  sp o rts .  Approximately 67 per cent 
of the c i t ie s  provided programs in d ancing . Swimming was the third most 
popular ac t iv i ty  provided. Other a c t iv i t ie s  offered were as  fo llow s: 
re cre a t io n a l  game s ,  arts and c r a f t s ,  dram atics and m u sic , and 
g y m n a s t ic s .
Table  5 a lso  revealed  the age groups in which the recreation  pro­
grams and se rv ic e s  were provided. More programs were provided for 
individuals aged 13- 21  than any other group. Few er programs are
TABLE 4
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA IN WHICH THE AMERICAN 
LEGION OR OTHER CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS FINANCE AND ORGANIZE THE 
RECREATION PROGRAM ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES 
RESPONDING AND POPULATION RANGES








of C ities  
Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting




C ities  W here Other 
C iv ic  Organizations 
Operates the 
Recreation Program
No. % N o . %
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 19 8 . 8 19 8 . 8
75- 250 108 62 5 7 . 4 6 9 . 7 8 1 2 . 9
2 5 1 - 500 81 58 7 1 . 6 10 17 . 2 11 19 . 0
5 0 1 - 1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 3 8 . 1 • •
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 • • . • . .
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 • • • • . .
3 , 0 0 1 - 10 , 000 6 5 8 3 . 3 • • . .
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 00 . 0
TABLE 5
NUMBER AND FER CENT OF RECREATION PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES PROVIDED IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING 
AND POPULATION RANGES
Age Group in W hich Recreation 
Program is Provided
Total C it ie s  O ffer-
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs Age 1- 12  Age 13- 21  Age 2 2 -
and Popula- Population of C it ies  of C ities
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. 0//o No. 0//o No. % No. 0//o
F i a  n r i  n n
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 145 6 7 . 4 30 2 0 . 7 134 9 2 . 4 50 3 4 . 4
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 32 5 1 . 6 12 3 7 . 5 32 100 . 0 10 3 1 . 3
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 45 7 7 . 6 9 2 0 . 0 40 8 3 . 9 14 3 1 . 1
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 25 6 7 . 6 1 4 . 0 19 7 6 . 0 10 4 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 17 7 0 . 8 2 11 . 8 17 1 00 . 0 4 2 3 . 5
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 17 7 7 . 3 2 11 . 8 17 100 . 0 5 2 9 . 4
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 4 8 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 4 1 00 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 5 7 1 . 4 2 4 0 . 0 5 100 . 0 5 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 5 — Continued
Age Group in W hich  Recreation 
Program is  Provided
Total C it ies  O ffer- -------------------------------------------------------------
Total C it ies  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs j\ge 1- 12  Age 1 3 - 21  Age 2 2 -
and Dopula- Population of C it ies  of C it ies  ----------------- ------------------------- ------------------- ----
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % No. % No. % No. %
A thletic  Sports
Total C ities 2 90 215 7 4 . 1 178 8 2 . 7 109 6 1 . 9 174 9 7 . 7 52 2 9 . 2
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 47 7 5 . 8 31 6 6 . 0 47 100 . 0 11 2 3 . 4
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 36 6 2 . 1 12 3 3 . 0 36 1 00 . 0 7 19 . 4
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 37 1 00 . 0 19 5 1 . 4 33 8 9 . 2 12 3 2 . 4
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 24 100 . 0 19 7 9 . 2 24 1 0 0 . 0 4 1 6 . 7
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 22 100 . 0 17 7 7 . 3 22 100 . 0 8 3 6 . 4
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0 5 100 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 1 00 . 0
TABLE 5--C ontinued
Total C it ies  O ffer-
Age Group in W hich  Recreation 
Program is  Provided
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs Age 1- 12  Age 13- 21  Age 22-
and Popula- Population of C it ies  of C it ie s  ----------------- ------------------------- -----------------------
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % No. % No. % No. %
Total C ities 290 215
Dr
7 4 . 1
am atics and M usic  
36 1 6 . 7  16 4 4 . 4 27 7 5 . 0 8 2 2 . 2
Population Ranges 
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 TJ. 1 . 6 ]. 1 0 0 . 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 5 8 . 6 5 1 00 . 0 4 8 0 . 0 , . # ,
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 10 2 7 . 0 7 7 0 . 0 9 9 0 . 0 , , . ,
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 9 3 7 . 5 2 2 2 . 2 7 7 7 . 3 2 2 2 . 2
1,  ; 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 5 2 2 . 7 , , . , 6 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
3 , U 0 1 - 1 0 , 000 6 C 8 3 . 3 1 2 0 . 0 , . . . 1 1 0 0 . 0 , .
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7. n1 1 0 0 . 0 5 7 1 . 4 4 8 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
Oh
TABLE 5 — Continued
Age Group in W hich  Recreation 
Program is  Provided
Total C it ies  O ffer-
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs Age 1 -12  Age 13- 21  Age 2 2 -
and Popula- Population of C it ie s  of C ities
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % No. % No. % No. %
Art and Crafts
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 39 18 . 1 22 5 6 . 4 30 7 6 . 9 14 3 5 . 9
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 2 3 . 2 • . . 2 100 . 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 4 6 . 9 2 5 0 . 0 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 10 2 7 . 0 4 4 0 . 0 8 8 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 10 4 1 . 7 4 4 0 . 0 7 7 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 4 18 . 2 3 7 5 . 0 3 7 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 2 4 0 . 0 2 100 . 0 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 00 . 0 7 100 . 0 4 5 7 . 1
TABLE 5 — Continued
Total
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent 
and Popula- Population of C it ie s  of C ities  
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting
Age Group in W hich Recreation 
Program is Provided
C itie s  O f f e r - -------------------------------------------------------------------
ing Programs Age 1- 12  Age 13- 21  Age 2 2 -
No.  % No.  % No.  % No.  %
Games
Total C ities  290 215 7 4 . 1  96 4 4 . 7  - 56 5 8 . 3  82 8 5 . 4  22 2 2 . 4  «
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 52 5 7 . 4 22 3 5 . 5 12 5 4 . 5 20 9 0 . 9 2 9 . 1
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 14 2 4 . 1 8 5 7 . 1 14 1 0 0 . 0 4 2 8 . 6
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 26 7 0 . 3 12 4 6 . 2 21 8 0 . 8 4 1 5 . 4
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 12 5 0 . 0 4 3 3 . 3 10 8 3 . 3 2 1 6 . 7
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 11 5 0 . 0 9 8 1 . 8 9 8 1 . 8 5 45 .5
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 4 8 0 . 0 4 1 00 . 0 4 100 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 100 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 4 5 7 . 1
TABLE 5 — Continued
Age Group in W hich Recreation 
Program is  Provided
Total C it ie s  O ffer- -------------------------------------------------------------
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs Age 1- 12  Age 13- 21  Age 2 2 -
and Popula- Population of C it ie s  of C it ies  -----------------  ----------------- ------------------------
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % No. % No. % No. %
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1
Swimming 
98 4 5 . 6 98 100 . 0 98 1 00 . 0 38 3 8 . 8
Population Ranges 
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 8 12 . 9 8 1 0 0 . 0 q 100 . 0 1 12 . 5
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 24 4 1 . 4 24 1 0 0 . 0 24 100 . 0 2 8 . 3
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 22 5 9 . 5 22 1 0 0 . 0 22 1 00 . 0 12 5 4 . 5
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 16 6 6 . 7 16 100 . 0 16 1 00 . 0 4 2 5 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 5 16 7 2 . 7 15 100 . 0 15 100 . 0 8 5 0 . 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 5 100 . 0 5 100 . 0 4 8 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 100 . 0
TABLE 5 — Continued
Age Croup in W hich Recreation 
Program is  Provided
Total C ities  O ffer-
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Program Age 1- 12  Age 13- 21  Age 2 2 -
and Popula- Population of C it ie s  Of C ities
tion  Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. 0//Q No. % No. % No. %
Total C ities 290 215
Gym nastics and E x e rc ise s  
7 4 . 1  35 1 6 . 6  21 6 0 . 0 33 9 4 . 3 5 14 . 3
Population Ranges 
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 2 3 . 2 2 100 . 0 2 100 . 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 7 12 . 1 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 100 . 0 . . , ,
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 10 2 7 . 0 7 7 0 . 0 8 8 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 00 . 0 6 2 5 . 0 2 3 3 . 3 6 1 00 . 0 1 16 . 7
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 4 18 . 2 . , , , 4 100 . 0 # .
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 2 4 0 . 0 . . s . 2 100 . 0 . . , ,
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 00 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 3 7 5 . 0 4 1 00 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
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provided for the adult than any other age range . H ow ever, nearly  39 per 
ce n t  of the c i t ie s  in North Dakota do provide a swimming program for the 
adu lt.
Table 6 re v e a ls  that c i t ie s  in North Dakota provide the majority of 
th eir  re crea tio n a l programs and s e rv ic e s  during the three summer months 
(June-August) . G y m n a stics ,  dram atics and m usic are the only programs 
where a higher per cen t is  provided during the o f f -s e a s o n  months 
(Septem ber-M ay) .
In sp ection  of Table 6 re v e a ls  that dancing is  the program provided 
m ost on an annual b a s i s .  S ev en ty -th ree  c i t ie s  in North Dakota provide 
dancing year-aro u n d , which is  3 3 . 9  per cen t of the to ta l c i t ie s  respond­
ing.
Table 7 p resen ts  the c i t ie s  in North Dakota that provide recreation  
programs and s e rv ic e s  to the handicapped and m entally retarded. A 
to ta l  of five  c i t i e s ,  or 2 . 3  per c e n t ,  of the to ta l c i t i e s  responding 
reported programs for the handicapped or mentally retarded. Only c i t ie s  
in the two la rg e s t  population ranges provided th e se  types of recreatio n  
programs. Forty per cen t of the c i t i e s  in the population range,
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 000 , provide programs for the handicapped and mentally 
retarded and nearly 43 per cent of the c i t ie s  in the 1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0  
r a n g e .
Table 8 re v e a ls  the c i t ie s  in North Dakota that have fu ll-tim e
year-around recreatio n  d ir e c to r s . Examination of Table 8 re v e a ls  that
TABLE 6
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF PROGRAMS AND SERVICES PROVIDED IN 
NORTH DAKOTA CITIES DURING THE SUMMER, 
OFF-SEASON AND ANNUALLY ACCORDING TO 
TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
S easo n s  in W h ic h  Programs are Provided
Total C it ies  O ffer- Summer O ff-S e a so n Annual
Total C ities C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs June-August Septem ber-M ay Year-Around
and Popula- Population of C it ies of C ities
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % No. % No. % No. %
Dancing
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 145 6 7 . 4 84 3 9 . 0 64 2 5 . 1 73 3 3 . 9
Population Ranges .
7 5 - 250 108 62 5 7 . 4 32 5 1 . 6 20 6 2 . 5 12 3 7 . 5 6 18 . 8
251- 500 81 58 7 1 . 6 45 7 7 . 6 23 5 1 . 1 22 4 8 . 9 20 4 4 . 4
5 0 1 - 1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 25 6 7 . 6 17 6 8 . 0 8 3 2 . 0 14 5 6 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 100 . 0 17 7 0 . 8 9 5 2 . 9 8 4 7 . 1 13 76 . 5
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 17 7 7 . 3 10 5 8 . 8 .. 7 4 1 . 2 14 8 2 . 4
3 , 0 0 1 - 10 , 000 6 5 8 3 . 3 4 8 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 5 7 1 . 4 3 6 0 . 0 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0
TABLE 6 --C ontinued
S easo n s  in W hich Programs are Provided
Total C it ie s  O ffer-  Summer O ff-S e a so n  Annual
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs June-August Septem ber-M ay Year-Around 
and Popula- Population of C it ie s  of C it ie s  “
tion  Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. o//o No. % No. % No. %
Athletic Sports
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 178 8 2 . 7 130 6 0 . 4 72 3 3 . 4 112 5 2 . 0
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 47 7 5 . 8 27 5 7 . 4 20 4 2 . 6 24 5 1 . 1
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 36 21 5 8 . 3 15 4 1 . 7 20 5 5 . 6
5 0 1 -  1 , 0 0 0 43 37 8 6 . 0 37 30 8 1 . 1 7 1 8 . 9 24 6 4 . 9
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 24 18 7 5 . 0 6 2 5 . 0 16 6 6 . 7
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 22 22 100 . 0 12 5 4 . 5 16 7 2 . 7
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 5 5 1 00 . 0 5 100 . 0 5 100 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 7 1 00 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 100 . 0
TABLE 6--C ontinued
Season s in W hich Programs are Provided
Total
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent 
anc Popula- Population of C it ie s  of C ities
C it ies  O ffer-  Summer O ff-S e a so n  Annual 
ing Programs June-August Septem ber-M ay Year-Around
tio . Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. o//o No. % No. % No. °/o
Dram atics and M usic
Total C ities 290 215 74 . 1 36 16 . 7 14 6 . 5 22 10 . 5 9 4 . 1
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 1 1 . 6 1 ' 1 0 0 . 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 5 8 . 6 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 # #
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 10 2 7 . 0 3 3 0 . 0 7 7 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 9 3 7 . 5 2 2 2 . 2 7 7 7 . 8 2 2 2 . 2
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 5 2 2 . 7 1 2 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 # u # #
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 5 5 8 3 . 3 1 2 0 . 0 , , , , 1 1 0 0 . 0 # #
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7/ 7 1 0 0 . 0 5 7 1 . 4 5 1 00 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 5 100 . 0
TABLE 6— Continued
Season s in W hich Programs are Provided
Total C it ie s  O ffer- Summer O ff-S e a so n  Annual
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs June-August Septem ber-M ay Year-Around 
and Popula- Population of C it ie s  of C ities
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No % No. % No. % No. %
Arts and Crafts
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 39 18 . 1 14 6 . 5 25 11 . 6 11 5 . 1
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 2 3 . 2 2 100 . 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 5 8 7 1 . 6 4 6 . 9 , , , , 4 1 0 0 . 0 # # , ,
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 10 2 7 . 0 5 5 0 . 0 5 5 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 5 0 0 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 10 4 1 . 7 2 2 0 . 0 8 8 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 4 18 . 2 • « . . 4 100 . 0 . . . #
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 5 2 4 0 . 0 2 1 00 . 0 . , # , 2 1 0 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 5 7 1 . 4 2 2 8 . 6 5 7 1 . 4
TABLE 6--C ontinued
Season s in W hich Programs are Provided
Total C it ies  O ffer- Summer O ff-S e a so n  Annual
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs June-August Septem ber-M ay Year-Around 
and Popula- Population of C it ie s  of C ities
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No 0/• /o No. % No. % No. %
Games
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 96 4 4 . 7 70 3 2 . 5 37 17 . 2 38 17 . 6
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 22 3 5 . 5 16 7 2 . 7 6 2 7 . 3 9 4 0 . 3
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 14 2 4 . 1 14 1 0 0 . 0 2 14 . 3 6 4 2 . 9
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 26 7 0 . 3 20 7 6 . 9 6 2 3 . 1 8 3 0 . 8
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 12 5 0 . 0 2 16 . 7 10 8 3 . 3 2 1 6 . 7
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 11 5 0 . 0 7 6 3 . 6 4 3 6 . 4 4 3 6 . 4
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 4 8 0 . 0 4 100 . 0 4 1 0 0 . 0 4 1C0..0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 100 . 0 5 7 1 . 4 5 7 1 . 4
Cn
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TABLE 6 — Continued
Season s in W hich Programs are Provided
Total C it ies  O ffer- Summer O ff-S e a so n  Annual
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent ing Programs June-August Septem ber-M ay Year Around 
and Popula- Population of C it ies  of C it ies  -------------------  ------------------------- ---------------------
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. o//o No. % No. % No. %
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1
Swimming 
98 4 5 . 6 96 4 4 . 7 5 2 . 3
Population Ranges 
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 8 1 2 . 9 8 100 .0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 24 4 1 . 4 24 1 0 0 . 0 • • • . .  * • •
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 22 5 9 . 5 22 1 0 0 . 0 • • « • • • • ,
1 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 100 . 0 16 6 6 . 7 15 9 3 . 8 1 6 . 2 J. 6 . 2
1 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 16 7 2 . 7 15 9 3 . 8 1 6 . 2 1 6 . 2
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 5 100 . 0 • • • . .  . • .
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 100 . 0 7 100 . 0 3 4 2 . 9 3 4 2 . 9
TABLE 6--C ontinued
Season s in W hich Programs are Provided
Total
Total C ities  C ities  in Number 
and ’opula- Population of C ities  
tion Ranges Range Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting
C it ies  Offer­
ing Programs
Summer O ff-S e aso n  
June-August Septem ber-M ay
Annual
Year-Around
N o . % N o . % N o . % N o . %
Gym nastics and E x e rc ise s
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 35 16 . 6 7 3 . 3 29 1 3 . 4
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 2 3 . 2 2 100 . 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 7 12 . 1 1 14 . 3 6 8 5 . 7
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 10 2 7 . 0 4 4 0 . 0 6 6 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 6 2 5 . 0 , . , , 6 1 0 0 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 4 18 . 2 • . . , 4 100 . 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 2 4 0 . 0 • . • . 2 1 0 0 . 0




NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA THAT HAVE 
SPECIAL RECREATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED AND MENTALLY RETARDED ACCORDING 
TO TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING AND POPULATION RANGES








of C ities  
Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting
C ities  That Have 
Recreation Programs 
For Handicapped and 
M entally  Retarded
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1
N o . %
5 2 . 3
Population Ranges
75 - 250 108 62 5 7 . 4
2 51- 500 81 58 7 1 . 6
5 0 0 - 1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6
3 , 0 0 1 - 10 , 000 6 5 8 3 . 3
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 8
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA THAT EMPLOY 
A FULL-TIME YEAR AROUND RECREATION DIRECTOR ACCORDING 
TO TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING AND POPULATION RANGES
Total
Total C ities C ities  in Number Per Cent C ities  That Employ a
and Popula- Population of C ities of C ities Full-T im e Year Around
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting Recreation D irector
No. %
Total C ities  290 215 7 4 . 1  6 2 . 7
Population Ranges
7 5 - 250 108 62 5 7 . 4
2 5 1 - 500 81 58 7 1 . 6
5 0 1 - 1 , 000
\
43 37 8 6 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 00 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6
3 , 0 0 1 - 10 , 000 6 5 8 3 . 3
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0
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2 . 7  per cent of the to ta l c i t ie s  responding employ a fu ll- t im e  y e a r -  
around recreatio n  d irector . Further exam ination re v e a ls  t hat ,  of the s ix  
fu ll- t im e  recreatio n  directors employed in the c i t ie s  of the s ta te  of 
North D ako ta , a l l  are lo cated  in the la rg e s t  population range.
Table 9 re v e a ls  that 6 2 ,  or 2 8 . 8  per c ent ,  of the c i t ie s  employed 
summer re creatio n  d irectors and b a s e b a l l  d ir e c to r s . R ecreation  directors 
re ce iv e d  an average monthly sa lary  of $ 3 6 5 . 0 0  w hile  b a s e b a l l  d irectors 
rece iv ed  an average monthly sa lary  of $ 2 8 2 . 5 0  according to to ta l c i t ie s  
resp o n d in g .
Table 10 p resen ts  the c i t ie s  in North D akota that employ summer 
swimming pool managers and lifeg u ard s .  An exam ination of Table 10 
re v e a ls  that 51 c i t i e s ,  or 2 3 . 7  per ce n t ,  of the to ta l  c i t ie s  responding 
employed swimming pool managers during the summer months. The 
average sa la ry  w as $2 7 2 . 5 0  per month. Further exam ination of Table  10 
re v e a ls  3 2 .  1 per cent of the to ta l c i t ie s  responding employed a summer 
swimming pool lifeguard for an average sa lary  of $ 1 6 2 . 5 0  per month.
Table 11 p resen ts  the c i t ie s  in North Dakota that employ a summer 
playground supervisor according to the to ta l  c i t ie s  responding. Thirteen 
c i t i e s ,  or 6 . 1 per c e nt ,  of the to ta l c i t ie s  responding employed a sum­
mer playground su p erv isor. The average monthly salary  w as $ 1 1 5 . 0 0 .
Table 12 presented information on types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in 
North Dakota c i t ie s  a ccc -d in g  to .to ta l  c i t ie s  responding. Indoor
TABLE 9
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA EMPLOYING SUMMER 
RECREATION AND SUMMER BASEBALL DIRECTORS WITH THEIR TITLE AND 
AVERAGE SALARY ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES 
RESPONDING AND POPULATION RANGES
C ities  That Have a C it ie s  That Have a
Summer Recreation Summer B aseb a ll
Total _________ D irector_________  _________ D irector_________
Total C ities  C ities  in Number Per Cent Average Average
and Popula- Population of C it ies  of C ities  Monthly Monthly
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % Salary No. % Salary
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 52 2 8 . 8 $ 3 6 5 . 0 0 62 2 8 . 8 $ 2 8 2 . 5 0
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 8 1 2 . 9 3 0 0 . 0 0 18 2 9 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 17 2 9 . 3 3 3 7 . 0 0 11 19 . 0 2 7 5 . 0 0
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 12 3 2 . 4 3 0 0 . 0 0 9 2 4 . 3 2 5 0 . 0 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 100 . 0 10 4 1 . 7 3 8 5 . 0 0 8 3 3 . 3 2 3 0 . 0 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 9 4 0 . 9 3 5 0 . 0 0 8 3 6 . 4 3 2 0 . 0 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 3 6 0 . 0 3 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 00 . 0 3 4 2 . 9 4 7 5 . 0 0 4 5 7 . 1 3 6 5 . 0 0
TABLE 10
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA EMPLOYING SUMMER 
SWIMMING POOL MANAGERS AND SWIMMING POOL LIFEGUARDS 
WITH THEIR TITLE AND AVERAGE SALARY ACCORDING TO 
TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING AND POPULATION RANGES
Total C ities  
and Popula-
Total
C ities  in Number Per Cent 
Population of C it ie s  of C ities
C it ies  That .Have a 
Summer Swimming 
Pool Manager







tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % Salary No. % Salary
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 51 2 3 . 7 $ 2 7 2 . 5 0 69 3 2 . 1 $ 1 6 2 . 5 0
Population Ranges
75- 250 108 62 5 7 . 4 8 12 . 9 2 0 0 . 0 0
251- 500 81 58 7 1 . 6 3 5 . 2 2 0 0 . 0 0 3 5 . 2 14 4 . 0 0
5 0 1 - 1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 12 3 2 . 4 2 6 5 . 0 0 12 3 2 . 4 14 0 . 0 0
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 10 4 1 . 7 3 3 5 . 0 0 17 7 0 . 8 15 5 . 0 0
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 15 6 8 . 2 2 8 5 . 0 0 17 77 . 3 160 . 00
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 000 6 5 8 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 3 5 0 . 0 0 5 1 0 0 . 0 175 . 00
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 6 8 5 . 7 4 7 0 . 0 0 7 100 . 0 2 1 4 . 0 0
cr>
TABLE 11
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA EMPLOYING SUMMER 
PLAYGROUND SUPERVISORS WITH THEIR TITLE AND AVERAGE 
SALARY ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING 
AND POPULATION RANGES








of C it ies  
Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting No.








Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 13 6 . 1 $ 1 1 5 . 0 0
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 3 4 . 8 10 0 . 0 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 1 1 . 7 2 0 0 . 0 0
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 8 6 . 0 • • • • • •
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 2 8 . 3 17 5 . 0 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 2 9 . 1 15 5 . 0 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 1 2 0 . 0 100 . 00
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 00 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 12 5 . 0 0
TABLE 12
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS 
AND FACILITIES ACCORDING TO 
TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING
Typ' of Fac il ity P
Total





Owned by • 
Other
No °/c No. % No % No %
Amusement Park 36 16 . 7 27 7 5 . 0 5 ] 3 .9 4 11 . 1
Arboretums 5 2 .3 1 2 0 . 0 ,  # ,  , 4 8 0 . 0
Archery Range 24 11 . 2 8 3 3 . 3 8 3 3 . 3 8 3 3 . 3
A rtificial Ice 5 2 .3 3 6 0 . 0 .  . ,  , 2 4 0 . 0
Badminton 46 2 1 . 3 10 2 1 . 7 34 7 3 . 9 2 4 . 3
Bandstand 30 13 . 5 25 8 3 . 3 3 1 0 . 0 2 6 . 7
Barbeque Pits 55 2 5 . 6 41 7 4 . 5 1 1 . 8 13 2 3 . 6
B aseball 189 8 7 . 9 105 5 6 . 1 49 2 5 . 9 34 18 . 0
B a sk e tb a ll— Outdood 135 6 2 . 7 37 2 7 . 8 89 6 5 . 5 9 6 . 7
B ask etb a ll--In d o o r 192 8 9 . 3 37 19 . 2 150 7 8 . 1 5 2 . 7
Benches 89 3 7 . 2 59 6 6 . 3 20 22 . 5 10 11 . 2
B icycle  Paths 19 8 .8 17 8 9 . 5 • . .  . 2 10 . 5
Bleachers 79 3 6 . 7 36 4 5 . 6 38 48. 1 5 6 . 3
Boat Ramp or Dock 24 11 . 2 2 8 . 3 .  , ,  . 22 9 1 . 7
Boating 43 • . 9 2 0 . 9 • . • • 34 7 9 . 1
B o ccie  Court • , .  . .  . .  . .  # • . .  , .  ,
Bowling Green 2 .9 ,  . .  . s , ,  . 2 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 12— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F ac il ity F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No. %
Bridle Paths 9 4 .2 4 4 4 . 4 5 5 5 . 6
Camp— Day 28 13 . 0 16 5 7 . 1 12 4 2 . 9
Camp— Tent 49 2 2 . 8 33 6 7 . 3 16 3 2 . 7
Camp— Trailer 51 2 3 . 7 34 6 6 . 7 17 3 3 . 3
C asting Pools 6 2 .8 5 8 3 . 3 1 16 . 7
Concert Area 14 6 .5 10 7 1 . 4 1 7 . 1 3 2 1 . 4
f.nimr.i] Rinrrc; 2 9 r*<4 1 0 0 . 0
Curling 15 7 .0 3 2 0 . 0 12 8 0 . 0
D ance Pavilions 89 4 1 . 3 69 7 7 . 5 20 2 2 . 5
Diving Pool 48 2 2 . 3 40 8 3 . 3 8 16 . 7
Drag Strip 2 .9 2 1 0 0 . 0 • • • .
Drinking Fountains 60 2 7 . 9 53 8 8 . 3 3 5 . 0 4 6 . 7
F irep laces 88 4 0 . 9 72 8 1 . 8 16 18 . 2
Fishing 61 2 8 . 0 22 3 6 . 1 39 6 3 . 9
Fishing Piers 25 11 . 6 11 4 4 . 0 1 4 . 0 13 5 2 . 0
Flagpoles 149 6 9 . 3 69 62 18
Flower Gardens 59 2 7 . 2 30 5 0 . 8 8 13 . 6 21 3 5 . 6
Football 107 4 9 . 8 13 12 . 1 92 8 6 . 0 2 1 . 9
Giant Checkers 5 2 .3 3 6 0 . 0 • . • . 2 4 0 . 0
Golf Courses 60 2 7 . 9 29 4 8 . 3 1 1 . 7 30 5 0 . 0
Grand Stand 40 18 . 6 24 6 0 . 0 10 2 5 . 0 6 15 . 0
TABLE 12— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F ac il ity F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No. . %
Gymnasium 171 7 8 . 8 21 12 . 3 144 8 4 . 2 5 3 . 5
Handball 25 11 . 6 1 4 . 0 24 9 6 . 0 . , . .
Hiking Trails 14 - 6 .5 7 5 0 . 0 . , , , n/ 5 0 . 0
H orseshoe 79 3 6 . 7 49 6 2 . 0 7 8 . 9 23 2 9 . 1
Ice  Hockey 19 8 .8 14 7 3 . 7 1 5 . 3 4 2 1 . 1
Ice  Skating Ring 102 4 7 . 4 99 9 7 . 1 3 2 . 9 . . . ,
Marina 8 3 7 . 2 11 12 . 5 7 8 7 . 5
Model Airplane Field 11 5 . 1 6 5 4 . 5 2 18 . 2 3 2 7 . 3
Model Boat Pond 2 .9 2 100 . 0 , . , , , , . .
Museum 23 1 0 . 7 10 4 3 . 5 . . . , 13 5 6 . 5
Nature Study Area •7/ 3 . 4 5 7 1 . 4 , , v • 2 2 8 . 6
Nature Trails 11 5 . 1 5 4 5 . 5 . , . • 6 5 4 . 5
Night Lighting 59 2 7 . 2 40 6 7 . 8 13 2 2 . 0 6 10 . 2
Outcoor Theater 16 7 .4 2 12 . 5 . , . . 14 8 7 . 5
Pavilion 13 6 .1 6 4 6 . 2 11 7 . 7 6 4 6 . 2
P icn ic  F a c i l i t ie s 150 6 9 . 8 120 8 0 . 0 , , # . 30 2 0 . 0
P isto l Ranges 12 5 . 6 3 2 5 . 0 . . . . 9 7 5 . 0
Playground--Children 183 8 5 . 1 57 3 1 . 1 111 6 0 . 7 15 8 . 2
Public Rest Rooms 107 4 9 . 8 70 6 5 . 4 3 2 . 8 34 3 1 . 8
Putting Green 20 9 .3 12 6 0 . 0 • • • • 8 4 0 . 0
Race Track 22 10 . 2 12 5 4 . 5 3 13 . 6 7 3 1 . 8
TABLE 12— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No. %
Recreation Building 32 14 . 9 22 8 8 . 0 3 12 . 0 7 2 8 . 0
Rifle Range 25 11 . 6 8 3 2 . 0 , , 17 6 8 . 0
Roller Skating 35 16 . 3 18 5 1 . 4 4 1 1 . 4 13 3 7 . 1
Sand Boxes 37 17 . 2 28 7 5 . 7 4 1 0 . 8 5 13 . 5
Senior C itizen  Center 34 1 5 . 8 18 5 2 . 9 „ # # # 16 4 7 . 1
S h e l t e r - O p e n 31 1 4 . 4 25 8 0 . 6 # # t # 5 1 9 . 4
Shuffleboard 21 9 .8 7 3 3 . 3 14 6 6 . 7
Skeet Shooting 15 7 .0 4 2 6 . 7 11 7 3 . 3
Skiing Area 12 5 .6 4 3 3 . 3 , . , , 8 6 6 . 7
Sledding 25 1 1 . 6 13 5 2 . 0 I 4 . 0 11 4 4 . 0
So ccer 22 10 . 2 1 4 . 5 21 95 . 5
Softball 181 8 3 . 2 76 4 2 . 0 76 4 2 . 0 29 16 . 0
Stab les 7 3 .3 2 2 8 . 6 . , # , 5 7 1 . 4
Stad um 16 7 .4 2 12 . 5 13 8 1 . 3 1 6 . 3
Stage 60 2 7 . 9 19 3 1 . 7 39 6 5 . 0 2 3 . 3
Swimming Beach 34 15 . 8 8 2 3 . 5 , # 26 7 6 . 5
Swimming Pool 64 2 9 . 7 50 7 8 . 1 1 1 . 6 13 2 0 . 3
Teen Center 25 12 . 1 15 5 7 . 7 2 7 . 7 9 3 4 . 6
Tennis 68 3 1 . 6 49 7 2 . 1 15 2 2 . 1 4 5 . 9
Tetherball 25 1 1 . 5 5 2 0 . 0 18 7 2 . 0 2 8 . 0
Toboggan Slope 16 7 .4 9 5 6 . 3 7 4 3 . 8
TABLE 12— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. % No. 7c No. 7c
Tourist Camp 35 16 . 3 23 6 5 . 7 1 2 . 9 11 3 1 . 4
Trampolines 79 3 6 . 7 1 1 . 3 78 9 8 . 7 # #
Trap Shooting 25 11 . 6 7 2 8 . 0 , # # , 13 7 2 . 0
V olleyball 105 4 8 . 8 4 3 . 8 94 8 9 . 5 7 6 . 7
Wading Pool 49 2 2 . 8 39 7 9 . 6 1 2 . 0 9 1 8 . 4








2 0 . 7
3 3 . 3
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b a sk e tb a ll  courts and b a s e b a l l  diamonds were ranked number one and 
two as  far as f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota c i t i e s .  Table 12 
revealed  that 192 c i t i e s ,  or 8 9 . 3  per c e nt ,  reported an indoor b a sk e tb a ll  
f a c i l i t y .  Nearly 88 per ce n t of the c i t ie s  provide b a s e b a l l  diamonds on 
which to p lay.
There were 87 different types of f a c i l i t i e s  l is te d  on the q u e stio n ­
naire sen t to the c i t ie s  in North D akota . Examination of Table 12 re v e a ls  
that the c i t ie s  in North Dakota have f a c i l i t i e s  in 8 6 ,  or 9 8 . 9  per c e n t ,  of 
the types l is ted  on the qu estio n n aire . The only fa c i l i ty  that seems  to be 
m issing  in North D akota is  a b o c c ie  court.
Table 13 presented types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota 
c i t ie s  according to the population range of 7 5 - 2 5 0 .  Indoor b a sk e tb a ll  
c o u rts ,  b a s e b a l l  d iam onds, gym nasium s, so ftb a ll  d iam onds, and 
ch ild ren 's  playgrounds were the f a c i l i t i e s  that e x is te d  in more than 50 
per ce n t of the c i t ie s  responding. There were 87 f a c i l i t i e s  l i s te d ,  yet 
c i t i e s  responding in th is  population group, are ab le  to provide nearly  77 
per ce n t of them.
Table 14 presented types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota 
c i t ie s  according to the population range of 2 5 1 - 5 0 0 .  Indoor and outdoor 
b a sk e tb a ll  courts , b a se b a l l  diamonds , so ftb a ll  diamonds , ch ild ren 's  
playgrounds, gymnas i ums,  p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s  and flag p o les  were the 
f a c i l i t i e s  that e x is te d  h- '"ore  than h a lf  of the c i t ie s .w h ic h  responded.
Table 14 a lso  rev ea led  that the c i t ie s  responding in th is  group provided
TABLE 13
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS AND 
FACILITIES WHICH EXIST IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO CITIES RESPONDING IN 
POPULATION RANGE 75- 250
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of Fac il ity F a c i l i t ie s City S chool Other
No. % No. % No. % No. %
Amusement Park 7 11 . 3 3 4 2 . 9 3 4 2 . 9 1 14 . 3
Arboretums . . . . . . • . . . • .
Archery Range 2 3 .2 2 100 . 0 • • • •
A rtificial Ice . . • . • . . • • • • .
Badminton 11 17. 7 . . • • 10 9 0 . 9 1 9 . 1
Bandstand 1 1 .6 i 1 0 0 . 0 . . • .
Barbeque Pits 7 11 . 3 7 1 0 0 . 0 . . • .
B aseball 43 6 9 . 4 13 3 0 . 2 20 4 6 . 5 10 23^3
B asketball--O utdoor 29 4 6 . 8 4 13 . 8 25 8 6 . 2
Bas k e tb a ll— Indoor 54 8 7 . 1 9 16 . 7 45 8 3 . 3
Benches 10 16 . 1 8 8 0 . 0 2 2 0 . 0
B icycle  Paths • . • . .  . . . . . • .
Bleachers 10 16 . 1 4 4 0 . 0 6 6 0 . 0
Boat Ramp or Dock 5 9 .7 • . . • • • . • 6 1 0 0 . 0
Boating 17 2 7 . 4 2 1 1 . 8 • • • • 15 8 8 . 2
B o ccie  Court 
Bowling Green
TABLE 13— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F ac il ity F a c i l i t ie s City S chool Other
No. % No. % No. % No %
B r id e  Paths
C am p--D ay 2 3 .2 • . • . 2 100 . 0
Camp— Tent 7 11 . 3 5 7 1 . 4 2 2 8 . 6
Camp— Trailer 9 14. 5 6 6 6 . 7 3 3 3 . 3
C asting Pools 3 4 .8 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Concert Area 1 1 .6 1 1 0 0 . 0 • . • .
Council Rings . # , , , , . ,
Curling 2 3 .2 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
D ance Pavilions 19 3 0 . 6 15 7 8 . 9 4 2 1 . 1
Diving Pool . . • • • . • . . . . •
Drag Strip . • . . • • • . • • • •
Drinking Fountains 5 8 .1 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 • • • •
Firep laces 17 2 7 . 4 12 7 0 . 6 5 2 9 . 4
Fishing 27 4 3 . 5 5 18. 5 22 8 1 . 5
Fishing Piers 5 8 .1 1 2 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0
Flagpoles 34 5 4 . 8 12 3 5 . 3 20 5 8 . 8 2 5 . 9
Flower Gardens 12 1 9 . 4 4 3 3 . 3 8 6 6 . 7
Football 12 1 9 . 4 « . , . 12 100. 0 . a • ,
Giant Checkers • • • . • . . . • . • .
Golf Courses 2 3 .2 • • • • 2 100. 0
Grand Stand 2 3 .2 2 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 13--Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No °/o No %
Gymnasium 44 7 1 . 0 4 9 . 1 40 9 0 . 9 . .
Handball 4 6 .5 • • 4 1 00 . 0 • • • •
Hiking Trails . . v . . . • • • . . . • •
H orseshoe 12 19. 4 6 5 0 . 0 2 16 . 7 4 3 3 . 3
Ic e  Hockey • . • • • . • • • • • • . •
Ice  Skating Ring 17 2 7 . 4 13 7 6 . 5 2 1 1 . 8 2 11 . 8
Marina . .
Model Airplane Field 1 1 .6 , . 1 1 0 0 . 0 • • • .
Model Boat Pond . . • . • • • • • . • . • •
Museum 2 3 .2 1 5 0 . 0 • * 1 5 0 . 0
Nature Study Area • . • • • • . • • • • •
Nature Trails 1 1 .6 • • • • • • 1 100/ 0
Night Lighting 6 9 .7 5 8 3 . 3 1 1 6 . 7 • • • •
Out loor Theater 1 1 .6 • • . . 1 1 0 0 . 0
Pavilion 1 1 .6 • • • • . • 1 1 0 0 . 0
P i r . n i r -. F a r . i  1 i t i  p s 26 4 1 . 9 19 7 3 . 1 7 2 6 . 9
P isto l Ranges 1 1 .6 • • « • 1 1 0 0 . 0
Playground— Children 37 5 9 . 7 9 2 4 . 3 25 6 7 . 6 3 8 . 1
Public Rest Rooms 16 2 5 . 8 11 6 8 . 8 1 6 . 3 4 2 5 . 0
Putting Green • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • •
Race Track 4 6 .5 1 2 5 . 0 3 7 5 . 0 • • • •
TABLE 13— Continued
Type of F ac il ity
Total







No. % No. O//O No % No °/o
Recreation Building 2 3 .2 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Rifle Range 2 3 .2 1 5 0 . 0 . . 1 5 0 . 0
Roller Skating 10 16 . 1 5 5 0 . 0 4 4 0 . 0 10 . 0
Sand Boxes / 11 . 3 7 1 0 0 . 0 . # , .
Senior C itizen  Center 2 3 .2 2 1 00 . 0 . # # .
Sh e lter— Open 3 4 .8 3 1 00 . 0 t ,
Shuffleboard 3 4 .8 3 100 . 0
Skeet Shooting , . . . # . # #
Skiing Area 2 3 .2 • « • a a . , , 2 1 0 0 . 0
Sledding 4 6 .5 • . . . • • • • 4 1 0 0 . 0
So ccer 7 11 . 3 a . . . 7 100 . 0 . , , .
Softball 54 8 7 . 1 14 2 5 . 9 30 5 5 . 6 10 18 . 5
Stab les . . • a , . , . # . , # , ,
Stadium 2 3 .2 . . 2 1 00 . 0 , , , ,
Stage 14 2 2 . 6 2 14 . 3 10 7 1 . 4 2 13 . 3
Swimming Beach 5 8 .1 1 2 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0
Swimming Pool 5 8 .1 ’ ’ 5 1 0 0 . 0
Teen Center . . . . a . . , . , , , , , , ,
Tennis 7 11 . 3 5 7 1 . 4 2 2 8 . 6 # .
Tetherball 4 6 .5 # . , , 4 100 . 0 # # , ,
Toboggan Slope 1 1 .6 . , , # # # , . 1 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 13— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F ac il ity F a c i l i t ie s City S chool Other
No. % No. % No. % No. %■
Tourist Camp 6 9 .7 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Trampolines 13 2 1 . 0 • . • . 13 100 . 0 • • . .
Trap Shooting 2 ' 3 .2 1 5 0 . 0 . • • • l 5 0 . 0
V olleyball 26 4 1 . 9 . . • . 25 9 6 . 2 i 3 . 8
Wading Pool 2 3 .2 . . . . • . • . 2 1 0 0 . 0
W ater Skiing 5 8 .1 • • • • • . • . 5 1 0 0 . 0
Zoo # m , # # #
TABLE 14
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS AND 
FACILITIES WHICH EXIST IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO CITIES RESPONDING IN 
POPULATION RANGE 2 5 1 - 5 0 0
Type of F ac il ity
Total







No % No. % No . % No %
Amusement Park 9 15 . 5 9 1 0 0 . 0
Arboretums 2 3 . 4 . , # . 2 1 0 0 . 0
Archery Range 4 6 .9 . . . . 3 7 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
A rtific ia l Ice I 1 .7 . . . , , , , , 1 1 0 0 . 0
Badminton 10 17 . 2 . , 9 S'0.0 1 10 . 0
Bandstand 8 13 . 8 6 7 5 . 0 2 2 5 . 0 # ,
Barbeque Pits 8 1 3 . 8 6 7 5 . 0 . , 2 2 5 . 0
B aseball 54 9 3 . 1 26 4 8 . 1 22 4 0 . 7 6 11 . 1
Basketball--O u td oor 32 5 5 . 2 12 3 7 . 5 16 5 0 . 0 4 12 . 5
B a sk e tb a ll— Indoor 47 8 1 . 0 9 19 . 1 38 8 0 . 9 , #
Benches 19
9
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Bleachers 13 2 2 . 4 5 3 8 . 5 8 6 1 . 5
Boat Ramp or Dock 4 5 .9 2 5 0 . 0 , . a . 2 5 0 . 0
Boating 6 10 . 3 3 5 0 . 0 , . . * 3 5 0 . 0
B o ccie  Court 
Bowling Green
TABLE 14— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il ity F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No %
Bridle Paths 3 5 .2 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Camp— Day 4 6 .9 4 1 0 0 . 0
Camp— Tent 7 - 12 . 1 7 1 0 0 . 0
Camp— Trailer 4 6 .9 4 1 0 0 . 0
C asting Pools 1 1 .7 1 100 . 0
Concert Area 1 1 .7 1 1 0 0 . 0
Council Rings 1 1 .7 T1 100 . 0
Curling 4 6 .9 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
D ance Pavilions 14 2 4 . 1 12 8 5 . 7 2 14 . 3
Diving Pool 5 8 .6 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Drag Strip • . • . . . . • , . # ,
Drinking Fountains 12 2 0 . 7 12 1 00 . 0 , , , ,
F irep laces 14 2 4 . 1 14 1 00 . 0 , , . .
Fishing 8 13 . 8 4 5 0 . 0 4 5 0 . 0
Fishing Piers 5 8 .6 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Flagpoles 40 6 9 . 0 16 4 0 . 0 18 4 5 . 0 6 15 . 0
Flower Gardens 6 10 . 3 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Football 18 3 1 . 0 2 11 . 1 16 8 8 . 9 , #
Giant Checkers • . . . . , , #
Golf Courses 7 12 . 1 2 2 8 . 6 5 7 1 . 4
Grand Stand 5 8 .6 4 8 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0
TABLE 14— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City S chool Other
No. % No. % No. % No %
Gymnasium 35 6 0 . 3 3 8 . 6 30 8 5 . 7 2 5 . 7
Handball 3 5 .2 . # # # 3 100 . 0
Hiking Trails - • . • . , . . . . #
H orseshoe 20 3 4 . 5 12 6 0 . 0 3 15 . 0 5 2 5 . 0
Ic e  Hockey 2 3 .4 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Ic e  Skating Ring 21 3 6 . 2 20 9 5 . 2 1 4 . 8
Marina . , . . # . # , # #
Model Airplane Field # . • . # , # .
Model Boat Pond , , , , , , # #
Museum 4 6 .9 3 7 5 . 0 . . 1 2 5 . 0
Nature Study Area . « , , , . # # . .
Nature Trails  - 1 1 .7 . , . # 1 1 0 0 . 0
Night Lighting 13 2 2 . 4 8 6 1 . 5 3 2 3 . 1 2 1 5 . 4
Outdoor Theater • . , . , . # . # #
Pavilion . # , # # #
P icn ic  F a c i l i t ie s 32 5 5 . 2 30 9 3 . 8 • • 2 6 . 3
P isto l Ranges • • . . • • • . • • . . , #
Playground— Children 54 9 3 . 1 13 2 4 . 1 37 6 8 . 5 4 7 . 4
Public Rest Rooms 24 4 1 . 4 20 8 3 . 3 # # 4 1 6 . 7
Putting Green . . • • • . • . . .
Race Track 4 6 .9 4 1 0 0 . 0 . ,
TABLE 14— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No. %
Recreation Building 8 13 . 8 4 5 0 . 0 1 12 . 5 3 3 7 . 5
Rifle Range . . . . . • • , , • , . . . . ,
Roller Skating 6 10 . 3 3 5 0 . 0 • . • • 3 5 0 . 0
Sand Boxes 6 10 . 3 5 8 3 . 3 1 1 6 . 7 c • • .
Senior C itizen  Center 5 8 .6 3 6 0 . 0 , , # 4 2 4 0 . 0
S h e lter--O p e n 3 5 .2 3 1 0 0 . 0 , . , , . ,
Shuffleboard 5 8 .6 # . 5 1 0 0 . 0 , #
Skeet Shooting • . • . . • . . . • , . . • • •
Skiing Area • . • • • . . . . . . • . . . .
Sledding 3 5 .2 • 2 6 6 . 7 , . • . 1 3 3 . 3
So ccer 5 8 .6 . . • • 5 1 0 0 . 0 . . • .
Softball 39 6 7 . 2 14 3 5 . 9 20 5 1 . 3 5 12 . 8
Stables 1 1 .7 1 1 0 0 . 0 • . , # • . • .
Stadium • • • • • . • , • • • . • . • .
Stage 11 19 . 0 3 2 7 . 3 7 6 3 . 6 1 9 . 1
Swimming Beach 5 8 .6 3 6 0 . 0 • • . • 2 4 0 . 0
Swimming Pool 6 10 . 3 3 5 0 . 0 . . . . 3 5 0 . 0
Teen Center . 2 3 .4 1 5 0 . 0 , # • . 1 5 0 . 0
Tennis g 15 .5 6 6 6 . 7 3 3 3 . 3 . . , ,
Tetherball 10 17 . 2 , . . , 10 1 0 0 . 0 , # • •
Toboggan Slope 1 1 .7 1 1 0 0 . 0 , . , . . ,
i
TABLE 14— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. % N o . % N o . %
Tourist Camp 4 6 .9 4 1 0 0 . 0
Trampolines 19 3 2 . 8 • . .  • 19 1 0 0 . 0
Trap Shooting 2 3 .4 2 1 0 0 . 0 • *  • • • • • •
Volleyball 27 4 6 . 6 1 3 . 7 26 9 6 . 3 • • .  .
Wading Pool 5 8 .6 2 4 0 . 0 • • • • 3 5 0 . 0
W ater Skiing 4 6 .9 2 5 0 . 0 • • • . 2 5 0 . 0
Zoo
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7 1 ,  or 8 1 . 5  per c e n t ,  of the 87 f a c i l i t i e s  l is te d  on the qu estio n n aire .
Table 15 presented  types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota 
c i t i e s  according to the population range of 5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0 .  B aseb all  
diam onds, indoor and outdoor b a sk e tb a ll  c o u rts ,  football f ie ld s ,  
gym nasium s, ic e  skating  r i nks ,  p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  ch ild ren 's  p lay ­
grounds and so ftb a ll  diamonds were the most popular f a c i l i t i e s  to be 
found in the c i t i e s  which responded. C it ie s  in th is  population group 
provided 7 0 ,  or 8 0 . 4  per c e nt ,  of the 87 f a c i l i t i e s  l is ted  on the q u e stio n ­
n a ire .
Table 16 presented types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota 
c i t i e s  according to the population range of 1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 5 0 0 .  B aseb all  
d iam onds, indoor and outdoor b a sk e tb a ll  co u rts ,  b e n c h e s ,  b le a c h e r s ,  
drinking fo u n ta in s , f i r e p la c e s ,  f la g p o le s ,  flower g a rd e n s , golf c o u r s e s ,  
gym nasium s, i c e  skating  r i n k s , night l ig h t in g , p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s , p la y ­
ground f a c i l i t i e s ,  public r e s t  room s, so ftb a ll  diam onds, swimming pools 
and tram polines were the most popular f a c i l i t i e s  which th is  group of 
c i t i e s  provided for recrea tio n a l u s e .  Table 16 a lso  revealed  that c i t i e s  
responding in th is  population group provided 7 6 ,  or 8 7 . 5  per c e nt ,  of the 
87 f a c i l i t i e s  l is te d  on the q u estionn aire .
Table 17 presented the types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota 
c i t i e s  according to the population range of 1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 .  All of the c i t ie s  
in th is  population range provide indoor b a sk e tb a ll  c o u r ts , football  f i e l d s , 
gym nasium s, p ic n ic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  ch ild ren 's  playgrounds and so ftb a ll
TABLE 15
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS AND 
FACILITIES WHICH EXIST IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO CITIES RESPONDING IN 
POPULATION RANGE 5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % N o . % No % No %
Amusement Park 5 13 . 5 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Arboretums , . , # # #
Archery Range 2 5 . 4 . # 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
A rtificial Ice . . , , , .
Badminton 7 1 8 . 9 I 14 . 3 6 8 5 . 7
Bandstand 5 13 . 5 5 1 0 0 . 0 # #
Barbeque Pits 10 2 7 . 0 9 9 0 . 0 # . 1 10 . 0
B aseball 34 9 1 . 9 16 4 7 . 1 10 2 9 . 4 8 2 3 . 5
Basketball--O utdoor 23 6 2 . 2 6 2 6 . 1 14 6 0 . 9 3 13 . 0
B a sk e tb a ll— Indoor 33 8 9 . 2 7 2 1 . 2 21 6 3 . 6 5 15 . 2
Benches 18 4 8 . 6 6 3 3 . 3 12 6 6 . 7
B icyc le  Paths
Bleachers 16 4 3 . 2 7 4 3 . 8 7 4 3 . 8 2 12. 5
Boat Ramp or Dock 1 2 . 7 1 1 0 0 . 0 , # # #
Boating 3 8 .1 a . . . , , # , 3 1 0 0 . 0
B o ccie  Court , . , . # . # #
Bowling Green 1 2 . 7 1 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 15— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total
F a c i l i t ie s
Owned by Owned by Owned by
City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No. % .
Bridle Paths 1 2 . 7 1 1 0 0 . 0
Camp— Day 4 10 . 8 4 1 0 0 . 0 # ,
Camp— Tent 7 - 1 8 . 9 4 5 7 . 1 3 4 2 . 9
Camp— Trailer 7 1 8 . 9 4 5 7 . 1 3 4 2 . 9
Casting Pools • • • . • a , , , #
Concert Area 2 5 . 4 2 1 0 0 . 0 # 9
Council Rings • . • . . , . # # #
Curling • • • • • . • • # #
D ance Pavilions 19 5 1 . 4 12 6 3 . 2 7 3 6 , 8
Diving Pool 8 2 1 . 6 6 7 5 . 0 2 2 5 . 0
Drag Strip 1 2 .7 1 1 0 0 . 0 # #
Drinking Fountains 9 2 4 . 3 7 7 7 . 8 2 2 2 . 2
F irep laces 16 4 3 . 2 12 7 5 . 0 4 2 5 . 0
F i s l i ng 8 2 1 . 6 4 5 0 . 0 4 5 0 . 0
Fishing Piers 2 5 . 4 i 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Flagpoles 34 9 1 . 9 14 4 1 . 2 14 4 1 . 2 6 1 7 . 6
Flower Gardens 8 2 1 . 6 2 2 5 . 0 2 2 5 . 0 4 5 0 . 0
Football 19 5 1 . 4 # . 19 100 . 0 # #
Giant Checkers , # , , , . # , # ,
Golf Courses 9 2 4 . 3 2 2 2 . 2 1 11 . 1 6 6 6 . 7
Grand Stand 8 2 1 . 6 8 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 15— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No. %
Gymnasium 34 9 1 . 9 3 8 . 8 31 9 1 . 2
Handball , . .  ,
Hiking Trails 1 2 .7 ,  , , . 1 1 0 0 . 0
H orseshoe 13 3 5 . 1 8 6 1 . 5 2 1 5 . 4 3 2 3 . 1
Ice  Hockey • . • . • . . . ,  #
Ice  Skating Ring 2 1 5 6 . 8 19 9 0 . 5 2 9 . 5
Marina . . .  . # #
Model Airplane Field 2 5 . 4 2 1 0 0 . 0
Model Boat Pond ,  . .  . . , ,  , # #
Museum 1 2 .7 ,  , ,  , 1 1 0 0 . 0
Nature Study Area ,  # . , # #
Nature Trails . , « , # , # #
Night Lighting 10 2 7 . 0 7 7 0 . 0 3 3 0 . 0 # # , ,
Outdoor Theater 1 2 .7 , , , , 1 1 0 0 . 0
Pavilion
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Playground--Children 37 1 0 0 . 0 15 4 0 . 5 22 5 9 . 5 ,  ,
Public Rest Rooms 17 4 5 . 9 12 7 0 . 6 5 2 9 . 4
Putting Green 1 2 .7 . . , , 1 1 0 0 . 0
Race Track 4 1 0 . 8 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
TABLE 15--Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. °/c No % No %
Re or :ation Building 2 5 . 4  . 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Rifle Range 4 1 0 . 8 , . . , • « 4 1 0 0 . 0
Roller Skating 5 13 . 5 3 6 0 . 0 # , 2 4 0 . 0
Sand Boxes 8 2 1 . 6 3 3 7 . 5 3 3 7 . 5 2 2 5 . 0
Senior C itizen  Center 3 8 . 1 2 6 6 . 7 , , 1 3 3 . 3
S h e lter--O p e n 8 2 1 . 6 6 7 5 . 0 , # 2 2 5 . 0
Shuffleboard 2 5 . 4 , , . . 2 1 0 0 . 0 , #
Skeet Shooting 2 5 . 4 , . 2 1 0 0 . 0
Skiing Area 2 5 . 4 • . • , 2 1 0 0 . 0
Sledding 5 13 . 5 3 6 0 . 0 , , 2 4 0 . 0
So ccer 4 1 0 . 8 , . , , 4 1 0 0 . 0 # # # .
Softball 30 8 1 . 1 12 4 0 . 0 1 2 4 0 . 0 6 2 0 . 0
Stables , , . . . #
Stadium , . . , . . , , . , , ,
Stage 1 1 2 9 . 7 4 3 6 . 4 6 5 4 . 5 1 9 . 1
Swimming Beach 4 1 0 . 8 2 5 0 . 0 0 2 5 0 . 0
Swimming Pool 9 2 4 . 3 7 7 7 . 8 2 2 2 . 2
Teen Center 5 13. 5 3 6 0 . 0 . , , , 2 4 0 . 0
Tennis 14 3 7 . 8 6 4 2 . 9 6 4 2 . 9 2 14 . 3
Tetherball 4 1 0 . 8 , # 4 1 0 0 . 0 # ,
Toboggan Slope 2 5 . 4 , # 2 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 15— Continued
Type of F a c il ity
Total







No. % No. % No. % No °/c .
Tourist Camp 6 16 . 2 3 5 0 . 0 1 16 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Trampolines 14 3 7 . 8 , . . . 14 1 0 0 . 0
Trap Shooting 4 1 0 . 8 • , • • , , . . 4 1 0 0 . 0
Volleyball 17 4 5 . 9 2 1 1 . 8 15 8 8 . 2 , # , #
Wading Pool 5 13 . 5 4 8 0 . 0 , , . # 1 2 0 . 0
W ater Skiing 2 5 . 4 1 5 0 . 0 # . 1 5 0 . 0
Zoo
TABLE 16
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS AND 
FACILITIES WHICH EXIST IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO CITIES RESPONDING IN 
POPULATION RANGE 1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 5 0 0
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
N o . % No. % No. % No. %
Amusement Park 4 1 6 . 7 4 1 0 0 . 0
Arboretums 1 4 .2 , # 0 . 1 1 0 0 . 0
Archery Range • • • . . • • • • • • . . . • •
A rtificia l Ice 1 4 .2 • , • . , . , . 1 1 0 0 . 0
Badminton .2 8 .3 , . , . 2 1 0 0 . 0 # , , ,
Bandstand 6 2 5 . 0 5 8 3 . 3 . , 1 16 . 7
Barbeque Pits 9 3 7 . 5 5 5 5 . 6 • . • • 4 4 4 . 4
Baseball 24 1 0 0 . 0 14 5 8 . 3 4 1 6 . 7 6 2 5 . 0
Basketball--O u td oor 14 5 8 . 3 4 2 8 . 6 10 7 1 . 4 # . . ,
Baskf tba ll--Ind oor 24 1 0 0 . 0 6 2 5 . 0 18 7 5 . 0 , , , ,
Benches 19 7 9 . 2 12 6 3 . 2 , . , , 7 3 6 . 8
Ri nvrlp 7 29 2 5 71 4 9 2 8 6i uuxo
Bleachers
/
14 5 8 . 3 6 4 2 . 9 8 5 7 . 1
6 t-i U • U
Boat Ramp or Dock 3 12 . 5 . « . . • . . , O0 1 0 0 . 0
Boating 5 2 0 . 8 2 4 0 . 0 • « 3 6 0 . 0
B o ccie  Court 
Bowling Green
TABLE 16--Continued
Type of F ac il ity
Total







Bridle Paths • • s c t #
Camp— Day 4 1 6 . 7 1 2 5 . 0 3 7 5 . 0
Camp— Tent 7 2 9 . 2 4 5 7 . 1 3 4 2 . 9
Camp— Trailer 7 2 9 . 2 4 5 7 . 1 3 4 2 . 9
C asting Pools • • • . • . • . # . , #
Concert Area 3 12 . 5 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Council Rings • . • • • . . « , .
Curling 3 12 . 5 • . • « 3 1 0 0 . 0
D ance Pavilions 8 3 3 . 3 5 6 2 . 5 3 3 7 . 5
Diving Pool 9 3 7 . 5 5 5 5 . 6 4 4 4 . 4
Drag Strip » • . . • • . • , , , ,
Drinking Fountains 15 6 2 . 5 8 5 3 . 3 1 6 . 7 6 4 0 . 0
F irep laces 13 5 4 . 2 10 7 6 . 9 3 2 3 . 1
F i s h i i g 6 2 5 . 0 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Fishing Piers 3 12 . 5 1 3 3 . 3 2 6 6 . 7
Flagpoles 20 8 3 . 3 12 6 0 . 0 4 2 0 . 0 4 2 0 . 0
Flower Gardens 13 5 4 . 2 8 6 1 . 5 2 1 5 . 4 3 2 3 . 1
Football 24 1 0 0 . 0 cO 2 5 . 0 16 6 6 . 7 2 8 . 3
Giant Checkers , , , , , . # , # # # #
Golf Courses 13 5 4 . 2 7 5 3 . 8 , , 6 4 6 . 2
Grand Stand 6 25 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
TABLE 16--Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No % No. % No. % No %
Gymnasium 24 1 0 0 . 0 2 8 .3 18 7 5 . 0 4 16 . 7
Handball 5 2 0 . 8 , . , . 5 1 0 0 . 0 # # , ,
Hiking Trails 2 8 .3 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
H orseshoe 1 1 4 5 . 8 7 6 3 . 6 4 3 6 . 4
Ice  Hockey 5 2 0 . 8 4 8 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0
Ice  Skating Ring 18 7 5 . 0 16 8 8 . 9 2 1 1 . 1
Marina . . • . . . . , , ,
Model Airplane Field 1 4 .2 1 0 0 . 0
Model Boat Pond . , . . , , . , , #
Museum 9 3 7 . 5 3 3 3 . 3 6 6 6 . 7
Nature Study Area 1 4 .2 • # . . 1 1 0 0 . 0
Nature Trails 1 4 .2 , , . # 1 1 0 0 . 0
Night Lighting 14 5 8 . 3 9 6 4 . 3 3 2 1 . 4 2 14 . 3
Outdoor Theater 4 16 . 7 1 2 5 . 0 3 7 5 . 0
Pavilion 2 8 .3 2 1 0 0 . 0 , #
P icn ic  F a c i l i t ie s 24 1 0 0 . 0 18 7 5 . 0 6 2 5 . 0
P isto l Ranges 2 8 .3 2 1 0 0 . 0
Playground--Children 24 1 0 0 . 0 . . . . 24 1 0 0 . 0 # . , ,
Public Rest Rooms 19 7 9 . 2 1 1 5 7 . 9 2 10 . 5 6 3 1 . 6
Putting Green 3 12 . 5 2 6 6 . 7 . , , , 1 3 3 . 3
Race Track 3 12 . 5 3 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 16— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. % No % No % '
Recr nation Building 7 2 9 . 2 6 8 5 . 7 1 14 . 3
Rifle Range 2 8 .3 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Roller Skating 4 1 6 . 7 3 7 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
Sand Boxes 6 2 5 . 0 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Senior C itizen  Center 10 4 1 . 7 5 5 0 . 0 5 5 0 . 0
S h e lter--O p e n 6 2 5 . 0 5 8 3 . 3 1 1 6 . 7
Shuffleboard 3 12 . 5 2 6 6 . 7 „ # 1 3 3 . 3
Skeet Shooting 2 8 .3 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Skiing Area 3 12 . 5 1 3 3 . 3 2 6 6 . 7
Sledding 4 1 6 . 7 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
S o cce r 11 4 .2 • 4 . , 1 1 0 0 . 0 # #
Softball 24 1 0 0 . 0 1 olz 5 0 . 0 6 2 5 . 0 6 2 5 . 0
Stab les 1 4 .2 . , , , # . , , 1 1 0 0 . 0





4 5 . 8
2 5 . 0
4
3
3 6 . 4
5 0 . 0
7 6 3 . 6
3 5 0 . 0
Swimming Pool 15 6 2 . 5 14 9 3 . 3 1 6 . 7
Teen Center 6 2 5 . 0 1 1 6 . 7 1 1 6 . 7 4 6 6 . 7
Tennis 1 1 4 5 . 8 8 7 2 . 7 2 18 . 2 1 9 . 1
Tetherball 2 8 .3 1 5 0 . 0 # # , , 1 5 0 . 0
Toboggan Slope 3 12 . 5 2 6 6 . 7 # # i # 1 3 3 . 3
TABLE 15— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. % No. % No %
Tourist Camp 6 2 5 . 0 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Trampolines 14 5 8 . 3 1 7 . 1 13 9 2 . 9 ,  , ,  ,
Trap Shooting 5 2 0 . 8 1 2 0 . 0 • • • • 4 8 0 . 0
V olleyball 9 3 7 . 5 • • • • 9 1 0 0 . 0 ,  , ,  ,
Wading Pool 8 3 3 . 3 7 8 7 . 5 • • • • 1 14 . 3
W ater Skiing 4 16 . 7 1 2 5 . 0 • • • • 3 7 5 . 0
Zoo
TABLE 17
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS AND 
FACILITIES WHICH EXIST IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO CITIES RESPONDING IN 
POPULATION RANGE 1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No %
Amusement Park 9 4 0 .  S 7 7 7 . 8 2 2 2 . 2
Arboretums 1 4 .5 1 1 0 0 . 0
Archery Range 7 31. 8 2 2 8 . 6 2 2 8 . 6 3 4 2 . 9
A rtificial Ice . . , . . # # # # #
Badminton 4 18 . 2 . # 4 1 0 0 . 0 # #
Bandstand 3 13 . 6 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Barbeque Pits 10 4 5 . 5 6 6 0 . 0 l 1 0 . 0 3 3 0 . 0
B aseball 22 1 0 0 . 0 16 7 2 . 7 2 9 . 1 4 18 . 2
Basketball--O utd oor 15 68 . 2 6 4 0 . 0 8 5 3 . 3 I 6 . 7
B a sk e tb a ll— Indoor 22 1 0 0 . 0 6 2 7 .3 16 7 2 . 7
Benches 1 1 5 0 . 0 1 1 1 0 0 . 0 , . # # # #
B icyc le  Paths 
B leachers 15 68. 2 9 6 0 . 0 4 2 6 . 7 2 14 . 3
Boat Ramp or Dock 4 18 . 2 4 1 0 0 . 0
Boating 5 2 2 . 7 1 2 0 . 0 . # , . 4 8 0 . 0
B o ccie . . • , . , , , , , # ,
Bowling Green 1 4 .5 , , # # 1 1 0 0 . 0
TABLE 17— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il ity F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No % No °/c .
Bridle Paths
C am p--D ay 5 2 2 . 7 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
Camp— Tent 9 4 0 . 9 6 6 6 . 7 3 3 3 . 3
Camp--Tra.iler 12 5 4 . 5 g 7 5 . 0 3 2 5 . 0
Casting Pools • • . . • . • . • • • .
Concert Area 3 13 . 6 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3 • . • •
Council Rings • . • . • • • . • • • .
Curling 2 9 .1 • . • • 2 1 0 0 . 0
D ance Pavilions 6 2 7 . 3 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Diving Pool 14 6 3 . 6 14 1 0 0 . 0 • . • •
Drag Strip 1 4 .5 1 1 0 0 . 0 • • • .
Drinking Fountains 14 6 3 . 6 13 9 2 . 9 1 7 . 1
F irep laces 17 7 7 . 3 14 8 2 . 4 3 1 7 . 6
Fishing 5 2 2 . 7 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
Fishing Piers 6 2 7 . 3 3 5 0 . 0 1 16 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Flagpoles a■J 4 0 . 9 6 6 6 . 7 3 3 3 . 3
Flower Gardens 9 4 0 . 9 6 6 6 . 7 3 3 3 . 3 s . . .
Football 22 1 0 0 . 0 3 13 . 6 19 8 6 . 4 • • • •
Giant C heckers 2 9 .1 • • • . • • • • 2 1 0 0 . 0
Golf Courses 17 7 7 . 3 8 4 7 . 1 • . . • 9 5 2 . 9
Grand Stand 9 4 0 . 9 2 2 2 . 2 5 5 5 . 6 2 2 2 . 2
TABLE 1 7 - -Continued
Type of F a c il ity
Total







No. % No. % No. % No. %
Gymnasium 22 1 0 0 . 0 6 2 7 . 3 16 7 2 . 7
Handball 2 9 .1 ,  , .  . 2 1 0 0 . 0 .  #
Hiking Trails 4 18 . 2 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
Horseshoe 14 6 3 . 6 9 6 4 . 3 5 3 5 . 7
Ice  Hockey 5 2 2 . 7 4 8 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0
Ice  Skating Ring 18 8 1 . 8 12 6 6 . 7 6 3 3 . 3
Marina 1 4 .5 JL 1 0 0 . 0 # # , ,
Model Airplane Field 3 13 . 6 1 3 3 . 3 1 3 3 . 3 1 3 3 . 3
Model Boat Pond . ( * , ,  . , . # #
Museum 2 9 .1 2 1 0 0 . 0 # . # #
Nature Study Area 1 4 .5 1 1 0 0 . 0 ,  , ,  ,
Nature Trails 4 18 . 2 3 7 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
Night Lighting 6 2 7 . 3 5 8 3 . 3 1 1 6 . 7 ( • • •
Outdoor Theater i 4 .5 1 1 0 0 . 0 # , , ,
Pavilion
0  o inn n 22
1
inn nP icn ic  F a c i l i t ie s  
P isto l Ranges
Z Z 
4
I U U  . U 
18 . 2
JLUU . U
2 5 . 0 3 7 5 . 0
Playground--Children 22 1 0 0 . 0 1 1 5 0 . 0 1 1 5 0 . 0 .  , # .
Public Rest Rooms 17 7 7 . 3 12 7 0 . 6 5 2 9 . 4
Putting Green 4 18 . 2 1 2 5 . 0 OO 7 5 . 0
Race Track 3 1 3 . 6 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
TABLE 17--Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No % No %
Recreation Building 5 2 2 . 7 3 6 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0
Rifle Range 7 3 1 . 8 3 4 2 . 9 4 5 7 . 1
Roller Skating 5 2 2 . 7 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Sand Boxes 1 4 .5 . . , . 1 1 0 0 . 0
Senior C itizen  Center 6 2.7.3 2 3 3 . 3 4 6 7 . 7
S h e lter--O p e n 4 18 . 2 4 1 0 0 . 0
Shuffleboard 5 2 2 . 7 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
Skeet Shooting 4 18 . 2 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
Skiing Area 2 9 .1 2 1 0 0 . 0
Sledding 3 13 . 6 3 1 0 0 . 0 4 t
So ccer 4 18 . 2 1 2 5 . 0 3 7 5 . 0
Softball 22 1 0 0 . 0 14 63 . 6 . 6 2 7 . 3 2 9 . 1
Stables 1 4 .5 # # , # # t 1 1 0 0 . 0
Stadium 2 4 .5 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Stage 4 18 . 2 , # , , 4 1 0 0 . 0
Swimming Beach 5 2 2 . 7 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
Swimming Pool 17 7 7 . 3 16 9 4 . 1 1 5 . 9
Teen Center 5 2 2 . 7 4 8 0 . 0 4 , , , 1 2 0 . 0
Tennis 15 6 0 . 2 12 8 0 . 0 3 2 0 . 0
Tetherball 2 9 .1 , . 2 100 0
Toboggan Slope 3 13 . 6 2 6 6 . 7 # # 4 4 1 3 3 . 3
TABLE 17— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. % No % No %
Tour .st Camp 4 18 . 2 4 1 0 0 . 0 . . . . # #
Trampolines 8 3 6 . 4 .  • • . 8 1 0 0 . 0 • • .  •
Trap Shooting 4 18 . 2 2 5 0 . 0 • . • . 2 5 0 . 0
Volleyball 14 6 3 . 6 2 14 . 3 1 2 8 5 . 7 • • • •
Wading Pool 17 7 7 . 3 16 9 4 . 1 1 5 . 9 • • CD




Table 18 presented types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota 
c i t i e s  according to the population range of 3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  All of the 
c i t ie s  reported that they have 2?., or 2 5 . 2  per cen t of the 87 f a c i l i t i e s  
l is te d  on the q u estio n n aire . The fa c i l i t i e s  to be found in a ll  c i t i e s  of 
th is  group include: badminton co u rts ,  b a se b a ll  diam onds, indoor and 
outdoor b a sk e tb a ll  c o u rts ,  tent cam ps, tra i ler  cam p s, diving p o o ls ,  
drinking fo u n ta in s , flower gardens, football f i e ld s ,  golf c o u r s e s ,  gym­
n asiu m s, p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  ch ild ren 's  playgrounds, r e s t r o o m s ,  putting 
g re e n s ,  so ftb a ll  diam onds, swimming p o o ls , ten n is  co u rts ,  tram polines, 
v o lley b a ll  co u rts ,  and wading p o o ls .  The c i t ie s  have a v a i la b le ,  for 
re crea tio n a l u s e ,  78 ,  or 9 1 . 5  per c e n t ,  of a ll  the f a c i l i t i e s  l is te d  on the 
q u e s tio n n a ire .
Table 19 presented types of f a c i l i t i e s  provided in North Dakota 
c i t ie s  according to the population group of 1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  There were 
38 f a c i l i t i e s  that were provided by all of the c i t ie s  responding. They 
w ere: archery r a nge s ,  b a s e b a l l  diamonds, indoor and outdoor b a sk e tb a ll  
c o u rts ,  b e n c h e s ,  b le a c h e r s ,  tent cam p s, tra i ler  cam p s, diving p o o ls ,  
drinking fo u n ta in s ,  f i r e p la c e s ,  fishing f a c i l i t i e s , f la g p o le s ,  flower 
gard en s, football f i e ld s ,  golf c o u r s e s ,  grand s ta n d s ,  gymnasiums, 
handball co u rts ,  h o rsesh o e  co u rts ,  ic e  skating r i nks ,  night lighting , 
outdoor th e a te rs ,  p a v il in - .- ,  p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s , ch ild ren 's  p laygrounds, 
re s t  room s, putting g re e n s ,  r if le  ra n g e s ,  sand b o x e s ,  so ftb a ll
TABLE 18
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS AND 
FACILITIES WHICH EXIST IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO CITIES RESPONDING IN 
POPULATION RANGE 3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No, °/o N o . % No. % No. %
Amusement Park
Arboretums . , # # # . . #
Archery Range 2 4 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
A rtificial Ice 1 2 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0
Badminton 5 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0
Bandstand o0 6 0 . 0 3 1 0 0 . 0 . m # m
Barbeque Pits 4 8 0 . 0 3 7 5 . 0 . , # , 1 2 5 . 0
B aseball 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0 ]X 2 0 . 0
Basketball--O u td oor 5 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0
B ask etb a ll--In d o o r 5 1 0 0 . 0 , , # . 5 1 0 0 . 0
Benches 3 6 0 . 0 3 1 0 0 . 0 • •
b icy c le  ra tn s 
B leachers 4 8 0 . 0 1 2 5 . 0 3 7 5 . 0
Boat Ramp or Dock 2 4 0 . 0 , , . , , , 2 1 0 0 . 0
Boating 71 2 0 . 0 # # # , # , # 4 1 1 0 0 . 0
B o ccie  Court 
Bowling Green
TABLE 18— Continued
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
•
No. % No. % No O/. /o No %
Bridle Paths 1 20 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0
Camp— Day 4 8 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
C am p--Tent 5 1 0 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Camp— Trailer 5 1 0 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
C asting Pools 1 2 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0 # B
Concert Area , . , . B # # #
Council Rings • . • . . . . . # .
Curling 2 4 0 . 0 • « s a 2 1 0 0 . 0
D ance Pavilions 2 4 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Diving Pool 5 1 0 0 . 0 5 1 0 0 . 0 , .
Drag Strip • . . . • . • . , . , .
Drinking Fountains 5 1 0 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
F irep laces 4 8 0 . 0 3 7 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
Fishing • • • • . • • . . , , #
Fishing Piers
C 1 0 0 . 0
8 0 . 0
2
2
4 0 . 0







bU . U 
2 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
Football 5 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
Giant Checkers 1 20 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0 , , , . , , , ,
Golf Courses 5 1 0 0 . 0 Q 6 0 . 0 # . , , 2 4 0 . 0
Grand Stand 3 6 0 . 0 2 • 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
TABLE 18--Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No % No. % N o . % No % .
Gymnasium 5 1 0 0 . 0 5 1 0 0 . 0
Handball 4 3 0 . 0 , , 4 1 0 0 . 0
Hiking Trails 2 4 0 . 0 i 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
H orseshoe 2 4 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Ice  Hockey 2 4 0 . 0 2 1 0 0 . 0 # #
Ice  Skating Ring 4 8 0 . 0 4 1 0 0 . 0 # m
Marina , , . # , , # .
Model Airplane Field 2 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0
Model Boat Pond . , , , . # # #
Museum 1 2 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0
Nature Study Area • • • • , , . .
Nature Trails . , . , . ,
Night Lighting 3 6 0 . 0 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Outdoor Theater 2 4 0 . 0 , , , # 2 1 0 0 . 0
Pavilion 2 4 0 . 0 2 1 0 0 . 0
P icn ic  F a c i l i t ie s 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0
P isto l Ranges 1 2 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0
Playground--Children 5 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0
Public Rest Rooms 5 1 0 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0




Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No. % No. %
Recreation Building 3 6 0 . 0 3 1 0 0 . 0
Rifle Range 2 4 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0 , , 1 5 0 . 0
Roller Skating 2 4 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0 . • 1 5 0 . 0
Sand Boxes 2 4 0 . 0 2 1 0 0 . 0 # . , ,
Senior C itizen  Center 2 4 0 . 0 2 1 0 0 . 0 • . , ,
S h e lter— Open 1 2 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0 , , # ,
Shuffleboara 1 20 . 0 . . . . 1 1 0 0 . 0 . ,
Sheet Shooting 1 20 . 0 • • . • . • 1 1 0 0 . 0
Skiing 1 2 0 . 0 14. 1 0 0 . 0 • • . •
Sledding 1 2 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 . 0 • • • •
So ccer 1 2 0 . 0 • • • • 1 1 0 0 . 0 • •
Softball 5 1 0 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 • •
Stables 1 2 0 . 0 . . . , . . , . 1 1 0 0 . 0
Stadium 4 8 0 . 0 . . • , 4 1 0 0 . 0 . *
Stage 2 4 0 . 0 • . . . 2 1 0 0 . 0 . •
Swimming Beach 4 8 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 . . • , 2 5 0 . 0
Swimming Pool 5 1 0 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0 • • • • 2 4 0 . 0
Teen Center 4 8 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 1 2 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
Tennis 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 8 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0 , # • .
Tetherball 3 6 0 . 0 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3 • . . •




Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. %■ No. % N o . %
Tourist Camp Oo 6 0 . 0 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Trampolines 5 1 0 0 . 0 . « , . 5 1 0 0 . 0 • • • •
Trap Shooting 2 4 0 . 0 . , , , , , . m 2 1 0 0 . 0
Volleyball 5 1 0 0 . 0 5 1 0 0 . 0
Wading Pool 5 1 0 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
W ater Skiing 3 6 0 . 0 , a , , . . , , 3 1 00 . 0
Zoo , . # , . . # # , , B #
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TABLE 19
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RECREATION AREAS AND 
FACILITIES WHICH EXIST IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO CITIES RESPONDING IN 
POPULATION RANGE 1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0
Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
N o . % N o . % No. % No. %
Amusement Park 2 2 3 . 6 I 5 0 . 0 -1 5 0 . 0  -
Arboretums 1 14 . 3 1 1 0 0 . 0 , ,
Archery Range 7 1 0 0 . 0 3 4 2 . 9 1 14 . 3 3 4 2 . 9
A rtific ia l Ice 2 2 8 . 6 2 1 0 0 . 0 . . , , , ,
Badminton 7 1 0 0 . 0 3 4 2 . 9 4 5 7 . 1 4 # # #
Bandstand 4 5 7 . 1  • 3 7 5 . 0 # , , , 1 2 5 . 0
Barbeque Pits 7 1 0 0 . 0 5 71. 4 • a , , 2 2 8 . 6
B aseball 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 . , . , , , # ,
Basketball--O utdoor 7 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 2 2 8 . 6 1 14 . 3
B ask etb a ll--In d o o r 7 1 0 0 . 0 # , . # 7 1 0 0 . 0 # ,
Benches 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 # , , . , ,
B icyc le  Paths 2 2 8 . 6 2 1 0 0 . 0 . . , . # , , ,
Bleachers 7 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 2 2 8 . 6 1 14 . 3
Boat Ramp or Dock 4 5 7 . 1 • . . , s . , . 4 1 0 0 . 0
Boating 6 8 5 . 7 ] 1 6 . 7 , . # , 5 8 3 . 3
B o ccie  Court 
Bowling Green
TABLE 19--Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. % No. % No. %
Bridle Paths 4 5 7 . 1 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
Camp— Day 5 7 1 . 4 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Camp— Tent 7 - 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 3 4 2 . 9
Camp— Trailer 7 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 Qyj 4 2 . 9





5 7 . 1
T
2
1 0 0 . 0 
5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
Council Rings 1 14 . 3 1 1 0 0 . 0 , , , ,
Curling 2 2 8 . 6 • . • • 2 1 0 0 . 0
D ance Pavilions 3 4 2 . 9 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Diving Pool 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 . . . .
Drag Strip • . . • • • . . . , • ,
Drinking Fountains 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 • . . .
F ireo laces 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 , , , .
Fishing 7 1 0 0 . 0 3 4 2 . 9 4 5 7 . 1
Fishing Piers 4 5 7 . 1 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
Flagpoles 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 . , , .
Flower Gardens 7 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 3 4 2 . 9
Football 7 1 0 0 . 0 , , , , 7 1 0 0 . 0 , # • «
Giant Checkers 2 2 8 . 6 2 1 0 0 . 0 , . , ,
Golf Courses 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 . ,




Total Owned by Owned by Owned by
Type of F a c il i ty F a c i l i t ie s City School Other
No. % No. % No % No % .
Gymnasium 7 1 0 0 . 0 3 4 2 . 9 4 5 7 . 1
Handball 7 1 0 0 . 0 1 1 4 . 3 6 8 5 . 7
Hiking Trails 5 7 1 . 4 3 6 0 . 0 , , , # 2 4 0 . 0
H orseshoe------------------ 7 100  .0 6 4 2 . 9 l 14 3
Ice  Hockey 5 7 1 . 4 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Ice  Skating Ring 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0
Marina 4 5 7 . 1 . , . . 4 1 0 0 . 0
Model Airplane Field 3 4 2 . 9 2 6 6 . 7 1 3 3 . 3
Model Boat Pond s . . , . . , . . .
Museum 4 5 7 . 1 . , 4 1 0 0 . 0
Nature Study Area 5 7 1 . 4 3 6 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0
Nature Trails 4 5 7 . 1 2 5 0 . 0 2 5 0 . 0
Night Lighting 7 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 2 2 8 . 6 i 14 . 3
Outdoor Theater 7 1 0 0 . 0 , , 7 1 0 0 . 0
Pavilion 7 1 0 0 . 0 2 2 8 . 6 2 2 8 . 6 3 4 2 . 9
P icn ic  F a c i l i t ie s 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0
P isto l Ranges 4 5 7 . 1 # # . , 4 1 0 0 . 0
Playground— Children 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 # m
Public Rest Rooms 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 # B
Putting Green 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 , # , ,
Race Track 4 5 7 . 1 , , 4 1 0 0 . 0
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TABLE 19— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty -
Total







No. % No. % No % No %
Recreation Building 5 7 1 . 4 4 8 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0
Rifle Range 7 1 0 0 . 0 2 2 8 . 6 5 7 1 . 4
Roller Skating 3 4 2 . 9 • • • • 3 1 0 0 . 0
Sand B oxes- 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 , , # #
Senior C itizen  Center 6 8 5 . 7 r»L 3 3 . 3 4 6 6 . 7
S h e lter--O p e n 6 8 5 . 7 3 5 0 . 0 3 5 0 . 0
Shuffleboard 2 2 8 . 6 1 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0
Skeet Shooting 6 8 5 . 7 1 1 6 . 7 5 8 3 . 3
Skiing Area 2 2 8 . 6 • • . . 2 1 0 0 . 0
Sledding 5 7 1 . 4 3 6 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0 1 2 0 . 0
So ccer 3 4 2 . 9 3 1 0 0 . 0 • • • •
Softball 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 , . • .
Stab les 3 4 2 . 9 1 3 3 . 3 2 6 6 . 7
Stadium 7 1 0 0 . 0 1 1 4 . 3 5 7 1 . 4 1 14 . 3
Stage 7 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 7 . 1 3 4 2 . 9 • . . .
Swimming Beach 5 7 1 . 4 1 2 0 . 0 • • • • 4 8 0 . 0
Swimming Pool 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 • . • • • • . •
Teen Center 4 5 7 . 1 4 1 0 0 . 0 • • . • . • . .
Tennis 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 • • • . . • • •
Tetherball 4 5 7 . 1 2 5 0 . 0 1 2 5 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
Toboggan Slope 3 4 2 . 9 2 6 6 . 7 • . • • 1 3 3 . 3
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TABLE 19— Continued
Type of F a c il i ty
Total







No. % No. % No. % No. % .
Tourist Camp 6 8 5 . 7 4 6 5 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
Trampolines 7 1 0 0 . 0 1 14 . 3 6 8 5 . 7 • . • .
Trap Shooting 6 8 5 . 7 1 16 . 7 .  • • . 5 8 3 . 3
Volleyball 7 1 0 0 . 0 2 2 8 . 6 5 7 1 . 4 • • « .
Wading Pool 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 • • • • • . • •
W ater Skiing 4 5 7 . 1 • , • • • • • • 4 1 0 0 . 0
Zoo 3 4 2 . 9 T 3 3 . 3 2 6 6 . 7
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diam onds, s tad iu m s, s t a g e s ,  swimming p o o ls ,  tenn is  co u rts ,  trampo­
l i n e s ,  v o lley b a ll  co u r ts ,  and wading p o o ls .  Examination of Table 19 
revealed  th a t,  of the 87 f a c i l i t i e s  l is ted  on the q u estio n n aire , the c i t ie s  
in th is  population range are able to provide nearly  9 6 per ce n t of them.
Tab.'e 20 p resen ts  information on the most popular recreation  
a c t iv ity  in the c i t ie s  of North Dakota according to to ta l  c i t i e s  and popu­
lation ra n g e s .  It may be seen  that swimming and b a s e b a l l  were the 
favorite  a c t iv i t ie s  by North Dakota c i t iz e n s .  It was in terestin g  to note 
that b a s e b a l l  was the leading recreation  ac t iv i ty  in the 7 5 - 1 , 0 0 0  popu­
lation  ranges; w hereas swimming was most popular in the other popula­
tion ra n g e s .  In add ition , swimming seem s to be the most popular 
ac t iv i ty  in a l l  the c i t i e s  which responded to the q u estio n n aire .
Table 21 re v e a ls  the c i t ie s  in North Dakota that are levying a tax  
for park and recrea tio n  operation. Examination of Table 21 shows 4 2 ,  
or 1 9 . 5  per c e n t ,  of the c i t ie s  responding levy a tax  for re crea t io n . 
E ig h ty -o n e , or 3 7 . 6  per c e n t ,  of the c i t ie s  levy a tax  for p arks. Table 
2 1  shows further that a l l  c i t ie s  in the la rg e s t  population range , 1 0 , 0 0 1 -  
5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  levy a tax  for both recreation  and park programs.
The average ta x  levied for parks in a l l  c i t ie s  was 5 .5  m ills ; 
w hereas the average tax  levied for recreatio n  -was 2 .4  m il ls .  Further 
exam ination of Table 21 re v e a ls  that few c i t ie s  in the lower three popu­
lation ranges take  advantage of the North Dakota Enabling Act of 194 7. 
This a c t  g iv es  the c i t ie s  the opportunity to levy a tax  for the purpose of
TABLE 20
MOST POPULAR RECREATION ACTIVITY IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES 
ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
Total Average Number of
Total C ities  
and Popula­
tion Ranges




of C ities  
Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting
M ost Popular 
Recreation 
Activity
Persons Utilizing M ost 
Popular Recreation 
Activity Per Year
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 Swimming 7 7 , 4 5 3
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 B aseb all 26
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 B ase b a ll 33
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 86. 0 B ase b a ll 65
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 Swimming 450
1 ,5  1- 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 Swimming 722
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 Swimming 2 , 1 6 5
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 00 . 0 Swimming 7 , 8 4 0
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TABLE 21
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA LEVYING 
A TAX FOR PARK AND RECREATION OPERATING ACCORDING TO 
TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING AND POPULATION RANGES
Number of C ities Number of C it ies
Levying Tax Levying Tax
Total for Recreation for Parks
Total C ities C ities  in Number Per Cent Average Average
and Popula- Population of C ities of C ities Tax M ill Tax M ill
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting N o . % Levied N o . % Levied
Total C ities  
Population Ranges
DO CO O 215 7 4 . 1 42 19 . 5 2 . 4 81 3 7 . 6 5 . 5
75 - 250 108 62 5 7 . 4 3 4 . 8 1 . 0 5 8 . 1 3 . 2
2 5 1 - 500 81 58 7 1 . 6 1 1 . 7 2 . 5 19 3 2 . 8 4 . 0
5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0 43 37 86. 0 8 2 1 . 6 2 . 5 23 6 2 . 2 4 . 4
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 8 3 3 . 3 2 . 2 24 1 0 0 . 0 6 . 2
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 12 5 4 . 5 2 . 0 18 8 1 . 8 7 . 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 00 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 2 . 5 5 1 0 0 . 0 8. 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 2 . 5 7 1 0 0 . 0 6. 0
no
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maintaining and operating a park and recreatio n  program.
An in sp ectio n  of Table 22 re v e a ls  the c i t ie s  in North Dakota which 
budget for park and recreatio n  programs according to to ta l c i t i e s  and 
population ra n g e s .  Approximately 31 per cen t of the to ta l c i t i e s  respond­
ing budget, an average of $ 9 , 2 7 0 . 0 0  per year for re crea t io n . Approxi­
mately 44 per cen t of the total c i t ie s  responding budget an average of 
$ 2 1 , 2 4 7 . 0 0  per year for p a rk s .
It  was in terestin g  to note that 28 , or 13 . 1  per c e n t ,  of the c i t ie s  
budget for new land or f a c i l i t i e s .  The average annual amount budgeted 
by the to ta l c i t i e s  for new land or f a c i l i t i e s  was $ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .
Table 23 presen ts  the c i t ie s  in North Dakota that are receiv in g  
revenue for parks and recreatio n  from other sou rces  to operate th eir  park 
and recreatio n  programs. One hundred and ten c i t i e s ,  or 5 1 . 1  per c e n t ,  
of the to ta l c i t i e s  responding re c e iv e  revenue from other sou rces  than 
ta x e s  to operate their park and recreation  programs.
Twenty c i t i e s ,  or 1 8 , 2  per c e n t ,  re c e iv e  revenue from the Ameri­
can Legion . S ix ty -th re e  c i t i e s ,  or 5 7 . 3  per cent of the to ta l  c i t i e s ,  
re c e iv e  revenue from t ic k e t  s a l e s .  Ten c i t i e s ,  or 9 .  1 per c e nt ,  of the 
to ta l c i t i e s  re c e iv e  money from the school d is t r ic t ,  and 17 c i t i e s ,  or 
1 5 . 5  per c e n t ,  of the to ta l c i t ie s  re ce iv e  revenue from a c ig a re tte  ta x .
Examination of Table 23 re v e a ls  a ll  of the c i t ie s  in the two la rg est  
population ra n g e s ,  3 , Oh1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0  , re ce iv e  revenue from other s o u rc e s .  
More important, a ll  of that revenue is  from t ic k e t  s a l e s ,  which c o n s is t s
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TABLE 22
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA BUDGETING FOR PARK AND 
RECREATION PROGRAMS ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
C itie s  that are C it ie s  that are C ities  that are
Budgeting for Budgeting for Budgeting for








of C ities  
Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting
















F a c i l i t ie s
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 67 3 1 . 1 $ 9 , 2 7 0 105 4 4 . 1 $2 , 247 28 13 . 1 $ 3 , 6 0 0
Population Ranges
75 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 4 6 . 5 585 9 14. 5 445 3 4 . 8 200
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 10 17 . 2 700 19 - 3 2 . 8 820 2 3 . 4 400
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 86 . 0 17 4 5 . 9 1 , 470 23 6 2 . 2 :i , 800 3 8 . 1 900
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 14 5 8 . 3 2 , 7 5 0 24 1 00 . 0 1,400 6 2 5 . 0 1 , 2 0 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 12 5 4 . 5 4 , 6 5 0 18 8 1 . 8 f!,  400 7 3 1 . 8 2 , 4 0 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 13 , 600 5 1 00 . 0 3! . , 8 5 0 2 4 0 . 0 5 , 5 0 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 4 1 , 0 0 0 7 1 00 . 0 9i 1 ,000 5 7 1 . 4 14 , 600
TABLE 23
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NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA THAT ARE RECEIVING REVENUE 
FOR PARKS AND RECREATION FROM OTHER SOURCES ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITI|eS
AND POPULATION RANGES
Total C ities  
and Popula-
Total
C ities  in Number 
Population of C ities
C it ie s  That are Receiving
Revenue to Operate ___________
Per Cent Their Recreation
of C it ies  and Park Programs American
Other Sour ces
Ticket School C igarette
tion  Ranges Range Reporting Reporting From Other Sources Legion S a le s D istr ic t Tax
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1
Population Ranges
7 5 - 250 108 62 5 7 . 4
25 1 - 500 81 58 7 1 . 6
5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0 43 37 86. 0
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0
No. % No. % No
1 1 0 _ 5 i n 20 18 . 2 63
14 2 2 . 6 4 4 4 . 4 8
28 4 8 . 3 8 2 8 . 6 10
18 4 8 . 6 4 2 2 . 2 3
20 8 3 . 3 2 1 0 . 0 16
18 8 1 . 8 2 1 1 . 1 14
5 1 0 0 . 0 5
7 1 0 0 . 0 7
% No. % No. %
5 7 . 3 10 9 . 1 17 15 . 5
5 7 . 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 . 1
3 5 . 7 4 1 4 . 3 6 2 1 . 4
16 . 7 2 1 1 . 1 9 5 0 . 0
8 0 . 0 1 5 . 0 1 5 . 0
7 7 . 8 2 1 1 . 1 • •
1 0 0 . 0 • •
1 0 0 . 0
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of swimming and golf r e c e ip ts .  It may be seen  that the c ig a re tte  ta x ,  as 
a sou rce  of revenue for re c re a t io n ,  is  utilized  by c i t ie s  of the four popu­
la tion  ranges of the l e a s t  population.
Table 24 shows the c i t ie s  in North D akota that have issu ed  bonds 
for recreatio n  or park f a c i l i t i e s  according to to ta l c i t i e s  and population 
ra n g e s .  It i s  in terestin g  to note that only eight c i t i e s ,  or 3 . 7  per c e nt ,  
have issu e d  bonds for park or recreatio n  f a c i l i t i e s .  The average amount 
of the bonds issu e d  is  $ 3 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  with the average annual payoff rate  of 
$ 3 , 8 5 0 . 0 0 .  Table 24 re v e a ls  that only c i t ie s  in the four la rg e s t  popula­
tion ranges have is su e d  bonds for park or recreatio n  f a c i l i t i e s .
Table 25 p resen ts  the purposes for which bonds were issu ed  
accordin g  to to ta l c i t i e s  and population ran g e s .  Three c i t ie s  in North 
D ako ta ,  or 3 7 . 5  per c e n t ,  is su e d  bonds for both recreatio n  buildings and 
swimming p o o ls .  One bond, or 1 2 . 5  per c e n t ,  of the to ta l bonds issu e d  
were made to acquire  land or build a park or recreation  com plex.
T able  26 re v e a ls  the c i t ie s  inj North D akota that maintain f in a n c ia l  
record s or books for their recreatior j and park programs according to to ta l  
c i t i e s  and population ra n g e s .  An in sp ectio n  of Table 26 re v e a ls  136,  or 
60 per c e nt ,  of the to ta l c i t i e s  responding maintain records or books for 
th eir  re creatio n  and park programs.
Examination of Table 26 revealed  that 79 , or 58 per c e n t ,  of the 
c i t i e s  responding maintain records and books sep arate ly  for parks and 
re c re a t io n .  T w en ty -sev e n , or 1 9 . 7 'per cent ,  of the c i t ie s  responding
TABLE 24
NUMBER, PER CENT, AVERAGE AMOUNT AND PAYOFF RATE OF BONDS CITIES 
IN NORTH DAKOTA HAVE ISSUED FOR RECREATION OR PARK FACILITIES 
ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
Total
C it ie s  that have Issu ed  Bonds for 
Parks or Recreation F a c i l i t ie s
and Popula- Population of C ities of C ities Average Payoff Rate
tion Ranges Range Reporting Reporting No. % Amount per Year
Total C ities 230 215 7 4 . 1 8 3 . 7 $ 3 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 $ 3 , 8 5 0 . 0 0
P n m R a n r i P Q 1—'!—1cn
75-  250 108 62 5 7 . 4
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 • •
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 86 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 3 12. 5 3 9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 OL 9 . 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 2 , 4 0 0 . 0 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 2 0 . 0 4 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 4 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 2 2 8 . 6 3 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 6 , 000. 00
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TABLE 25
PURPOSE BONDS WERE ISSUED IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES FOR RECREATION OR PARK 
FACILITIES ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
Purpose Bonds W e re Iss ued




C it ie s  in Number 
Population of C it ies  
Range Reporting
Per Cent 














No % No % ~ N o 7 % NoT ^ —%
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 3 3 7 . 5 3 3 7 . 5 1 12 . 5 1 12 . 5
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 • • . .
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 • • • • . .
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 86. 0 • • . .
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 1 3 3 . 3 1 3 3 . 3 1 3 3 . 3 . .
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 2 1 0 0 . 0 • • . .
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 1 1 0 0 . 0 • • . .
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0 • ■ • • 1 5 0 . 0
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TABLE 26
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA THAT MAINTAIN FINANCI 
RECORDS AND BOOKS FOR THEIR RECREATION AND PARK PROGRAMS 
ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES RESPONDING 
AND POPULATION RANGES
\L
Parks and Recreation Financ Lai Records are Maintained in the
. Following C ity  Government Structure




C it ies  in Number 
Population of C ities  
Range Reporting
Per Cent 
of C it ie s  
Reporting
C it ies  That 
M aintain F in an cia l 
Records for Parks 
and Recreation
M aintained 













a l l  City 
Accounting
No. % No % No . % No %
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 136 6 0 . 0 79 5 8 . 0 27 19 . 7 30 2 2 . 3
Population Ranges
75- 250 108 62 5 7 . 4 26 4 1 . 9 1 1 4 2 . 3 • • 15 5 7 . 7
25 1 - 500 81 58 7 1 . 6 23 3 9 . 7 1 1 4 7 . 8 6 2 6 . 1 6 2 6 . 1
5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0 43 37 86. 0 29 7 8 . 4 14 4 8 . 3 10 3 4 . 5 5 1 7 . 2
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 24 1 0 0 . 0 18 7 5 . 0 4 1 6 . 7 2 8 . 3
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 22 1 0 0 . 0 13 5 9 . 1 7 3 1 . 8 2 9 . 1
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 00 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 5 1 0 0 . 0 • •
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 • • • . • . • •
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com bine the f in a n c ia l  records for parks and re cre a t io n .  W h e re a s ,  3 0 ,  or 
2 2 . 3  per c e n t ,  of the c i t i e s  include the f in a n c ia l  records and books for 
parks and recreatio n  in the overa ll  c ity  a cco u n tin g .
Table 27 p resen ts  information concerning North D akota c i t ie s  which 
have had a re ce n t  f in a n c ia l  audit of their  recreation  and park operation 
according to to ta l c i t i e s  and population ra n g e s .  Table 27 shows that 74 , 
or 3 4 . 4  per c e nt ,  of the responding c i t ie s  have had a re cen t audit of their 
park and recreatio n  f in a n c ia l  operation . Further exam ination of Table 2 7 
shows that a ll  f in a n c ia l  audits conducted were fa v o ra b le .
Table  28 re v e a ls  the number and per cent of c i t ie s  in North Dakota 
th at have re ce iv e d  a federal grant through the outdoor recreatio n  agency 
accordin g  to to ta l  c i t i e s  and population ra n g e s .  Forty -tw o, or 1 9 . 4  per 
c e n t ,  of the to ta l  c i t i e s  responding have receiv ed  federal grants for out­
door re creatio n  p u rposes. The average amount of the federal grants for 
the to ta l  c i t ie s  responding is  $ 3 2 , 7 8 6 . 0 0 .
C it ie s  in the la rg e s t  population range,  1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  have 
re ce iv e d  more grants than any of the other c i t ie s  in any other population 
r a n g e . The average amount of the federal grant for grants rece iv ed  by 
th is  same population range is  $ 1 1 4 , 8 7 0 , 0 0 .
Table 29 l i s t s  the purposes for which the federal grant's receiv ed  
by c i t i e s  in North Dakota were u sed . Tw en ty-on e, or 50 per c e nt ,  of 
the grants were granted for the purpose of building outdoor re c re a t io n -
park co m p le x e s .  Tw elve , or 2 8 . 6  per c e nt ,  of the c i t ie s  in North Dakota
TABLE 27
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA THAT HAVE HAD A 
RECENT FINANCIAL AUDIT OF THEIR RECREATION AND PARK OPERATION 
ACCORDING TO TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
Total 
C ities  in 
Population 
Range
C it ies  that have had a Recent F in an cia l Audit 
of Their Recreation and Park Operation




of C ities  
Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting No. %
Per Cent of 
Audits that 
were Favorable
Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 74 3 4 . 4 1 0 0 . 0
Population Ranges
7 5 - 250 108 62 5 7 . 4 6 9 . 7 1 0 0 . 0
2 5 1 - 500 81 58 7 1 . 5 9 15 . 5 1 0 0 . 0
5 0 1 - 1 , 0 0 0 43 37 86. 0 8 2 1 . 6 1 0 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 - 1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 2 1 8 7 . 5 1 0 0 . 0
1 , 5 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 5 18 8 1 . 8 1 0 0 . 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 00 0 r0 5 8 3 . 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
NUMBER, PER CENT AND TYPE OF PROJECTS FEDERAL GRANTS WERE 
APPROVED FOR IN NORTH DAKOTA CITIES ACCORDING TO 
TOTAL CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
TABLE 29




C ities  in Number 
Population of C ities  
Range Reporting
Per Cent 
of C ities  
Reporting
Federal Grants were Approve 
Following Type of Proje










No % No % No. % No %
Total C ities 290 215 74 . 1 4 9 . 5 12 2 8 . 6 5 1 1 . 9 21 5 0 . 0
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 • • • • .  • 3 1 0 0 . 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 • • 1 1 6 . 7 • • • • 5 8 3 . 3
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 86. 0 6 6 0 . 0 • • 1 1 0 . 0 3 3 0 . 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 3 5 0 . 0 • • • • 1 1 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 2 2 5 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 1 12 . 5 5 62 . 5
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 1 2 0 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 • • • • 2 4 0 . 0
1 0 , 0 0 1 - 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 7 1 0 0 . 0 . . 1 2 5 . 0 2 5 0 . 0 1 2 5 . 0
used their grants to co nstru ct swimming p o o ls .  F iv e ,  or 1 1 . 9  per c e nt ,  
of the c i t ie s  constructed  golf co u rse s  with their gran ts . N early 10 per 
cen t of the c i t ie s  in North D akota u tilized  their grant to build a recre  ­
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ation com plex .
TABLE 28
NUMBER, PER CENT AND AVERAGE AMOUNT OF FEDERAL GRANTS CITIES 
IN NORTH DAKOTA HAVE RECEIVED ACCORDING TO TOTAL 
CITIES AND POPULATION RANGES
C ities  that have Received 
Federal Grants for Recreation








of C ities  
Reporting
Per Cent 





Total C ities 290 215 7 4 . 1 42 1 9 . 4 $ 3 2 , 7 8 6 . 0 0
Population Ranges
7 5 -  250 108 62 5 7 . 4 3 4 . 8 2 , 0 3 4 . 0 0
2 5 1 -  500 81 58 7 1 . 6 6 10 . 3 2 4 , 7 0 8 . 0 0
5 0 1 -  1 , 000 43 37 86. 0 10 2 7 . 0 1 8 , 8 1 8 . 0 0
1 , 0 0 1 -  1 , 500 24 24 1 0 0 . 0 6 2 4 . 0 1 6 , 3 5 4 . 0 0
1 , 5 0 1 -  3 , 0 0 0 28 22 7 8 . 6 8 3 6 . 4 2 5 , 0 3 4 . 0 0
3 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 6 5 8 3 . 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 , 6 8 5 . 0 0




The writer fe l t  the study revealed  many in terestin g  fa c ts  ab^ut the 
sta tu s of recreatio n  and parks in North D akota . The s p e c i f ic  information 
was helpful and could readily  be used to su b stan tia te  th eo ries  about 
e x is te n t  s itu ation s  within the s t a te .  The questionnaire  seem ed to be 
adequate in most a s p e c t s .  It covered the areas  and facto rs  in which the 
writer w as in te re s te d .  There were no returns that had to be d iscarded  
b e c a u se  of poor q u e s tio n s .  The writer recognized  that many factors  in 
recreatio n  and parks s t i l l  need to be studied in North D ako ta . Plowever, 
the d a ta ,  revea led  by th is  study, should provide a b a s is  for a great deal 
of thought, study and action  by the c i t iz e n s  of North D akota .
On the w hole , it would seem that most of the c i t ie s  in North 
Dakota have some form of organized recreatio n  for i ts  c i t iz e n s .  Plow­
e v e r ,  the lack  of qualified  re creatio n  personnel in the c i t ie s  of North 
Dakota has seem ed to d iscou rage the u tiliza t io n  of the unlimited r e c r e ­
ation potentia l North Dakota c i t ie s  p o s s e s s .  This may be a reason why 
many areas  of re cre a t io n a l  opportunities in our c i t ie s  remain virgin and 
u n u ti l iz e d .
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It  was gratifying to note that approxim ately '80 per ce n t of the to ta l 
c i t i e s  responding have some form of an organized recreatio n  program for 
th eir  c i t iz e n s .  It was not so gratify ing , how ever, to learn th at only 4 6 
per ce n t of the c i t ie s  responding have u til ized  the North D akota R e cre ­
ation Enabling Act of 1947.  This a c t  was made over 20 y ears  ago and 
au thorizes a c ity  to levy  a tax  for the operation of a recreatio n  program. 
It would be d if f icu lt  to give re a so n s  for fa ilu re  to do so .
C i t i e s ,  which have not u til ized  the Recreation  Enabling Act, have 
used other so u rces  as  a method of financing their re creatio n  program. 
Elowever, th is  method is  rather in c o n s is te n t  and u n re l ia b le .  Perhaps it  
should only be used to supplement the recreatio n  ta x  b a se  rather than be 
the so le  source of revenu e.
If the goal of every c ity  in North D akota is  the b e s t  recreatio n  
program p o s s ib le  for i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  then they must take  advantage of every 
opportunity in recreatio n  to better  th e m se lv e s .  For exam p le, adequate 
lead ersh ip  in re creatio n  seem s to be lack in g  in most North Dakota c i t i e s .  
Perhaps the c i t ie s  have not taken advantage of a ll  qualified personnel in 
th eir  c i t y .  It would be a rare c ity  that was devoid of gifted individuals 
in various a c t iv i t i e s .  These  people could w ell enhance recreatio n  and 
park programs in the c i t i e s .
L e s s  than three per ce n t of the to ta l c i t i e s  responding reported 
fu ll- t im e  re crea tio n  d ire c to rs .  Not one c ity  reported a part-tim e 
recreatio n  d irector . If c i t i e s  in North Dakota cannot find it f in a n c ia lly
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fe a s ib le  to employ a fu ll- t im e  d irector , perhaps they should explore 
other avenues to obtain a part-tim e person . Perhaps two or three c i t ie s  
could combine efforts  and money to secure  a recreatio n  lead er to serve 
more than one c i t y .
Approximately 2 5 per cent of the c i t ie s  responding employed p art-  
time summer recreatio n  p erson nel.  M ost of th e se  personnel were 
employed to d irect b a se b a l l  and /or swimming programs. These  part-tim e 
personnel were s p e c ia l i s t s  rather than w ell-rou nd ed , d iv ers ified  r e c r e ­
ation d ire c to rs .  The survey revealed  that the most popular recrea tio n a l 
a c t iv i t ie s  in North D akota c i t ie s  were b a s e b a l l  and swimming. Were 
they the most popular b e ca u se  there was no other a c t iv ity  a v a i la b le ?  
W ere they the most popular b e ca u se  s p e c ia l i s t s  d irected  them and 
offered nothing e l s e  in the program?
It was the w riter 's  opinion that qualified personnel would greatly  
enhance  programs in parks and re cre a t io n .  H ow ever, few recreatio n  
le a d e rs  are a v a ila b le  in the s ta te  of North D akota. A review  of North 
D akota co l le g e  and u niversity  ca ta lo g u es  re v e a ls  no undergraduate 
major or minor offered in re crea t io n . Therefore qualified  lead ersh ip  h as 
to come from other s ta te s  .
C it ie s  in North Dakota responding to the questionnaire  were able  
to ch e ck  a to ta l of 86 f a c i l i t i e s  a v a ilab le  for recrea tio n a l u s e .  Y e t,  
many c i t ie s  provided le s s  than half  of the 87 f a c i l i t i e s  l is te d  on the 
qu estio n n aire . A more d iv ersified  recreatio n  program should be the goal
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of a l l  c i t i e s  operating a recreatio n  program for i t s - c i t i z e n s . More 
f a c i l i t i e s  could help  a c ity  reach th is  g oa l.
L e s s  than h a lf  of the responding c i t ie s  in North D akota have 
u tilized  the park board or re creatio n  com m ission as  a governing body to 
organize and adm inister recreatio n  and park programs. It  is  the w riter 's  
opinion that a ll  c i t i e s  in North Dakota should have some form of govern­
ment to organize and adm inister programs, personnel and f in a n c e .  A few 
of the c i t ie s  have both a park board and recreatio n  com m ission . The 
majority of c i t i e s  have organized a park board to adm inister both the 
park and recreatio n  programs.
It was most gratifying to note that nearly  20 per ce n t of the c i t ie s  
responding have re ce iv e d  a federal grant to co n stru ct a recreatio n  fa c i l i ty  
in the c i t y .  T h ese  grants have averaged nearly  $ 3 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  All c i t i e s  
in North Dakota may apply for and re c e iv e  such a grant. Perhaps the 
other c i t ie s  have not applied b e c a u se  they la ck  information or am bition.
If qualified  recreatio n  personnel were a v a ila b le  in each  c ity  of North 
D akota , th is  opportunity for potentia l money would perhaps be in v e s t i ­
gated .
The major em phasis of th is  survey w as concerned with the statu s 
of programs, f in a n c e ,  lead ersh ip  and adm inistration in re cre a t io n .
Glaring o m iss io n s  and in ad eq u ac ies  in North Dakota recreatio n  and 
parks becam e apparent as  the data was analyzed and sta tu s rev ea led .
The writer fe lt  so  many of th e s e  problem s.could be solved through and by
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qualified  re creatio n  le a d e r s . Perhaps few North Dakota c i t iz e n s  re a l iz e  
the contributions such persons could make in re cre a t io n .  Perhaps few 
c i t iz e n s  re a l iz e  p ro fess io n al preparation is  a v a ila b le  in some sch o o ls  
for the in te re s te d .  There are no s ta te  law s requiring degrees or s p e c ia l  
co u rse s  for the re creatio n  d irectors  now employed in our c i t i e s .  No 
c o l le g e  or u n iv ersity  in North Dakota o ffers  th is  preparation. It i s  the 
fee lin g  of the writer (and as  a c i t iz e n  in terested  in the w elfare  of 
recreatio n  in the c i t i e s  of North Dakota) that the f irs t  step  i s  to provide 
opportunities for p ro fess io n a l preparation in recreatio n  for our young men 
and women. Perhaps th is  would partia lly  so lv e  the problem and so supply 
our North D akota c i t ie s  with w ell qualified recreation  d ire c to rs .
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This study was planned to survey and analyze  the s ta tu s  of 
re creatio n  and parks in North Dakota c i t i e s .  It was hypothesized  that 
such information would be of value to personnel that adm inister programs 
of re creatio n  and parks and to c o l le g e  instructors  that teach  acad em ic 
c l a s s e s  in the f ie ld  of h e a lth ,  p h y sica l education and re crea t io n .
Summary of the Study
The approach to the problem included the following s tep s :
1. A review  of the literature  concerning history and dev elo p ­
ment of recreatio n  nation ally  and s ta te -w id e  w as made.
This review  was concerned ch ie f ly  with recreatio n  p ast 
and present in the United S t a te s .  Studies made on 
recreatio n  concerning the s ta te  of North Dakota were of 
particu lar in te re s t  to the writer and his study.
2. From the literature reviewed l i s t s  were formulated to cover 




3 .  From the formulated l i s t  of adm inistrative p ra c t ice s  and 
procedures in conducting a w ell-rou nd ed re crea tio n  and 
park program, an o b je c t iv e ,  c h e c k - l i s t  type of q u e s tio n ­
naire w as d eveloped . This l i s t  was edited and categorized 
into s p e c i f i c  e a s i ly  interpreted ta b le s  and q u estio n s  on 
general information, park and re crea tio n  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  
re crea tio n  and park programs and s e r v i c e s , park and 
re crea tio n  areas  and f a c i l i t i e s , park and recreatio n  fin an ce  
and b u s in e ss  m atters .  This qu estio n n aire  constitu ted  the 
method whereby data w ere secured  from the c i t ie s  surveyed.
4 .  The qu estio n n aire  with a le tte r  o f  transm ittal w as sen t to 
a l l  c i t ie s  in North D akota in the population range of 7 5 -
5 0 , 0 0 0  of w hich there  were 290 c i t i e s .  It w as determined 
by th e  writer that c i t ie s  with a population of l e s s  than 75 
people would be of l i t t le  value in the study. The l is t in g s  
of the c i t ie s  in North D akota were identified  from the 1968 
North D akota League of M u n ic ip a lit ies  D irectory .  It l is te d  
the name of the c i ty ,  population, c ity  o f f i c i a l s ,  and form 
o f c ity  governm ent.
5 . The q u estion  and le tter  of transm itta l w ere sen t out and 
returned betw een the dates  of May 10 , 1968 and June 15,
1968 .
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6 . R e sp o n se s 'w e re  organized in various v/ays in an attempt
to revea l s ig n if ic a n t  re la tio n sh ip s  and com parisons. Factors  
that were given consideration  included c i t ie s  grouped into 
seven population ra n g e s ,  ownership of f a c i l i t i e s ,  age c l a s s i ­
f ic a t io n s  and f in a n c ia l  d is tr ib u tio n s .
Findings of the Study
The a n a ly s is  and interpretation of the data co lle c te d  in th is  sur­
vey rev ea l the follow ing findings:
1. The defined population w as geographically  rep resen ta tiv e  
of the to ta l population of the c i t i e s  in North D akota . There 
was a to ta l resp on se  to the questionnaire  of 7 4 . 1  per c e n t ,  
and re sp o n se s  were rece iv ed  from c i t ie s  of every county in 
the s t a te .
2 . The range of population of c i t i e s  that responded to the 
questionnaire  was very la rg e .  It ranged from a low of a 
c ity  (Regan) with a population of 75 to a high of 5 0 , 0 0 0  
population (Fargo). More than h a lf  of the re sp o n se s  came 
from c i t ie s  with a population under 500.
3.  All c i t i e s  that responded to the questionnaire  have been 
incorporated as  o f f ic ia l  c i t i e s  in the s ta te  of North D akota . 
M ost of the o f f ic ia l  populations given on the re sp o n ses  were 
from the 1960 c e n s u s .  A sm all p ercentage  of the c i t ie s
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responding have had a more re cen t ce n su s  tak e n . H ow ever, 
th o se  c i t ie s  were lo cated  in the higher population ra n g e s .
4 .  Nearly a l l  the c i t ie s  responding have some form of re creatio n  
for the c i t iz e n s  of their  c i ty .  If a c ity  did not u t i l iz e  the 
Recreation  Enabling Act of 1947 to levy a tax  upon their 
c i t iz e n s  to operate their recreatio n  and park programs, then 
c iv ic  organ izations becam e re s p o n s ib le .  These  o rg an iza ­
tions provided the f in a n c ia l  and organizational a ids n e c e s ­
sary for a recreatio n  program.
5. Approximately seven ca te g o r ie s  of recreatio n  programs and 
s e rv ic e s  were offered in various c i t ie s  of North D akota. 
A thletic  sports and dancing were the programs most g en ­
era lly  provided.
6 . M ost of the re creatio n  programs were provided during the 
three summer months (June, Ju ly , August). M ost of the part- 
time personnel were from city  sch o o l system s and a v a ila b le  
at that tim e.
7. Recreation  programs provided for the m entally retarded and 
handicapped were at a minimum in the c i t i e s  of North 
D akota . L e ss  than three per ce n t of the to ta l c i t i e s  respond­
ing offer th e se  types of programs.
8 . Only s ix  c i t i e s  in North Dakota employ a fu ll- t im e  year 
around re crea tio n  d irector . Only c i t ie s  with a population
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of 1 0 , 0 0 0 , or more, employ a fu ll- t im e  recreatio n  d irector .
9 .  Approximately 25 per cen t of the to ta l  c i t i e s  responding 
employ some type of part-tim e recrea tio n  personnel during 
the summer months. Summer recreatio n  d ire c to rs ,  b a s e ­
b a ll  d ire c to rs ,  swimming pool managers and lifeguards 
seem to be the personnel most frequently hired in the 
c i t i e s  of North D akota .
10. There were 87 d ifferent types of re crea tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s  
l is te d  on the questionnaire  sent to the c i t ie s  in North 
D akota . C it ie s  in North Dakota have f a c i l i t i e s  in 86 of 
them: the only recreatio n  fa c i l i ty  which seem s to be 
m issing  in North Dakota is  a b o c c ie  court. B ase b a ll  
diam onds, indoor and outdoor b a sk e tb a l l  co u r ts ,  s o f t -  
ba ll  d iam onds, swimming p o o ls , gym nasium s, ch ild ren 's  
playgrounds, p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i c e  skating rinks and 
v o lley b a ll  courts seem  to be the re crea t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  
which most of the c i t ie s  provided in their c i t i e s .
11. B a se b a ll  and swimming were the two recrea tio n a l 
a c t iv i t ie s  that were the most popular in the c i t ie s  of 
North D ako ta . The c i t i e s  in the lower population ranges 
s e le c te d  b a s e b a l l  as their most popular recrea tio n a l 
a c t iv i ty .  C i t ’ ~ r- of the la rg e s t  population ranges s e le c te d
swimming a s  their  most popular recreatio n al a c t iv i ty .
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Approximately 7 7 , 0 0 0  persons u t i l iz e  North D ak o ta 's  
swimming f a c i l i t i e s  during the y e a r .
12. N early 20 per cen t of the c i t ie s  in North Dakota levy  a tax  
for re cre a t io n ,  while approximately 38 per cent of the 
c i t i e s  levy a ta x  for the operation of their p arks. A l i t t le  
over 51 per ce n t  of the c i t ie s  in North D akota re c e iv e  
revenue to operate their recreatio n  and park program from 
other so u rc e s .  Approximately 18 per cen t of the c i t i e s ,  
that re ce iv e  revenue from other s o u r c e s ,  re ce iv e  money 
from the American L e g io n .
13. A sm all percentage  of the c i t ie s  in North Dakota have 
u til ized  issu in g  of bonds as  a method of financing  the 
a cq u is it io n  of land or the constructing  of some form of 
re creatio n  and /or park fa c i l i t y .  Approximately four per 
cen t of the c i t ie s  in North D akota have issu ed  bonds 
for re crea t io n a l p u rposes. The average amount o f the 
bonds issu e d  was $ 3 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .
14.  S ixty  per cent of the to ta l c i t ie s  responding maintain 
f in a n c ia l  records and books for the operation of the 
re creatio n  and park programs. M ost of the c i t ie s  main­
tain  sep arate  f in a n c ia l  records for parks and re cre a t io n .  
Approximately 22 per ce n t of the c i t i e s  responding
include the f in a n c ia l  records and books in the overa ll
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c ity  accounting  sy stem .
15. N early 20 per ce n t of the c i t ie s  in North D akota , a c c o rd -  
i ngt o  the to ta l re s p o n s e ,  have partic ipated  in federal 
grants for outdoor re creatio n  f a c i l i t i e s .  Grants have been 
given to c i t ie s  in North Dakota to co n stru ct recreation  
co m p le x e s ,  park co m p le x e s ,  swimming p o o ls ,  golf co u rse s  
and a cq u is it io n  of land for future recreatio n  and park 
developm ent. The amount of the average grant allow ed to 
c i t ie s  in North D akota h as  been $ 3 2 , 7 8 6 . 0 0 .
C o n clu sion s
From the findings of th is  study the follow ing co n c lu s io n s  are
drawn:
1 . Approximately h a lf  of the c i t ie s  responding have some form 
of government structure which organ izes  and adm inisters 
recreatio n  and park program s.
2 . Nearly a l l  c i t i e s  responding have some form of recreation  
for the c i t iz e n s  of their  c i ty .  H ow ever, most of the 
re crea tio n a l programs are provided for the younger c i t i z e n s , 
rather than the adul t ,  during the summer months.
3 . N early a l l  the responding North Dakota c i t ie s  re ly  on p art-  
time re crea tio n  personnel to d irect their programs. Only
c i t i e s  in the h ig h est population range have tu li- t im e
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recreatio n  d ir e c to r s .
4 .  The f a c i l i t i e s  which were commonly provided in a ll  popu­
lation ranges included b a s e b a l l  diam onds, indoor and out­
door b a sk e tb a ll  co u rts ,  p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  swimming p o o ls ,  
gym nasium s, so ftb a ll  diamonds and ch ild ren 's  playgrounds.
5 . C it ie s  that have park boards and/or recreation  com m issions 
a ls o  levy ta x e s  to operate recrea tio n a l programs. C it ie s  
which have no park board or recreatio n  com m ission se ek  
other so u rces  of revenue to operate the programs.
6 . Few c i t ie s  in North Dakota have issu ed  bonds for r e c r e ­
ation or park p u rposes, but nearly  20 per cen t of the c i t ie s  
responding have applied for and re ce iv e d  f in a n c ia l  aid from 
fed eral grants for the same purpose.
Recommendations
The follow ing recommendations are made re la tiv e  to th is  study:
1. It i s  recommended that further in v estig ation  be made to 
d isco v er the c h a ra c te r is t ic s  ether than le ad e rsh ip , 
reven u e, governmental stru ctu re , and f a c i l i t i e s  that are 
e s s e n t ia l  for a s u c c e s s fu l  recreatio n  and park program 
in North Dakota c i t i e s .
2 . It is  recommended that further study and re sea rch  in 
recreatio n  be •"dertaken re la tiv e  to the follow ing to p ics :
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a .  U til iza t io n  of recreatio n  potentia l in North Dakota 
c i t ie s  from Septem ber to M ay.
b. S p e c if ic  re creatio n  programs for the adults and the 
handicapped in North D akota.
c .  W ays to u ti l iz e  a l l  e x is t in g  re creatio n  f a c i l i t i e s  
through organized programs in North Dakota c i t i e s .
d. S p e c if ic  f in a n c ia l  procedures which would aid a ll  
c i t i e s  in better  u til iza t io n  of recreatio n  re v e n u es .
e .  The e f fe c t iv e n e s s  of a com prehensive recreation  
lead ersh ip  recruitm ent program over a period of 
y ears  and its  s u c c e s s  in securing both quality and 
quantity of women and men to d irect recreatio n  
programs.
3 . It i s  recommended that the U n iversity  of North Dakota 
and /or other s ta te  c o l le g e s  provide a major and minor 
program in the fie ld  of re crea tio n .
4 .  It i s  recommended that two or more small c i t i e s  consider 
the employment of one recreation  director to organize and 
adm inister in the c i t ie s  involved.
5. It is  recommended that a ll  c i t ie s  in the s ta te  consid er 
formal organization of park and recreatio n  boards so that 
the enabling  le g is la t io n  in North Dakota to levy ta x e s
may be u t i l iz e d .
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6 . It i s  highly recommended that park boards and sch o o l 
boards cooperate  and coordinate efforts  to provide
re creatio n  for the c i t iz e n s  of the community.
APPROVED AND COMPLETED PROJECTS
N AM E O F P R O JE C T
Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation Grant-in-Aid




Epping Pork $ 1,650 $ $ 1,650 $ 3,300
Tongue River Acquisition 13,800 13,800 27,600
Fort Ransom Acquisition 3,750 3,750 7,500
Bismarck G o lf & Recreation Complex 173,980 173,980 347,960
Turtle Mountain Acquisition 54,375 54,375 108,750
Colt Dam at Beulah 22,227 22,227 44,434
Rolette Pool 21,400 21,400 42,800
Drayton Pool 30,000 30,000 60,000
Rolla Poo! 40,000 40,000 80,000
Devils Lake Poo! 83,650 83,650 167,300
Turtle River Pool 75,000 75,000 150,000
Wahpeton Park 2,285 2,285 4,570
Tioga Pool 37,500 37,500 75,000
New England G olf Course 7,000 7,000 14,000
Bel field Pool 25,000 25,000 50,000
Fargo Southwest Park Acquisition 9,844 9,844 19,638
Crystal Dam 34,4 11 34,411 68,822
Lidgerwood Park and Pool 19,250 19,250 33,500
McGregor Dam 48,600 48,600 97,200
Metigoshe State Park 45,000 45,000 90,000
State Hospital Pool 50,000 50,000 100,000
Columbus G o lf Course 4,463 4,463 8,926
Minot Souris V a lley  G o lf 85,000 85,000 170,000
Southwest Fargo Park 14,382 14,382 28,764
Powers Lake Boat Dock 3,332 3,332 6,664
Beach Park 877 877 1,754
Homme Dam Recreation Area 4,750 4,750 8,150
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APPROVED AND COMPLETED PROJE:CTS (Continued)
N AM E C F  P R O JE C T
Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation Grant-in-Aid
S O R A  and/or 
Stat j Depis. Local
To ta l
Cost
New Rockford Park $ 8,000 $ $ 8,000 $ 16,000
Clausen Springs Park-Kathryn 66,775 66,775 133,550
Sakakawea State Park 29,900 29,900 58,800
Pembina State Park 7,500 7,500 15,000
Finley Pool 31,610 31,610 63,220
M ayville G o lf Course 40,500 40,500 81,000
Writing Rock State Park 1,688 1,688 3,376
Arthur Tennis Court 1,500 1,500 3,000
Lake Hiawatha - Sykeston 2,463 2,463 4,926
Silver Lake Dam near Rutland 15,000 15,000 30,000
Regent C ity Park 4,000 4,000 8,000
DeMores State Park 9,590 9,590 19,180
Queen C ity Dam - Dickinson 41,000 41,000 82,000
Kindred Pool 21,000 21,000 42,000
Wllliston Pork Complex 49,000 49,000 98,000
Wahpeton Softball Area 4,212 4,212 8,424
Milnor Swimming Pool 17,725 17,725 35,450
Fort Lincoln State Park Acquisition 16,500 16,500 33,000
TOTALS $1,279,489 $535,116 $744,373 $2,558,978
PENDING APPLICATIONS
Casselton C ity Park $ 15,000 $ $ 15,000 $ 30,000
Stutsman County Boat Ramps 4,750 4,750 4,750
Carrington Park 6,298 6,298 12,596
W alhalla State Park 9,915 9,915 19,830
Northgate Dam 60,000 60,000 120,000
Napoleon C ity Pork 2,000 2,000 4,000
Mohal 1 C ity Park 2,200 2,200 4,400
TOTALS $ 100,163 S 69,915 $ 30,248 $ 199,926
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PROJECTS APPROVED AND TO BE COMPLETED
N AM E OF P R O JE C T
Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation Grant-in-Aid




Turtle Mountain Rec. Forest $ 17,863 $ 17,863 $ $ 35,726
Steele Roadside Park 1,250 1,250 2,500
Golden Lake 55,500 55,500 111,000
Fargo Southwest Park 127,275 127,275 254,350
Buffalo Lake - Esmond 78,828 78,828 157,656
Armourdale Dam 10,925 10,925 21,850
Harvey Dam 60,000 60,000 120,000
Augustadt Dam 8,825 8,825 17,650
Kulm Dam - LaMoure Co. 29,840 19,480 59,680
Makoti Park 2,000 2,000 4,000
Kulm Swimming Pool 27,560 27,560 55,120
Bottineau Park 11,773 11,773 23,546
Park River Swimming Pool 38,400 38,400 76,800
Sheep Creek Dam 80,665 80,665 161,330
Velva Park 6,000 6,000 12,000
Bowman Park and Pool 3,500 3,500 7,000
Big Coulee Dam at Bisbee 50,726 50,726 101,452
Fort Buford Park 5,500 5,500 11,000
Sawyer Park 3,493 3,493 6,986
Whitestone H ill Park 5,725 5,725 11,450
Dickinson Tennis Courts 7,277 7,277 14,554
State Parks Planning 3,800 3,800 7,600
TOTALS $ 636,725 $388,447 $248,278 $1,273,450
APPROVED PROJECT AMENDMENTS
Kindred Pool $ 2,568.00 $ $ 2,568.00 $ 5,136.00
Regent Recreation Area 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00
Finley Pool 550.00 550.00 1,100.00
State Hospital Pool 18,000.00 18,000.00 36,000.00
Lidgerwood Pool and G o lf 300.00 300.00 600.00
Souris Valley - Minot 19,772.00 19,772.00 39,544.00
TOTALS $42,190.00 $18,000.00 $24,190.00 $84,380.00
PENDING PROJECT AMENDMENTS
Big Coulee Dam 
Wiliiston Recreation Complex 
Clausen Springs 














TOTALS $45,350.00 5 7,078.00 $38,272.00 $90,700.00
APPENDIX B
1. NAME OF CITY 2. COUNTY 3. CITY POPULATION
4. DEPARTMENT REPORTING 5. PERSON REPORTING
Please Complete and Return to:
BOB JOHNSON
Assistant Director
Division of Continuing Education
University of North Dakota
Grand Forks, North Dakota
BY MAY 20, 1968
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATION
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I. PARKS AND RECREATION RESPONSIBILITY: 
structure in your city to show who is responsible
□  PARK BOARD
□  RECREATION PROGRAM IS DIRECTED 
BY MAYOR OR CITY COUNCIL
□  THERE IS NO PARK PROGRAM
Other: (Exp la in )______________________________________
Indicate with an “X ” the type of government 
for your parks and recreation programs’
□  RECREATION COMMISSION
□  MAYOR APPOINTS PERSONS OR GROUPS TO 
ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR RECREATION
□  THERE IS NO RECREATION PROGRAM
II. RECREATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: Use “X ’s” to show the programs and services in 
recreation that are provided in your city, the age level of persons the programs are geared for, and 
the season when programs are available.
AGE GROUPING SEASON

















Does your city have special recreation programs and services for physically handicapped persons? 
For mentally retarded?---------------------
Docs your city employ a full time recreation director?_____________________
List briefly tire title, responsibilities and approximate salary of any part-time recreation personnel you may enoloy. 
(Include life guards, pool managers, playground supervisors, etc.)






HI. PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS AND FA CILITIES: Indicate which facilities are available in 






















CAMP . . . DAY
CAMP . . . TENT






































































What is the most, popular recreation activity in your c ity?------------------
How many persons do you estimate take part in that activity each year?
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IV. FINANCE AND BUSINESS MATTERS
REVENUE:
1. How many mills does your city levy for parks?______________________
2. How many mills does your city levy for recration?__________________,__
3. Is the recreation levy separate from the perks levy? ___________________
BUDGET:
1. What is your estimated annual budget for parks? $ ____________
2. What is your estimated annual budget for recreation? $_____________ ___
3. Estimated annual parks budget for operation and maintenance $_________
4. Estimated annual budget for new land or new facilities $________________
5. Estimated annual budget for debt retirement, etc. $______________________





1. Has your city issued bonds for parks or recreation purposes?________________
When _____ __ ______AMOUNT $_____________________________ , PAYOFF R A T E S ________________________ /yr.
Purpose___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BOOKS AND RECORDS:
1. Are financial records:
________________  Maintained separately for parks?
................. ........ Maintained separately for recreation?
________________ Combined for Parks and Recreation?
________________  Maintained as part of overall city accounting?
________________Other (spec ify )__________________________________________________________________________
2. Have books and records for parks and/or recreation undergone an examination by Stale Examiner’s Office?
(Y E S )  □  (NO) □
Were results of such examination favorable? (YES) □  (NO) Q
GRANTS:
Has your city received a Bureau of Outdoor Recreation grant for a project?________________
If so, what type of project?_____________________________________.____________ .________________________________________
Amount of the federal grant? _ _ __________________ Project completion date__________________________________________





During the past school year our Division of Continuing Education has been 
emphasizing RECREATION IN NORTH DAKOTA. Just recently we have conducted 
four state-wide short-course programs for interested adults in future 
planning of RECREATION IN NORTH DAKOTA. RECREATION is just in its infancy 
in North Dakota. The enclosed questionnaire is very vital to thA future 
of RECREATION in all North Dakota Communities.
You may ask, why is this questionnaire sent to me? The reasons are simple.
There are just six full-time Recreation Directors in the state of North Dakota 
This means that the most knowledgeable person in any given North Dakota 
Community as far as RECREATION AND PARKS are concerned is the High School 
Athletic Director, who has a background in Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation.
Two-thirds of this questionnaire you will be able to answer by your general 
observation. The last page you may need help from your City Auditor,
Park Board President, or Mayor.
May I introduce this questionnaire to you?
The purpose of this survey is to determine the status of city parks and 
recreation programs in NORTH DAKOTA, and to provide guidance for cities in 
their future programs.
Your answers on this questionnaire are vital to our survey. This is the 
first step towards planning the future. To find out where we should go it 
is first necessary to find out where we have been. To determine what will 
be successful in the future it is necessary to know what did and what did not 
work in the past.
I hope you will take a few minutes from your busy schedule to complete this 
questionnaire and to mail it to me in the enclosed postage-free envelope.
As soon as results of the survey have been compiled I. will send a copy to 
you.




Division of Continuing Education
University of North Dakota
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APPENDIX D




About ten days ago you received from our office a questionnaire 
pertaining to recreation information about your city.
I sighted in my cover letter that you vcre receiving this 
because Athletic Directors were generally the most knowledgeable person 
in any North Dakota city as far as recreation is concerned. Athletic Directors 
usually have an insight and a keen interest in the future of RECREATION IN 
NORTH DAKOTA.
As of this date our office has received 110 returned questionnaires 
out of a possible 290, to make this survey successful and beneficial to the 
future planning of recreation in North Dakota, we should have the results 
of all 290 cities in North Dakota.
Our Division of Continuing Education has made some progress 
this past: year in promoting and stimulating interest of RECREATION in 
North Dakota by conducting four Short-Course Programs. I am enclosing a 
brochure for your personal file. Through the return and analyzing of the 
questionnaires we plan on accomplishing two more goals.
1. Putting pressure on the Board of Higher Education to allow 
our two Universities to offer a Under-graduate Major and a 
Graduate Minor in the field of Recreation.
2. To encourage more emphasis in RECREATION in our state through: 
Workshops, Short-Course Programs, In-Service Training Programs, etc.
I hope you will take a few minutes from your busy schedule to complete 
this questionnaire and be an important asset in the over-all planning of 




Division of Continuing Education
University of North Dakota
p.s. I know some of you are moving to a new position and city next year and
have not returned your questionnaire for that reason. I want to emphasize 
that by completing this questionnaire, you will be sent the results of the 
survey, plus a copy of a published booklet on, "Recreation Potential in 
North Dakota", that will be coming off the press next fall. Also, you 
will be on our mailing list for future planning.





Dear City Clerk or Auditor:
May I introduce this questionnaire to you?
The purpose of this survey is to determine the status of city parks and 
recreation programs in NORTH DAKOTA, and to provide guidance for cities in 
their future programs.
Your answers on this questionnaire are vital to our survey. This is the 
first step towards planning the future. To find out where we should go it 
is first necessary to find out where we have been. To determine what will 
be successful in the future it is necessary to know what did and what did not 
work in the past.
During the past school year our Division of Continuing Education has been 
emphasizing RECREATION IN NORTH DAKOTA. Just recently we have conducted 
four state-wide short-course programs for interested adults in future 
planning of RECREATION IN NORTH DAKOTA. RECREATION is just in its infancy 
in North Dakota. The enclosed questionnaire is very vital to the future 
of RECREATION in all North Dakota communities.
Size and population of your city makes no difference in this questionnaire.
We need results of the survey of all cities, population 110 or 50,000.
I hope you will take a few minutes from your busy schedule to complete 
this questionnaire and to mail it to me in the enclosed postage-free 
envelope.
As soon as results of the survey have been compiled I w’ill send a ccpy to you 
for your personal file.




Division of Continuing Education
University of North Dakota
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APPENDIX F
CITIES IN NORTH DAKOTA RESPONDING TO QUESTIONNAIRE 
ACCORDING TO NAME, COUNTY AND POPULATION
Name of City County C ity  Population
Regan Burleigh 75
Pills  bury Barnes 76
Cathay W e lls 89
G race City F oster 92
South Heart Stark 98
Lefor Stark 98
Mandaree M cKenzie 100
Forbes D ickey 100
Buchanan Stutsman 104
Calvin C av alier 104
Braddock Emmons 115
Argusville C a ss 118
Rogers Barnes 119
Ayr C a s s 1 20
Dewing McHenry 125
Fort Ranson Ranson 140
C leveland Stutsman. 150
155
Name of City County - C ity  Population
Robinson Kidder 155
Bathgate Pembina 155
M ercer M cLean 158
G lenfie ld F o ster 160
D risco l l Burleigh 154




Davenport C a s s 168
Kramer Bottineau 175
H orace C a s s 178
Alsen C av alier 178
Pisek W alsh 178
Almo W illiam s 182
Pekin N elson 183
Jud La Moure 184
Galesburg Traill 185
Tolley Renville 189
Crary Ramsey 190 .
F ingal Barnes 190
Almont Morton 190
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Name of City County City Population
Carpio Ward 200
Epping W illiam s 200
W arwick Eddy 204
Solen Sioux 2 1 0
Butte M cLean 215
W arwick Benson 217
Grandin C a s s 220
Karlsruhe McHenry 2 2 1
Pettibone Kidder 222
Starkw eather Ramsey 223








Lankin W alsh 240
Oberon Benson 250
Surrey Ward 250
Tolna N elson 250
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L i t c h v i l l e B a r n e s 345
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Name of City County C ity  Population
Hoople W alsh 350





Selfridge M ercer 371
Flaxton Burke 375
Lehr M cIntosh 380
Lansford Bottineau 385
G ladstone Stark 387
Tappen Kidder 390
Goodrich Sheridan 392
L itch v ille Barnes 400
Hope S te e le 400
Hannaford Griggs 400
Bowden' W e lls 400




Max M cLean 425
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Name of City County C ity  Population
Zeeland M cIntosh 427
Page C a s s 432
Aneta N elson 450
New Leipzig Grand 450
Minnewauken Benson 450
M ichigan N elson 451
Fordville W alsh 475
Sherwood Renville 490
Carson Grant 492
H azelton Emmons 500
Grenora W illiam s 500
Fort Y ates Sioux 500
W illow  City Bottineau 500
Fairmount Richland 500









Name of City County C ity  Population
F lash e r Morton 550
Portland Traill 606
Noonan Divide 625
Minto W alsh 640
Wyndmere Richland 644
Kulm La Moure 650
Columbus Burke 650
W ilton M cLean 660
S t .  Thomas Pembina 660
Rolette Rolette 675
Bow bells Burke 687
Strasburg Emmons 700
M cV ille N elson 700
F in ley S te e l 728
Pembina Pembina 735
Killdeer Dunn 750
M cC lu sky Sheri Ian 751
Drake McH enry 752
Richardton Stark 792
Leeds Benson 797
W esthope Bottineau 800
Turtle Lake M cLean 800
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Name of City County City Popula
M addock Benson 800
Underwood M cLean 851
Hatton Traill 856
Edgeley LaMoure 912
Towner McLIenry 1 , 0 0 0
New Salem Morton 1 , 0 0 0
Lidgerwood Richland 1 , 0 0 0
M ohall Renville 1 , 0 0 0
D unseith Rolette 1 ,0 1 4
LaMoure LaMoure 1 , 0 6 8
Lidgerwood Richland 1 , 081
New England H ettinger 1 , 0 9 5
Ray W illiam s 1 , 1 0 0
Elgin Grant 1 , 1 0 0
North wood Grand Forks 1 , 1 9 5
Lakota N elson 1 , 2 0 0
Drayton Pembina 1 , 2 0 0
Glen U llin Morton 1 , 2 1 0
H illsboro Traill 1 , 2 7 8
H ankinson Richland 1 , 2 8 5
W ish e k M cIntosh 1 , 2 9 0
Velva McHenry 1 , 3 0 0
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Name of City County C ity  Population
B elfie ld Stark 1 , 3 0 0
Hebron Morton 1 , 3 4 0
C a sse lto n C a ss 1 , 3 5 0
Hebron Morton 1 , 3 7 1
Ashley M cIntosh 1 , 4 1 9
Mott H ettinger 1 , 4 6 3
Rolla Rolette 1 , 5 0 0
Cooperstown Griggs 1 , 5 0 0
W alh a lla Pembina 1 , 5 0 0
Beulah M ercer 1 , 5 0 0
C av alier Pembina 1 , 5 4 0
C a sse l to n C a s s 1 , 5 5 0
Cando Towner 1 , 5 6 0
Enderlin Ransom 1 , 5 9 6
New Town Mountrail 1 , 6 0 0
Enderlin Ransom 1 , 6 0 0
Crosby Divide 1 , 6 8 8
O akes D ickey 1 , 7 0 0
Bowman Bowman 1 , 7 3 0
Stan ley Mountrail 1 , 7 9 5  •
Ken mare Ward 1 , 8 0 0
H ettinger Adams 1—' CO o o
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D ev ils  Lake
Crafton
V alley  City
D ickinson
Mandan




























C a s s
C ity  Population 
1 , 8 5 0
2 , 000  
2 , 0 8 7  
2 , 200
2 . 3 0 0
2 . 3 0 0  
2 , 3 6 5  
2 , 6 5 0  
2 , 8 0 0
3 . 0 0 0  
5 , 8 7 6
7 . 0 0 0  
7 , 1 0 0
8 . 000
9 , 9 7 2
1 1 , 0 0 0
12 ,000
1 6 , 0 0 0
3 3 , 5 0 0
3 4 , 4 5 1
3 5 . 0 0 0
5 0 . 0 0 0
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